Political Science Classics II
Instructor: Professor, 

Tsai, Jung-hsiang （蔡榮祥）

 E-mail: poljht@ccu.edu.tw
Classroom: 118

Office Hours: by appointment

This class introduces students who major in political science to American Politics. All the students taking this class for credit must do the assigned readings and prepare for the mid-term and final exams. Grading will be based on the following: the mid-term exam is 50% and the final exam is 50%.After the mid-term exam, we will watch a movie. This whole class uses English to teach. In order to enhance students’ English ability, students are encouraged to ask questions or write answers in English for exams.

Readings:

1. Gary Wasserman. 2014. The Basics of American Politics, Fourteenth Edition, Pearson Longman Press.
2. www.voanews.com （Voice of America, the non-profit organization for reporting the news around the world）(required)

3. www.c-span.org (The non-profit organization for recording big events in U.S.) (recommended)

4. Euronews, https://www.euronews.com/
5. Parliament, UK, https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/parliament-government-and-politics/parliament/prime-ministers-questions/

6. State Department Briefing, https://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/dpb/
Requirement for listening comprehension:

Please log on the website of www.voanews.com, and click learning English section and then you can find the program of “U.S. History”. The whole series is about American History and Government. We will teach you the program from the bottom to the top. You can go home and listen to the text by yourself. In addition, we will listen to the latest news programs from time to time. Finally, after the mid-term exam, we will have a chance to see a movie (The Iron Lady for this semester).

Contents: 

1. We will cover the following chapters:

2. The Legislative Branch: Congress 

3. The Judicial Branch: The Supreme Court and the Federal Court System 

4. Civil Rights and Liberties: Protecting the Players

5. Voters and Political Parties 

6. Interest Groups and the Media

