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Fundamental Issues in Philosophy  (II)      Course syllabus
哲學基本問題討論

Wednesdays 15:10 – 17:00        Location: Humanities Bldg 412 

Instructor: Kevin Kimble        Office: Humanities Bldg 423
Email:   Office hours: Wednesdays 10-12


I. Course description and objectives

The purpose of this course is to provide each student with guidance and support in doing philosophical research and writing at the graduate level. We will focus on developing abilities in reading and understanding academic philosophical papers (English); learning to explain, analyze, critically reflect upon, and interact with philosophical concepts, theories, and arguments; and learning to draft acceptable quality philosophical essays and theses and (orally) present them to an audience.

As we set out to work on the above goals, we will focus our philosophical discussion on several important topics that every philosophy graduate student should gain familiarity with. While these topics are valuable as subjects of study in and of themselves, the issues they deal with are often presupposed in other philosophical subject matter.


Objectives:
 cultivate a deeper ability to absorb and understand philosophical writings (in English)

 cultivate the ability to summarize, explain, analyze and critically reflect upon and interact with philosophical material (ideas, theories, arguments, etc)

 cultivate the skill and ability to orally articulate and present philosophical ideas and lines of argument

 cultivate the ability to write acceptable quality philosophical essays 

 become more familiar with several core issues that intersect with many other subjects/ topics in the study of philosophy
II. Course requirements and grading

 Reading
- Required: Broadbent, Alex. 2016. Philosophy for Graduate Students: Metaphysics and Epistemology. New York: Routledge.

- For reference (參考用):
A. P. Martinich. Philosophical Writing: An Introduction. Blackwell, 2005.
Kate Turabian. A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations


 Course assignments

1. One oral presentation on a selected topic, followed by questions/ discussion; for longer papers, you may do presentations in groups of two. Time allotted for each presentation will be determined by the total amount of “in class” time we have.

[bookmark: _GoBack]2. A written essay based on the topic presented (2500-3500 words English or 3000-4000 words Chinese), due on Wed 6/23;

3. Discussion questions/ comments
Students not presenting in a given session must prepare at least two written questions or comments for the presenter, to be raised during the discussion period.

Options for choosing your topic for your presentation and essay:
(A) You may choose a different chapter from the Broadbent text; 
(B) You may choose one or more of the “suggested readings” from the Broadbent text (located at the end of each chapter);
(C) You may choose one of the readings I have listed at the end of the syllabus, designed to introduce or explore other important issues for graduate students in philosophy;
(D) You may choose a topic based on your own research interests or issues related to your thesis, subject to instructor’s approval;


 Grading
- oral presentation + final written paper = 50%
- class participation (discussion comments/questions + group reading discussions) = 50%  


III. Other Course Policies
- Attendance at all departmental invited talks is required. 
- Food policy--  students are not permitted to eat meals during class.
Tentative  schedule of class activities          (flexibility required!!)

2/24   Department invited talk  (3:10pm, room 412)

3/3     Department workshop on causation, normativity, reasons   (10:00am, room 412)
        
3/10   Invited talk (Philosophy and Chinese departments)   (2:00pm, location TBA)

 
3/17   Course introduction (syllabus) and schedule/ sign up class presentations


3/24   Department invited talk  (3:10pm, room 412)


3/31   Spring break    No class


4/7     Department invited talk  (3:10pm, room 412)  

4/14   Department invited talk  (3:10pm, room 412)

4/21   Invited talk    (Philosophy and Chinese departments)   (2:00pm, location TBA)

4/28   Department invited talk  (3:10pm, room 412)


5/5    Oral presentation               presenter(s):  _____________    _____________


5/12  Department invited talk  (3:10pm, room 412)


5/19  Oral presentation               presenter(s):  ___________   ___________    ____________


5/26  Invited talk   (Philosophy and Chinese departments)   (2:00pm, location TBA)


6/2   Oral presentation                 presenter(s):  ___________   ___________    ____________
 

6/9   Oral presentation                 presenter(s):  ___________   ___________    ____________


6/16  Oral presentation                presenter(s):  ___________   ___________    ____________
Suggested topics/ papers:

Broadbent chapter 10, “Philosophical methods”

Broadbent: Any of the material listed in the “suggested readings” or “further reading” sections;


A couple of papers introducing issues in ethics/ moral theory:

Frankena, William. 1973. Chapter 6, “Meaning and justification,” in Ethics, pp. 95-116.

Harman, Gilbert. 1975. “Moral relativism defended,” PR 84(1), 3–22.

Nagel, Thomas. 1979. Chapter 3, "Moral Luck", in Mortal Questions, New York: Cambridge University Press, pp. 24-38.



A few papers in epistemology/ metaphysics/ mind/ language:


Alston, William. 2002. “Sellars and the myth of the given,” PPR 65(1), pp. 69-86.


Bealer, George. 1999. Chapter 11, “The A Priori,” in The Blackwell Guide to Epistemology, pp. 243-270.


Goff, Philip. 2017. Chapter 2, “What is physicalism?” in Consciousness and Fundamental Reality, pp. 23-62.


Loux, Michael. 2002. Chapter 9, “The challenge of anti-realism,” in Metaphysics , pp. 259-293.


Lowe, E.J. 2002. Chapter 6, “Essentialism,” in A Survey of Metaphysics, pp. 96-114.


Lowe, E.J. 2002. Chapter 7, “Possible worlds,” in A Survey of Metaphysics, pp. 115-133.


Sinnott-Armstrong, Walter. 2019. “Contrastive mental causation,” Synthese, pp. 1-23.


Quine, W.V. 1948. “On what there is,” Review of Metaphysics, pp. 21-38.
