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HAENLE2KE P ¥ Course Description and Objectives

Course Description: This course seeks to help students understand the cultural and
historical background of Victorian literature. Emphasis will be on Victorian “imperial
expansion,” “class issue,” “gender issue,” “decadence” as realized in works by such
writers: Alfred Tennyson, Robert Browning, Charles Dickens, Charlotte Bronte, and
Oscar Wilde. Questions pertain to this period are: How did each writer in this period
explore sexuality and class inequality? How did they look at the society they live in?
And what are the world views of the English people via imperialist imagination?
During the semester, we will watch a couple of adapted films of this period. A group
discussion and the assigned questions will be followed accordingly to cultivate the
students’ capability to digest the reading texts and their ability of having a critical
thinking.

Course Objectives: (1) introducing the cultural and historical background; (2)

locating the major critical issues in the work under discussion; (3) approaching the

work from new perspectives.
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fHat 4 2 BB Relevance to Core Competence Indexes

A £ Eeze 4 (Effective Communication and Language Skills )

& iT w247 4ac 4 (Classics Comprehension and Analysis )

RP R #2287 3 i 4 (Problem-Solving and Research )

£liFe2 £1375c 4 (Creativity and Innovation )

o AAEEY A4 2 EE & (Technology Application and Literacy )

m MIRARTFY 5 A2 i znaea 4 (Global Vision and Awareness of Cultural Diversity )
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#A2 & £ Course Requirements

1. Class attendance is mandatory.

2. Regular class discussions and readings for the class.

3. Proof of leave must be submitted (within a week) with a 250-word report in English
to explain your absence. Lateness for class may be considered as absence without
leave.

+#* 3 Textbooks and References

1. Abrahms, M. H. et al, eds. The Norton Anthology of English Literature. 8th ed.
Vol. 2. New York: Norton, 2006.

2. A profile of reading materials.

Fyi=E e Hps Assessment and Grade Distribution

Participation: 10%. Mid-term Exam: 30%
Group Report: 25% Final Exam: 35%

#A2i& R Course Schedule

Week Date Contents

Week 01 | 02/22-02/24 | Introduction

Week 02 | 03/03 Alfred Tennyson—-“Ulysses”

Week 03 | 03/08-03/15 | Alfred Tennyson—-“The Lotos-eaters”

Week 04 | 03/15-03/17 | Robert Browning—“My Last Duchess”; “Porphyria’s

Lover”

Week 05 | 03/22-03/24 | Charles Dickens—The Great Expectations (1): Group
Report (1)

Week 06 | 03/29 The Great Expectations (11): Group Report (2)

Week 07 | 04/07 The Great Expectations (I11): Film watching and Discussion
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Week 08 | 04/12-04/14 | The Great Expectations (111): Film watching and Discussion

Week 09 | 04/21 Mid-term Exam

Week 10 | 04/26-04/28  |Matthew Arnold, “The Dover Beach”;

Rudyard Kipling, “The White Man’s Burden: The United
States and the Philippine Island”

Week 11 | 05/03-05/05 | Charlotte Bronte, Jane Eyre (1): Group Report (3)

Week 12 | 05/10-05/12 | Charlotte Bronte, Jane Eyre (11): Group Report (4)

Week 13 | 05/17-05/19 | Jane Eyre—Film watching and discussion

Week 14 | 05/24-05/26 | Oscar Wilde, The Importance of Being Earnest (I): Group
Report (5)

Week 15 | 05/31-06/02 | The Importance of Being Earnest (11): Group Report (6)

Week 16 | 06/07-06/09 | The Importance of Being Earnest—Film Watching and

discussion
Week 17 | 06/16 Review and Course Evaluation
Week 18 | 06/21 Final Exam
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