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Delusions are a common symptom of schizophrenia and dementia.
Though most English dictionaries define a delusion as a false opinion or
belief, there is currently a lively debate about whether delusions are

really beliefs and indeed, whether they are even irrational.

In this seminar, we’ll examine the interdisciplinary literature on the
nature of delusions, covering the psychological literature on the
aetiology and the behavioural manifestations of delusions, and the
philosophical literature on belief ascription and rationality. By bringing
together recent work in philosophy of mind, cognitive psychology and
psychiatry, we’ll discuss the philosophical issues raised by the

psychology of normal and abnormal cognition.

Moreover, what is the value of delusions and irrational beliefs? We’ll
read Lisa Bortolotti’s forthcoming book The Epistemic Innocence of

Irrational Beliefs, to explore this issue.

This seminar aims to help students achieve the following goals:
Comprehend the contemporary theories about the normativity of
rationality
Critically analyse academic papers
Write academic essay

Successfully give academic presentations

Weekl.
Week?2.
Week3.
Week4.
Week5.
Week®.
Week?7.

DC.1 (lectured by the teacher)
DIB.1 (lectured by the teacher)
DIB.2 (lectured by the teacher)
DIB.3

DIB.4

DIB.5

DC.3

FEEAEMALE P EAERE R XL TP LA




Week8.

Week9.

Week10.
Week11
Week12.
Week13.
Week14.
Week15.
Week16.
Week17.
Week18.

EL1,3

Midterm paper

El.4

ELS5

DC.2

MM.1-2 (lectured by the teacher)
MM.3

MM 4

MM.5

MM.7

Workshop (Term paper presentation)
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® [DIB] Lisa Bortolotti. 2010. Delusions and Other Irrational
Beliefs. Oxford University Press.

® [EI] Lisa Bortolotti. 2020. The Epistemic Innocence of Irrational
Beliefs. Oxford University Press.

® [MM] Philip Gerrans. 2013. The Measure of Madness: Philosophy
of Mind, Cognitive Neuroscience, and Delusional Thought. The

MIT Press.

® [DC] Lisa Bortolotti ed. 2018. Delusions in Context. Palgrave
Macmillan.
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® Kengo Miyazono. 2018. Delusions and Beliefs: A Philosophical
Inquiry. Routledge.

® Bortolotti, Lisa. 2018. "Delusion", The Stanford Encyclopedia of

Philosophy (Spring 2018 Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.), URL =
<https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/spr2018/entries/delusion/>.
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€ Class attendance & participation (40%)
€ Term papers. (30%%*2) (2500 words max. in Chinese; 2000 word in
English).
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