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課  程  概  述 

How did our universe come to be? Does God exist? Does time flow? 

What are we? Do we have free will? What is truth? Metaphysics is 

concerned with the nature of ourselves and the world around us. This 

clear and accessible introduction covers the central topics in 

metaphysics in a concise but comprehensive way. Brian Garrett 

discusses the crucial concepts and arguments of metaphysics in a highly 

readable manner. He addresses the following key areas of metaphysics: 

• God 

• Existence 

• Modality 

• Universals and particulars 

• Facts 

• Causation 

• Time 

• Puzzles of material constitution 

• Free will & determinism 

• Fatalism 

• Personal identity 

• Truth 

學  習  目  標 

1. Learn the contemporary theories concerning epistemological 

issues. 

2. Learn how to critically read academic philosophical essays. 

3. Learn how to express ideas cogently and engage critical 

discussion with others. 

課  程  進  度 

Week1. Intro 

Week2. Ch.1 God 

Week3. Ch.2 What are We? 

Week4. Ch.3 Existence 

Week5. Ch.4 Modality 

Week6. Ch.5 Objects and Properties 

Week7. Ch.6 Causation 

Week8. Ch.7 Time: the Fundamental Issue 
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Week9. Midterm Exam 

Week10. Ch.8 Time: for Puzzles 

Week11. Ch.9 Fatalism 

Week12. Ch.10 Free Will and Determinism 

Week13. Ch.11 Puzzles of Material Constitution and Identity 

Week14. Ch.12 Facts 

Week15. Ch.13 Truth 

Week16. Social Ontology (I) 

Week17. Social Ontology (II) 

Week18. Final Exam 

教  科  書  及 

參  考  書  目 

⚫ Brian Garrett. 2017. What is this thing called Metaphysics? 3rd 

edition (London: Routledge). 
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成績評量方式 

⚫ Class Attendance & Participation (18%) 

⚫ In-class Quizzes (32%; 4%*8 quizzes of the highest grades) 

⚫ Exams (25%*2) 

 

課  程  核  心 

能  力 

（可複選） 

▓ 1. 具備哲學基本知識，以及理解哲學基本問題、概念與重要學

說。 

▓ 2. 具備邏輯推理、概念分析、反思批判、另類思維、閱讀哲學

經典與清楚表達複雜觀念之能力，避免獨斷或謬誤。 

▓ 3. 認識哲學之功能與價值。 

□ 4. 具有文化素養與關懷，對於哲學如何改變人類及影響歷史發

展，有初步的認識。 

備          註 

選修課程請勾選隸屬領域：□經典哲學家與哲學史□形上學□知識

論□倫理學與法政哲學□心靈與語言哲學□科學史與科學哲學□數

理邏輯與哲學邏輯 

 


