國立中正大學課程大綱
National Chung Cheng University Course Syllabus
Educational Leadership and Management Development

	開課學年度/學期
School Year/ Semester
	Fall 2026 
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	教學目標及範圍
Course Description
and Learning Objectives
	Education issues are inextricably linked to conversations of social development and change. Discussions on education as an activity and as a social institution (sector) can benefit from the added perspective of development concepts and theories that in turn can encourage analytical and critical thinking. An awareness of important development concepts that are critical and useful in understanding educational issues from a broader, multidisciplinary perspective is important. 

This doctoral seminar introduces students to key development theories and paradigms while allowing them to engage with analytical frameworks to understand education as both a driver of social change and a site of contestation. The seminar adopts a critical, interdisciplinary approach and by engaging with diverse perspectives – from modernisation, dependency theories to decolonial and capabilities approach and others – students will develop nuanced understandings of how education intersects with issues of equity, sustainability and social transformation in diverse local, national and global contexts. 

Upon completion of the course, students should be able to: 
· Describe frameworks for understanding education as a driver and outcome of development processes;
· Analyse the education-development nexus and their implications for educational practice; and 
· Develop a theoretically grounded and contextually appropriate paper that synthesizes interdisciplinary scholarship in the exploration of a contemporary educational issue within a given context. 


	授課方式
Instructional Methods
	Lectures
Small group discussions/workshops 
Reporting/presentations 

	教科書及
延伸閱讀
Course Materials and Additional Resources
	
(more detailed references are provided in the weekly session schedule)


	評量方式
Grading
	
Class Participation – 20% 
Reading presentation/reporting – 20% 
Final Paper – 60% (Sub-components of this final assessment that make up the grade percentage will be discussed in more detail) 




授課大綱 (週次表及每週課程詳細內容說明)
Schedule
	Session
	Topic

	Foundational

	Session 1
07-11 Sept
	Introduction to the Course
The nexus between education and social development 

In this introductory session, we take a broad look at the nexus of education and development frameworks and foundations. We establish the conceptual landscape for understanding the relationship between these two concepts and will explore how the framing of this nexus has evolved and other fundamental questions about education’s role in social transformation, touching on both progressive and conservative functions. 

Key Readings:  
· Conceptual Paper: Parpart, J. L., & Veltmeyer, H. (2004). The Development Project in Theory and Practice: A Review of its Shifting Dynamics. Canadian Journal of Development Studies / Revue Canadienne d’études Du Développement, 25(1), 39–59. https://doi.org/10.1080/02255189.2004.9668959
· Conceptual Paper: Bock, J. (1982). Education and Development: A Conflict of Meaning in P. Altbach et al. (eds). Comparative Education. New York: Macmillan, 78-101. 
· Conceptual Paper: Sage, N. (2022). The Short Guide to International Development. Policy Press. (Chapter 2 – The Challenge of Development)


	Macro Development Paradigms

	Session 2
14-18 Sept 
	Classical Development Theories and their Educational Implications 

In this session, we begin the foundational discussion of development theories, tracing the fist two waves of development thinking and their educational implications. We begin with the first wave, which emphasises modernisation theory, and then turn to the second wave, focusing on dependency theory and world-systems analysis. Through this “wave” framing, we are able to see the formation of the construct of development as linear, with education serving as a vehicle for transforming individuals and societies from traditional to modern; and then eventually highlighting how structural inequalities in education are linked to wider global economic systems. This session explores how these paradigms construct different understandings of the role of education in social change and their continued influence in contemporary development conversations. It provides important conceptual scaffolding on the more specific development-education theories in our subsequent sessions. 

Key Readings: 
· Conceptual Paper: Inkeles, A., & Smith, D. H. (1974). Becoming Modern: Individual Change in Six Developing Countries. Harvard University Press. (Chapters 1-2) 
· Conceptual Paper: Griffiths, T. G. (2021). Dependency theory and world-systems analysis in comparative and international education. In T.D. Jules, R. Shields, and M.A.M. Thomas (eds), The Bloomsbury Handbook of Theory in Comparative and International education (pp. 87–104). Bloomsbury Academic.


	Session 3 
21-25 Sept 
	The Market Logics in Education 

Education from the traditional lens of development as economic growth is tied to neoliberal reforms and privatisation. This represents the Wave 3 of development, which focuses on the neoliberal counter-revolution and human capital theory. We explore in this session the connections between education and economic competition underpinned by human capital theory and other market-oriented reforms. 

Key Readings:
· Conceptual Paper: Klees, S. J. (2008). A quarter century of neoliberal thinking in education: Misleading analyses and failed policies. Globalisation, Societies and Education, 6(4), 311-348.
· Conceptual Paper: Robertson, S. L. (2008). "Remaking the world": Neo-liberalism and the transformation of education and teachers' labor. In L. Weiner (Ed.), The global assault on teaching, teachers, and their unions (pp. 11-30). Palgrave Macmillan.


	Session 4 
28 Sept – 
02 Oct
	Education Financing and Education Aid Effectiveness 

We continue in this session the exploration of Wave 3 of development, which foregrounds economic value in sectors such as education. Here we critically examine the effectiveness of education financing and education aid programmes. We will analyse how aid relationships, conditionalities and financing mechanisms shape educational possibilities particularly in developing contexts. 

Key Readings: 
· Conceptual Paper: Riddell, A. (2012). The effectiveness of foreign aid to education: What can be learned? International Journal of Educational Development, 32(5), 563-573.
· Conceptual Paper: Mundy, K., & Menashy, F. (2014). The World Bank and private provision of schooling: A look through the lens of sociological theories of organizational hypocrisy. Comparative Education Review, 58(3), 401-427.
· Case Paper: Lekhak, B. P. (2023). Foreign aid effectiveness in the education sector: A dynamic panel analysis. International Journal of Economics and Finance, 15(9), 10–31. https://doi.org/10.5539/ijef.v15n9p10
· Case Paper: Miningou, E. W. (2019). Effectiveness of education aid revisited: Country-level inefficiencies matter. International Journal of Educational Development, 71, Article 102123. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijedudev.2019.102123


	Session 5 
5-9 Oct 
	Critical Development Paradigms in Education: Capability Approach  

The critique of the 3rd wave of development ushers in the 4th wave, which introduces reformist and alternative development paradigms. In this session, we turn our exploration to the alternative development paradigms that challenge economic growth models, including capabilities approach and post-development theory. In this session, we will try to see how these frameworks have led to a reconceptualisation of education’s purposes and processes. 

Key Readings:
· Conceptual Paper: Nussbaum, M. C. (2011). Creating capabilities: The human development approach. Harvard University Press.
· Conceptual Paper: Sen, A. (1992). Inequality Reexamined. Harvard University Press.


	Session 6
12-16 Oct
	Critical Development Paradigms in Education: Post-development and Decolonial Development Frameworks 

In this session, we turn to the 5th and most radical wave of development thinking. Post-development and decolonial perspectives question whether “development” itself should be abandoned. Here, we examine the concepts of coloniality of power and post-development critiques, exploring how these frameworks challenge Western epistemological dominance in education and open space for other alternatives. 

Key Readings: 
· Conceptual Paper: Quijano, A. (2000). Coloniality of power, Eurocentrism, and Latin America. Nepantla: Views from South, 1(3), 533–580.
· Conceptual Paper: Escobar, A. (2000). Beyond the search for a paradigm? Post-development and beyond. Development, 43(4), 11–14
· Case Paper: Arias-Gutierrez, R. I., & Minoia, P. (2023). Decoloniality and Critical Interculturality in Higher Education: Experiences and Challenges in Ecuadorian Amazonia. Forum for Development Studies, 50(1), 11–34. https://doi.org/10.1080/08039410.2023.2177562






	Micro Development Paradigms (Internal Politics of Education and Development)

	Session 7 
19-23 Oct
	Education and Social Reproduction 

One of the pervasive influences of education is how it socialises individuals and reproduces social norms and the status quo. By drawing on related development and sociological theories, we will analyse how schools can perpetuate inequality while also considering spaces for resistance and transformation.  

Key Readings:
· Conceptual Paper: Meyer, J. W. (1977). The Effects of Education as an Institution. American Journal of Sociology, 83(1), 55–77.
· Conceptual Paper: Giroux, H. A. (1983). Theories of reproduction and resistance in the new sociology of education: A critical analysis. Harvard Educational Review, 53(3), 257–293.
· Case Paper: Crean, M., & Lynch, K. (2013). Resistance, struggle and survival: The university as a site for transformative education. In A. O'Shea & M. O'Brien (Eds.), Pedagogy, oppression and transformation in a "post-critical" climate: The return of Freirean thinking (pp. 58–75). Bloomsbury Academic.


	Session 8 
26-30 Oct 
	Education, Citizenship and Political Mobilisation  

Education has a powerful role in shaping citizenship and driving political movements. We explore in this session the political value of education: how it constructs political subjects (the project of citizen formation) and can counter hegemonic ideologies. 

Key Readings: 
· Conceptual Paper: Robertson, S. L. (2011). The new spatial politics of (re)bordering and (re)ordering the state-education-citizen relation. International Review of Education, 57(3–4), 277–297.
· Case Paper: Biesta, G., & Lawy, R. (2006). From teaching citizenship to learning democracy: overcoming individualism in research, policy and practice. Cambridge Journal of Education, 36(1), 63–79. https://doi.org/10.1080/03057640500490981


	Topical Applications/Substantive Domains

	Session 9
02-06 Nov 
	Education in Conflict and Post-Conflict Settings 

In this session, we discuss how geopolitical tensions and local/national/global conflicts impact the delivery of education and concepts such as education in fragile states, displacement, refugee education, and resilient education systems design. 

These perspectives expands Wave 4’s human development argument and likewise applies Wave 5’s critique of “liberal peace” to question if externally designed education interventions reproduce certain colonial power dynamics. We aim to examine how education systems are rebuilt, politicised, or instrumentalised in post-conflict recovery and whose knowledge and priorities shape reconstruction agendas. 


Key Readings: 
· Conceptual Paper: Novelli, M., Lopes Cardozo, M. T., & Smith, A. (2017). The 4Rs framework: Analyzing education's contribution to sustainable peacebuilding with social justice in conflict-affected contexts. Journal on Education in Emergencies, 3(1), 14-43
· Case Paper: Mendenhall, M., Dryden-Peterson, S., Bartlett, L., et al. (2015). Quality education for refugees in Kenya: Pedagogy in urban Nairobi and Kakuma refugee camp settings. Journal on Education in Emergencies, 1(1), 92–130


	Session 10
9-13 Nov 
	Global Education Governance and Educational Partnerships and Cooperation 

The call for partnerships and cooperation in education is more pronounced than ever in the face of new global and social challenges. In this session, we will try to examine the architecture of contemporary global education governance and critically analyse the role of international organisations, education foundations, and multi-stakeholder partnerships in education. This session allows us to trace how Wave 3’s neoliberal logic has evolved into contemporary notions of multi-stakeholder governance architecture, such as PPPs and results-based financing. We also draw upon Wave 2’s dependency theory to ask who sets the agenda within global governance bodies. You will assess how partnership models redistribute (or entrench) authority over national education policy. 

Key Readings: 
· Conceptual Paper: Mason, M. (2011). What underlies the shift to a modality of partnership in educational development cooperation? International Review of Education / Internationale Zeitschrift Für Erziehungswissenschaft / Revue Internationale de l’Education, 57(3/4), 443–455. 
· Case Paper: Menashy, F. (2016). Understanding the roles of non-state actors in global governance: Evidence from the Global Partnership for Education. Journal of Education Policy, 31(1), 98-118.


	Session 11
16-20 Nov  
	Higher Education, Research and the Knowledge Society 

We turn our attention in this session specifically to higher education’s role in knowledge production and exchange, examining how universities function within the broad knowledge hierarchy. This session allows us to deepen Wave 5’s decolonial critique, allowing us to apply coloniality of knowledge frameworks in the context of higher education. We examine epistemic and cognitive justice to ask whose knowledge counts in the global knowledge society, the gatekeeping of Global North HE institutions, and the challenges towards epistemic pluralism, research decolonisation, and alternative knowledge-production models. 

Key Readings: 
· Conceptual Paper: Connell, R. (2019). The good university: What universities actually do and why it matters (Ch. 6-7). Zed Books.
· Conceptual Paper: Stein, S. (2017). The persistent challenges of addressing epistemic domination in higher education: Considering the case of curriculum decolonisation. Comparative Education, 53(4), 490-509.
· Case Paper: Mheta, G., Lungu, B. N., & Govender, T. (2018). Decolonisation of the curriculum: A case study of the Durban University of Technology in South Africa. South African Journal of Education, 38(4), 1–7.


	Session 12
23-27 Nov 
	Intersectionality in Education 

Critical issues of gender, race and class and their interconnections continue to shape educational discourse. Intersectionality offers us a cross-cutting analytical lens for examination and draws from Wave 4’s gender and development critiques and Wave 5’s decolonial feminist emphasis. This session applies intersectional theory to education to interrogate unequal educational access, experience and outcomes and how it responds to the critique of single-axis development frameworks. 

Key Readings: 
· Conceptual Paper: Cho, S., Crenshaw, K. W., & McCall, L. (2013). Toward a field of intersectionality studies: Theory, applications, and praxis. Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society, 38(4), 785–810.
https://doi.org/10.1086/669608
· Conceptual Paper: Núñez, A.-M. (2014). Employing multilevel intersectionality in educational research: Latino identities, contexts, and college access. Educational Researcher, 43(2), 85–92
· Case Paper: Meili, R., et al. (2025). Intersectional inequality in education in Africa, Asia, and the Americas. Review of Income and Wealth. Review of Income and Wealth,71:e70008 1 of 14
https://doi.org/10.1111/roiw.70008


	Session 13
30 Nov – 
04 Dec 
	Sustainability and Educational Futures

This session situates sustainable development as a semi-distinct paradigm that emerged between Waves 3 and 4 and has been extended through Wave 5’s postcolonial critique of whose futures and sustainability are prioritised. We examine education’s role in sustainability agenda as well as how education is being shaped by sustainability challenges. 

Key Readings: 
· Conceptual Paper: Vare, P., & Scott, W. (2007). Learning for a change: Exploring the relationship between education and sustainable development. Journal of Education for Sustainable Development, 1(2), 191–198.
https://doi.org/10.1177/097340820700100209
· Conceptual Paper: Tikly, L. (2020). Education for sustainable development in the postcolonial world: Towards a transformative agenda for Africa. Routledge (Ch. 8-9).
· Case Paper: Acharibasam, J. B., & McVittie, J. (2021). The use of a two-eyed seeing approach to include Indigenous knowledge in early childhood care and development in Ghana. International Education Journal: Comparative Perspectives, 20(1), 81–98


	Session 14
07-11 Dec  
	Digital Transformations and the Democratisation of Technology for Education 

This session sits between Wave 3’s logics of market-driven, capitalist edtech and Wave 5’s critiques on digital colonialism, data extraction, etc. We analyse the various narratives about educational technology including issues of the digital divide, algorithmic bias and its connections with technological determinism, and the challenges and outlooks for the democratisation of technology, among other things. We ask how educational technology promised democratisation while still reproducing dependencies and inequalities in new digital forms, allowing us to ask questions such as “who owns, designs, and profits from such educational infrastructures?”

Key Readings: 
· Conceptual Paper: Selwyn, N. (2016). Is technology good for education?. Polity Press. (Chapters 1-3). 
· Conceptual Paper: Kwet, M. (2019). Digital colonialism: US empire and the new imperialism in the Global South. Race & Class, 60(4), 3–26.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0306396818823172
· Case Paper: Law, E. L.-C., Vostanis, P., & O'Reilly, M. J. (2023). Insights from impacts of the digital divide on children in five majority world countries during the COVID-19 pandemic. Behaviour & Information Technology, 42(15), 2696–2715.


	Session 15
14-18 Dec

	Paper Preparation/Individual Workshops and Consultations

	Session 16:
21-25 Dec 

	Final Paper/Project Presentations  
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