God, Evidence, and Evil Course syllabus Fall 2026
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Instructor: Kevin Kimble Office: 423 Humanities Building
Room: Humanities Building TBD email: kekimble@ccu.edu.tw
Time: Fridays 13:10 —15:00 office hours: Wednesday, Friday 12-1

I. Course Description  :RFZfE/N

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the selected topics below in
analytic philosophy of religion, and to help students think philosophically about the
issues and problems to be discussed. Students will be expected to grasp the key issues
and theories involved, as well as critically evaluate the main arguments for and
against various positions.

EFTERETERY > BT R SGRSEREAT S T s A4 (W ey £, BSR4
LU trin 82697 2SS tHRHRCE B . S24: FR 20 - S A B S L 58, ATt
AR S A5 £ 3w .

Here is a brief summary of the topics and schedule:
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GOD E7f

What concept of God should we adopt? Does God have a nature, and if so, what are
the key attributes of that nature? Is the standard concept of God coherent, or is it
problematic in some way?
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EVIDENCE &5i8

What exactly is evidence? Are there any evidence or arguments (philosophical,
scientific, etc.) to support the existence of God, and if so, what are those arguments?
Are those arguments plausible? Is it necessary for a person to have evidence or
arguments for the existence of God, in order for that person’s belief/ faith to be
rational? Can a person know God or rationally believe in God without having any



evidence or arguments at all? Is scientific knowledge compatible with rationally
believing in the Christian God?
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EVIL ZFfEE

Is the existence of evil and suffering compatible with believing in God? Does the
presence of the large quantities of evil and suffering we see in the world render the
existence of God, such as the Christian God, improbable or implausible? What are
some of the explanations or solutions philosophers have proposed for why God
allows evil and suffering, and are these solutions tenable?
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We will not engage in vague and simplistic discussions of these issues. Rather, along
the way we will rigorously deploy various philosophical tools at our disposal in our
quest for a clearer understanding of these issues-- heuristic tools such as modal logic,
possible worlds, counterfactual theorizing, probabilistic and Bayesian reasoning, and
Grice-Austin implicature and pragmatics.
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This course will require NO previous background in philosophy. I try to
structure the course and materials in such a way to encourage students who are
new to philosophy to take the opportunity to engage with this lively and exciting
field of study.
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I1. Course Reading :RERIE

Required text: Chad Meister, Introducing Philosophy of Religion. Routledge, 2009.

Selections from the textbook will be assigned regularly, as preparation for class
lecture and discussion. & HiE & 2ok & T AT ER I 1F R SR 5 2SS S 28 (Y i &

(The volume of required reading will not be a lot; roughly 7-8 pages per week on
average.) (FEEEANZ > PHEFHELT-8H - )

I11. Written Requirements and Grading {EERAIFEEAE

1. One “objective-style” exam in class (—ZXEREZEE)
The exam is 40% of course grade. The exam date will be 11/27.
EEGER AR AENT 40% - FE\HEA 11/27

EXAM WILL BE *OPEN BOOK, OPEN NOTES*
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*** THERE WILL BE NO QUIZZES IN THIS COURSE ! ***
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2. Small group discussions /|NHETE

The class will form small groups, and we will use approximately 15-20 minutes of class
each week to discuss questions pertaining to issues in the assigned readings. The results of
each discussion will be written up and handed in, one report per group.
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8 discussion reports worth 5 points each; your lowest 2 scores will not be counted,;
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(8 group discussions = 60% of course grade) (8 ZETah = 4445 60%)

Each grade will be based on group participation as well as the written summaries.
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V. Other Course Policies HAMAERE R E

- Class notes will be posted regularly on Ecourse. FRfEzEFE = € HISSAH1E Ecourse [,

- all assigned work may be written in Chinese. Fi/A 5 ERYTEREN o] DA W E 5,

- Missed group discussions typically cannot be made up. The purpose of counting 6 out of 8
discussions is to provide you with a “safety net” for missed classes.
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- Textbook policy-- each student must have access to the course text book/ readings to use during
class time and small group discussions. g8 FAZXRIERYIRE-- B4 EERIFELD
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- Food policy-- students are not permitted to eat during class.

FREREHIRUE - SR EAEIZHY.

- In assigning final course grades, | reserve the right to judge borderline cases on the basis of
attitude, effort, and attendance.  fER{&AYERET > b - BENPRE BB G EZERILAERE
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Tentative schedule of topics

I. The concept of GOD

Various concepts of God

The nature of God

Problems with the concept of God

I1. Arguments and evidence for
Ontological arguments
Cosmological arguments
Design arguments

Moral arguments

I11. Arguments and evidence against
Incompatibility of faith and reason
Incompatibility of faith and science
Arguments against miracles

The problem of evil and suffering
Arguments against the coherence of theism



