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Prerequisites

This graduate-level course examines the role of culture in English language teaching.
Students explore foundational frameworks for understanding culture and intercultural
communicative competence, critically analyze how culture is represented in EFL materials,
and develop skills to design materials that foster intercultural learning.

A central distinction runs throughout the course: between materials that merely contain
cultural content and those that are designed to develop intercultural awareness, critical
reflection, and a dynamic view of culture in learners. Students will apply course
frameworks to evaluate existing materials, engage in critical analysis of Al-generated
cultural content, and complete a materials design project supported by a written
theoretical rationale.

AT L
Course Descriptions

By the end of this course, students will be able to:
®  Explain key concepts in cultural theory and their relevance to EFL teaching.
® Analyze how culture is represented in EFL textbooks and other teaching materials.

29 p 4 ® Distinguish between materials that contain cultural content and those that are

Learning Objectives interculturally oriented.
®  Apply theoretical frameworks from the course to evaluate and design EFL materials.
Design EFL materials that develop intercultural learning in students.
®  Articulate the theoretical rationale for their materials design decisions in writing.
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Textbooks and

Required Readings (weekly, distributed electronically):
® Byram, M., Gribkova, B., & Starkey, H. (2002). Developing the intercultural dimension in

language teaching: A practical introduction for teachers. Council of Europe. [§1-2
required for all; §3—12 distributed via a capacity-capped sign-up jigsaw]

Cortazzi, M., & Jin, L. (1999). Cultural mirrors: Materials and methods in the EFL
classroom. In E. Hinkel (Ed.), Culture in second language teaching and learning (pp.
196-219). Cambridge University Press.

Ibrahim, H. B. (2022). Implementing backward design to foster intercultural
communicative competence in textbook-based curricula: A proposed framework for
English language practitioners. Intercultural Communication Education, 5(1), 1-16.
Kanoksilapatham, B., & Suranakkharin, T. (2021). Enhancing Thai elementary students'
English and maintaining Thainess using localized materials: Two putative confronting

References forces. Studies in English Language and Education, 8(3), 1006—-1025.
Ko, S., & McConachy, T. (2026). Examining intercultural learning in Korean High School
“English Conversation” textbooks: The role of cultural representations and textbook
activities. Language, Culture and Curriculum.
https://doi.org/10.1080/07908318.2026.2713050
Moran, P. R. (2001). Teaching culture: Perspectives in practice. Heinle & Heinle.
[Chapter 3: Defining culture; Chapter 4: Culture learning; Chapter 10: Culture learning
outcomes]
Weninger, C., & Kiss, T. (2013). Culture in English as a foreign language (EFL) textbooks:
A semiotic approach. TESOL Quarterly, 47(4), 694-716.
https://doi.org/10.1002/tesq.87
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Instructor’s
Information

® Attendance and participation: Regular attendance and active participation in class
discussions and activities are essential for success in this course. Students are
expected to come to class prepared, having completed all assigned readings and
tasks.

® Late Submission Policy: Assignments submitted after the due date will incur a penalty
of 5 points per day, up to a maximum of 3 days late. Assignments will not be accepted
after 3 days without prior arrangement with the instructor.

® Academic Integrity: Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty will
not be tolerated and may result in failure of the assignment or course, or other
disciplinary action in accordance with university regulations.

® Al Usage Policy: Generative Al may be used to support comprehension of course
readings — for example, clarifying a difficult passage or discussing ideas after reading
— and to correct grammar and mechanical errors in your writing. It must not be used
to summarize readings or to generate or substantially rewrite any written work
required for this course, which must reflect your own thinking. Any other use must be
disclosed. Al use specific to the Materials Design Project is addressed separately in
the project guidelines.

Assessment

Midterm Examination — 25%
A pen-and-paper in-class examination held during Week 8. The midterm assesses students'
understanding of foundational frameworks covered in Phase 1 and their ability to apply
these frameworks to EFL materials analysis.
Participation — 20%
This category includes active participation in seminar discussions, in-class activities, and
workshops, as well as one reading presentation delivered by each student during the
semester. Presentations run approximately 15 minutes and should summarize the
reading’s main points and pose a discussion question connecting the reading to personal or
cultural experience, followed by a brief student-led discussion. Participation quality — both
general engagement and the reading presentation — is assessed on the basis of
preparation, engagement, and contribution to class learning.
Materials Design Project — 55%
Students design a set of EFL materials oriented toward intercultural learning. The project
comprises three components:

® Materials design (20%): A set of original EFL materials designed to develop

intercultural learning in students.
® \Written rationale (25%): A written rationale (1,500-2,000 words) that explicitly
connects design decisions to theories and frameworks discussed in the course.
® Presentation (10%): Students present their completed project during Week 15.

& ¥ Az % Weekly Scheduled Contents

Week | Date

Topic

Reading

Phase 1 Foundations

Week 1 | Sep. 08

Course Introduction

Week 2 | Sep. 15

What Is Culture?

Moran (2001), Ch. 3

Week 3 | Sep. 22

How Culture Is Learned: The Four Knowings

Moran (2001), Ch. 4

Week 4 | Sep. 29

Intercultural Communicative Competence

Byram et al. (2002)

Phase 2 Culture in EFL Materials and Classrooms

Week 5 | Oct.06 | Culture, Language, and EFL Materials Cortazzi & Jin (1999)
Week 6 | Oct. 13 How Culture Appears in EFL Textbooks Weninger & Kiss (2013)
Week 7 | Oct.20 | Cultural Representation and Intercultural Processes in Textbooks | Ko & McConachy (2026)
Week 8 | Oct.27 | Midterm —

Week 9 | Nov.03 | Localized Materials and Global English Kanoksilapatham &

Suranakkharin (2021)

Phase 3 Designing Materials for Intercultural Learning

Week 10| Nov. 10

Culture Learning Outcomes

Moran (2001), Ch. 10

Week 11| Nov. 17

Al and Cultural Content: Generation, Critique & Revision




Week 12 | Nov. 24 | Designing Materials for ICC: Backward Design Ibrahim (2022)

Week 13 | Dec. 01 | Scaffolding Session 1: Project Proposals —

Week 14 | Dec. 08 | Scaffolding Session 2: Draft Materials Sharing —

Week 15| Dec. 15 Final Presentations —

Week 16 | Dec. 22 | No Class — Project Submission Deadline —
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