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College Chinese: Writing and Cultural Innovation in Chayi
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This course examines the diverse forms of local culture that have evolved across
Sf LI different historical periods within the context of Chiayi’s development. Its primary

subjects include popular local foods and snacks, the Alishan railway and forestry
industries, the rise, decline, and transformation of local industries, community-based
ecological conservation and cultural and creative initiatives, distinctive landscapes and
urban imagery, and religious festivals. The course analyzes how the natural
environment, cultural landscapes, and local governance have collectively shaped
Chiayi’s regional identity. Through food memories, railway narratives, industrial
development, tourism landscapes, and seasonal festivals, it explores the lifestyles and
values of local communities. Through lectures, case studies, and field observations,
students are guided to understand Chiayi from multiple perspectives and transform local
knowledge into creative designs, thereby deepening the interpretation and
communication of local characteristics while advancing cultural preservation, public
participation, and local revitalization.
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