Philosophy of Mind  Fall 2026 Course syllabus
OLETR EZ VAN

Instructor: Kevin Kimble Office: 423 Humanities Building
Time: Wednesday, Friday 10:15-11:30  email: kekimble@ccu.edu.tw
Room: Humanities Building 139 office hours: Wednesday, Friday 12-1

I. Course Description and Objectives  #7zRN%5 81 H 2

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the most important concepts
and problems in contemporary philosophy of mind. Foremost among the issues we
will discuss are the mind-body problem, recent theories of mind, mental causation,
mental content, and consciousness.
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Il. Course Reading  sjuifs:E

Required text: Jack Crumley, A Brief Introduction to Philosophy of Mind.
Rowman & Littlefield, 2006.

Recommended secondary text (a broader general survey): Tim Bayne, Philosophy
of Mind: An Introduction. Routledge Press, 2022.

Selections from the Crumley text will be assigned regularly, as preparation for
class lecture and discussion.
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I11. Written Requirements and Grading {FESLKFIRFE1E?

1. Two “objective-style” exams in class (i ZEE)
each exam is worth 30% of course grade;  exam #1-- 11/06;  exam #2-- 12/23
FAEEERE LR EER 30%, IS sl AL EEEHT 60% -

BOTH EXAMS ARE *OPEN BOOK, OPEN NOTES*
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*** THERE WILL BE NO QUIZZES IN THIS COURSE | ***
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2. Small group discussions /]N4HE &

The class will form small groups, and we will use approximately 30-40 minutes of class
each week to discuss questions pertaining to issues in the assigned readings. The results
of each discussion will be written up and handed in, one report per group.
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10 discussion reports worth 5 points each; your lowest 2 scores will not be
counted; 8 KIVEREETEmAF K 597 » SRV T B ERE

(8 group discussions = 40% of course grade) (8 ZtETzh = 4ERL&ENY 40%)

Each grade will be based on group participation as well as the written summaries.
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V. Other Course Policies E R E

- Class notes will be posted regularly on Ecourse. FRAE:EFE @ € HISEAH1E Ecourse [,

- all assigned work may be written in Chinese. A +5 €V ERER 0] DL EE.

- Missed group discussions typically cannot be made up. The purpose of counting 8 out of 10
discussions is to provide you with a “safety net” for missed classes.
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- Textbook policy-- each student must have access to the course text book/ readings to use
during class time and small group discussions. BE AR ERVIR E-- BMIELEER B
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- Food policy-- students are not permitted to eat during class.
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- In assigning final course grades, | reserve the right to judge borderline cases on the basis of
attitude, effort, and attendance. FEE(&IVAERE Ty | > BETIR A EHEG(EZEAERE
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V. Course outline

I. Introduction and background issues (Crumley, introduction)

Il. Theories of mind

A.) Dualist theories (Crumley ch. 1)

B.) Philosophical behaviorism (Ravenscroft ch. 2)

C.) ldentity theory (Crumley ch. 3)

D.) Functionalism (ch. 4, 5)

E.) Instrumentalism and Eliminativism (ch. 6)

[11. Central problems in philosophy of mind

A.) Mental content (ch. 8)

B.) Mental causation (ch. 9)

C.) Consciousness (ch. 10)



