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Learning Objective

Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:

(1) Describe the special functions of financial institutions.

(2) Identify factors that determine interest rates.

(3) Describe the roles of the Federal Reserve System.

(4) Describe the various domestic and foreign financial markets, including the money;,
bond, and stock markets.

(5) Explain the operations of commercial banks and analyze the financial statements
of a typical commercial bank.

(6) Describe the roles and functions of insurance companies, securities firms,
investment banks, investment companies, and Fintech companies.

AR
Course Descriptions

This course is intended to help the students understand the operation of increasingly
integrated foreign and domestic financial markets. It also aims to develop students'
basic understanding of the key characteristics of commercial banks and other major
sectors of the financial services industry.
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Teaching materials
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(B SHEE R (self-made video)  ME({i(Others)

HEEIR MERTEABIE(Website) [1EZ 4814 (Intern Web)

Teaching Resources | 1444 28 7 #% it T #(Downloadable Files)

BREI2EE Required Textbook:

Textbooks/References | Financial Markets and Institutions, 9th Edition, by Anthony Saunders, Marcia Millon
Cornett, and Otgontsetseg (Otgo) Erhemjamts (McGrawHill-Irwin, Hwa Tai, 2025,
ISBN 978-1-266-82581-1).
X T FEEEEVER  MEIRAREEBEREECBRER -
Please respect intellectual property rights, and do not photocopy the textbooks
assigned by professors.
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Other description

e Attendance and Leave Policy: Leave application procedures must be completed
within one week of the absence date. Requests submitted after this period will not
be accepted.

e Late Submission Policy: Late submissions for assignments and projects will not
be accepted under any circumstances.

e Makeup Exam Policy: Makeup exams will not be given, and missed exams will
be excused only in extreme circumstances. If you are unable to take the exam at
the scheduled time, you must notify me IN ADVANCE by e-mail or telephone.
Failure to provide advance notice will result in a grade of zero for the exam.
Students will only be allowed to take a makeup exam if they provide a legitimate
excuse accompanied by documentation from a medical doctor or an appropriate
official authority. Makeup exams may be cumulative and entirely different from
the original exam. No curve or extra credit will be given for any makeup exam.
In addition, no early exams will be given under any circumstances.

e Al Usage Policy: You may use generative Al tools (e.g., ChatGPT, Claude) to
support learning, such as clarifying concepts or improving writing clarity.
However, Al tools must not be used to complete graded assignments, projects, or
exams in place of your own work. Any use of Al must be disclosed. Misuse of Al
tools will be treated as a violation of academic integrity.




Financial Markets and Institutions Fall 2026 Instructor: Amy Ho, Ph.D.
SRfZ#H B Course Schedule (Undergraduate)

HX | HE | BHMER | st
Week Date Chapter Subject Remark
1. 9/10 Syllabus & Overview
2. 9/17 1 Introduction
3. 9/24 2 Determinants of Interest Rates Form Groups
4. 10/1 2 Determinants of Interest Rates (Cont’d) Select Proj. Topics
S. 10/8 4 The Federal Reserve System, Monetary Policy, and Interest Rates
6. 10/15 5 Money Markets
7. 10/22 6 Bond Markets
Stock Markets
8. 10/29 8
Review for Midterm Exam
0. 11/5 ** MIDTERM EXAM ** (Chapters 1, 2, 4,5, 6, & 8)
10. 11/12 11 Commercial Banks: Industry Overview
11. 11/19 12 Commercial Banks’ Financial Statements and Analysis
12. 11/26 15 Insurance Companies
16 Securities Firms and Investment Banks
13. 12/3
19 Fintech Companies
Term Project
14, 12/10 Group Term Project Presentations
Report
Group Term Project Presentations Term Project
15. 12/17
Review for Final Exam Report
16. 12/24 ** FINAL EXAM ** (Chapters 11, 12, 15, 16, & 19)
17. 12/31 Self-Study
18. 1/7 Self-Study

The schedule above is tentative and subject to adjustment as the class proceeds.



