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Renaissance English Literature
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Instructor Dr. Shao-ming Kung Instructor’s Email shaomingkung@gmail.com
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Teaching Assistant TA’s Email
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Course Descriptions

This is a survey course covering the English literary tradition from the sixteenth
century to the seventeenth century. Given the scope and nature of the course,
students must gear up the considerable amount of reading assignments, with the

instructor’s guidance.

Group report and group discussion of these works will be assigned in the class.
Before the mid-term, the reading will cover representative works of Christopher
Marlowe and William Shakespeare’s sonnets. After the mid-term, we will move
to read William Shakespeare’s King Lear and John Donne’s sonnets. Though time
allows only cursory and selective readings of texts under consideration, we will
still try to conduct guided readings and in-depth analyses of the representative
texts.
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Learning Objectives

(1) introduce the cultural and historical background;
(2) locate the major critical issues in the work under discussion;

(3) approach the work from new perspectives
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Textbooks and
References

Abrahms, M. H. et al, eds. The Norton Anthology of English Literature. 8th ed. Vol.
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Teaching Resources
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Instructor’s
Information
& AP % Weekly Scheduled Contents
1 9/8-9/10 Introduction: The Sixteenth Century (1485-1603), pp. 485-513
2 9/15-9/17 Christopher Marlowe, “The Passionate Shepherd to His Love,” p.1022; Sir Walter

Raleigh: “The Nymph’s Reply to the Shepherd,” p.917

9/22-9/24

William Shakespeare’s Sonnets (12, 18. 30, 55, 60, 73, 116, 130)

9/29-10/1

William Shakespeare’s Sonnets --to be continued

10/6-10/8

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Group Report (1)

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Group Report (2)

10/20-10/22

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Film watching and discussion

10/27-10/29

Mid-term Exam

3
4
5
6 10/13-10/15
5
8
9

11/3-11/5

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: Group Report (3)

10 | 11/10-11/12

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: Group Report (4)

11 | 11/17-11/19

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: Group Report (5)

12 | 11/24-11/26

King Lear: Film watching and discussion

13 | 12/1-12/3

Shakespeare in Love: Film watching and discussion

14 | 12/8-12/3

John Donne’s sonnets (1)

15 | 12/15-12/3

John Donne’s sonnets (1)

16 | 12/22-12/24

Final Exam

Flexible Teaching Week

18 Flexible Teaching Week
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MERATE R 4 BB R
S Degrees of Related to Core
Core competency Competence
1 2 3 4 5
1) A £ EB3E 2 it 4 (Effective Communication and Language Skills ) [ ]
(2) &8 ¥ &%f#474 4 (Classics Comprehension and Analysis ) [ ]
- (3) R*RE mEFT 7 ic 3 (Problem-Solving and Research ) ]
Specific (4) £]1F&E £]FTsc # (Creativity and Innovation ) [ ]
Competency  (5) FLHE* i 4 B F & (Technology Application and Literacy ) [ |
(6) 2ZRARTFE 5 2 (L 2n4viy 4 (Global Vision and Awareness of -
Cultural Diversity )
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#A2 & £ Course Requirements

1.Each student must attend the class regularly. I will call your name when the class starts after five minutes
2. Each student just has four times to apply leaving throughout the whole semester; over the quota, except for
family or medial emergency, you should not be absent without providing any proofs of leaving within two
weeks. 2 I T UPGEE o 2 BEE T RS FRUE LR F (7 2B 0 R EARH
WA EE R —“Ff LA N2 S R @ PF 2 5 % 12 o Proof of leave must be submitted
(within a week) with a 250-word report in English to explain your absence. Lateness for class may be
considered as absence without leave

Y=g &35 Assessment and Grade Distribution (tentative)

Participation: 10%. Mid-term Exam: 30%
Group Report: 30%  Final Exam: 30%




