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Linguistically, Manchu belongs to the Manchu-Tungusic branch of the Altaic
language family. During the Qing Dynasty, it held the status of the “National
Language” (C. guoyu [EzE) and profoundly influenced modern Northern Mandarin;
today, it is still used by a small number of people.

The creation of the Manchu script began in 1599, when Nurhaci (Emperor Taizu
of the Qing Dynasty) ordered his officials to adapt the Mongolian script to write the
Manchu language, resulting in what is known as Old Manchu (or “script without dots
and circles”). Later, in 1632, Hong Taiji (Emperor Taizong) commissioned further
improvements, adding dots and circles to distinguish different consonants. This evolved
into the widely used New Manchu (or “script with dots and circles”) of subsequent
generations.

As the official language of the Qing Dynasty, Manchu left behind a vast corpus
of official government documents. Furthermore, many Chinese and foreign classics
were translated into Manchu, and a variety of Manchu literary works existed among the
populace. This course aims to provide students with a foundational understanding of the
Manchu language and its archival documents through the teaching of the Manchu
alphabet, grammar, and primary sources. This course will select various Manchu
documents to familiarize students with different Manchu calligraphic styles and

documentary formats.

PRARE

learning objectives

KRR DA EEET s T BHLUSURIRE B s - AREREATIER - 248
S 4 Bl B A [ 2 i SRS SRV RE T DAEAE AR RE 28 A HobfE 5%
oo
The course will primarily consist of lectures, supplemented by the reading and
discussion of historical sources. Upon completion of this course, students are expected
to have mastered the ability to read and translate various types of Manchu archival

documents, enabling them to apply these skills to their future research.
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SHAZESK Requirements and Grading
B RFESEL (PR BTG ) In-class Participation (Attendance and discussion)--20%
B [EEOHES In-class Quiz--40%
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. . Manchu texts will be handed out in each class for students to translate. These will be
information

collected after completion, followed by an immediate review. The average score of these in-

class quizzes will account for 40% of the total grade.
B Hi°R™ Final Exam--40% (Week 16)
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Week 1  Course Introduction

B RFEK4H:EAE Explaining the Syllabus
Reading: Syllabus
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Week 2 Manchu Phonology, Script and Transcription
B T EHEF S Vowels and Consonants
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¥ “Twelves Heads” or Twelve Syllables of Manchu

B Ji7 R 248 Transcription Systems of Manchu
Reading: (mizEREak) > H 1-122 5 Manchu: A Textbook for Reading Documents, 3-32; The World s Writing
Systems, 536-558.
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Week 3 Manchu Dialogue (I)
B [z Greetings
B 545 Human Body
Reading: (J@izk 365 1)) » H 1-11 »
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Week 4 Manchu Dialogue (I1)
B Ff Age
B 57 A\ Family
Reading: (CiizE 365 a)) » H 12-20 -
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Week 5 Manchu Dialogue (I1I)

B 74 Name

B 5 AHZYE% Introduce Oneself
Reading: (JiizE 365 1)) » H 21-29 -
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Week 6 Manchu Dialogue (I1V)
B 78y Food
B 3P Drinks
Reading: (JgsE 365 A]) » H 30-46 -
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Week 7 Manchu Dialogue (V)

B T {F Work

B -7 Manchu Scripts
Reading: (JgsE 365 A]) » H 47-58 -
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Week 8 Manchu Dialogue (VI)
B ji5:E Manchu Language
B 5= Reading
Reading: (JjizE 365 A)) » H 59-71 o
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Week 9  Manchu Dialogue (VII)

W - HRPH Shopping

W 3 Transportation
Reading: (JiizE 365 A)) » H 72-80 o
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Week 10 Manchu Dialogue (VIII)
B 2 School
B [ Classroom
Reading: (JjizE 365 4)) » H 81-91 -
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Week 11  Manchu Dialogue (IX)
B U= - F£HH Season and Calendar
B K55 Weather

Reading: (JiizE 365 ) » H 92-103 -
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Week 12 Selected Documents in Manchu ()

B (CKEmNESE) Manchu Veritable Records of the Qing Dynasty
Reading: Manchu: A Textbook for Reading Documents, 37-49.
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Week 13 Selected Documents in Manchu (II)
B Z=3E Imperial Palace Memorial

Reading: (#pkE) > B 7-10 -
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Week 14 Selected Documents in Manchu (I11)
B Z3E$EE| Palace Memorial Record Books of the Grand Council
Reading: J13% - (REMIEATEHMIFREES FREGREIIEHE ) » & 18401 H 26 H - &
14 172478 -
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Week 15 Review Session

B %55 Dialogue

B E§rEiZEFE Veritable Records and Imperial Memorials
Reading: AEHARTA SUA -
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Week 16 Final Exam
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Week 18  Independent Study
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