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Inner Asia, also known as Central Eurasia or Inner Eurasia, is used to describe
the land between the Pontic-Caspian steppe and Mongol steppe. The natural
environment of Inner Asia includes steppe, oasis, desert, and arid area. Most Inner
Asian peoples are nomads and hunter-gatherers. Oasis dwellers can cultivate crops. In
world history, many great empires and civilizations were built by Inner Asian peoples,
including the Scythians, Xiongnu, Tiirks, Uighurs, Tibetans, Mongols, and Manchus.
They had laid significant political and cultural legacies for the modern world.

This course will introduce the Inner Asian civilizations in world history. Students
will read general works and some excerpts of historical sources on the Inner Asian
civilizations. Videos will be used as teaching aids if needed. Following introductory
lectures on the history and geography of the region, we will survey, in a chronological
order, the historical developments in the region, both in the sedentary areas, and in the
steppes, beginning with the rise of the Scythians and concluding in Inner Asia after the
collapse of Soviet rule in fourteen weeks and explore one topic on Inner Asian history
on the fifteenth week.
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After finishing this course, students will understand the periodization of the
development of the Inner Asian civilizations, learn the important issues and
perspectives in the field of Inner Asian history, have primary abilities of reading and

analyzing the materials, and develop a broader global perspective.
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Golden, Peter B. Central Asia in World History. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011.
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Levi, Scott C., and Ron Sela, eds. Islamic Central Asia: An Anthology of Historical
Sources. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2010.
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=1:=E H Reading List for Discussion
Barfield, Thomas. The Perilous Frontiers: Nomadic Empires and China. Oxford:
Blackwell, 1989. A2 RINIERTEEE - walE - (EhrivEE @ BHer
EREAE ) - FEA  JTER AR - 2011 - (Week 15)
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B CPHFHFERIZELE R In-class Participation (Attendance and discussion)--20%
B [E/NE Map Quiz--10% (Week 4)
B 5wy ss Discussion Report--30% (Week 15)
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Write a discussion report on the assigned work for week 15 (see the part “Textbook and




Reference”) (40004500 words, Chinese font: PMingLiu, English font: Times New Roman,
body size 12pt). For the quotation, it should not exceed 5% of the total length of your
discussion report, i.e. 200-225 words. If you quote the sentences from the book you choose,
just cite the page number at the end of the sentence. Otherwise, you have to give a detailed
citation. The citation format will follow the Bulletin of IHP. The hardcopy of your discussion
report should be handed to me by the end of the due class and will be graded down one notch
for each day that it is late (A to A, etc.). The discussion report turned in after class ends will

be considered late. No work will be accepted more than three days after the due date.
B H°K*% Final Exam--40% (Week 16)
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weekly scheduled contents

S SREEfT
Week 1 Course Introduction

B GRREA4NEEfE Explaining the Syllabus
Reading: Syllabus

B RGNS Y S
Week 2 The Rise of Nomadism and Oasis City-States
B FHi A2 A NG Early Human Migration into Inner Asia
B EHYHER Emergence of Nomadic Pastoralism
B EN BT Nomads and Cities
Reading: Golden, Central Asia in World History, Chap 1; Sinor, Inner Asia; Soucek, A History of Inner Asia,
Preface and Intro

B R
Week 3 The Early Nomads
B EJERAAYZENHE The Migration of Indo-European Peoples
B TR A B HTRE ] Scythians and the Persian Empires
B A EAZRER ] Xiongnu and Qin and Han China
Reading: Golden, Central Asia in World History, Chap 2; Frye, The Heritage, Chap 3—11; Hambly ed., Central
Asia, Chaps 1 & 2
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Week 4 Heavenly Qaghans: The Tiirks and Their Successors (*Map Quiz)
B {Ek Tabghach
B 27X Rouran
B FBE Hephthalite
B ZEjEt Turk
Reading: Golden, Central Asia in World History, Chap 3; Frye, The Heritage, Chap 12

CENANE -4l e s PR E S GO ERIE
Week 5 The Cities of the Silk Road and the Coming of Islam
B 524} Sogdians
B Ao EPAYETT Cities in Eastern Inner Asia
B NSEpEERAYI T Cities in Western Inner Asia
Reading: Golden, Central Asia in World History, Chap 4; Frye, The Heritage, Chap 13; Levi and Sela eds.,
Islamic Central Asia, Pt. 1
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Week 6  Crescent over the Steppe: Islam and the Turkic Peoples
B ofjE A Khazars




B =2 T5 Samanids
B ZETFE Qarakhanids
B ZERfETE] Seljuk Dynasty
Reading: Golden, Central Asia in World History, Chap 5; Grousset, The Empire of the Steppes, Chap 2 & 3;
Frye, The Heritage, Chap 15; Levi and Sela eds., Islamic Central Asia, Pt. 2
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Week 7 The Mongol Whirlwind (I)

B 2 HEGERTAYANSEEES Inner Asia before the Rise of the Mongols

B S ETHEEBEIIER AZ Conquests of Chinggis Khan and His Successors
Reading: Foner, Golden, Central Asia in World History, Chap 6
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Week 8 The Mongol Whirlwind (II)
B 2 EEEA THYANEE Inner Asia under Mongol Rule
B ZEHA TAYEREEAS)R Eurasian Interactions under Mongol Rule
Reading: Golden, Central Asia in World History, Chap 6; Levi and Sela eds., Islamic Central Asia, Pt. 3
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Week 9 Post-Mongol Central Asia and the Timurids (I)

B i RJLEEAFHTREE (L Islamization of the Jochi Ulus

B ZEETERY 2B R S AVEGE Division of the Chaghatay Khanate and the Rise of Timur
Reading: Golden, Central Asia in World History, Chap 7
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Week 10  Post-Mongol Central Asia and the Timurids (II)
B RS FEIFYSEY Glory of the Timurid Dynasty
B [5RFFEIRYES Decline of the Timurids
B (N ERAYEE(L Changes of Eastern Inner Asia
Reading: Golden, Central Asia in World History, Chap 7; Levi and Sela eds., Islamic Central Asia, Pt. 4
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Week 11 The Age of Gunpowder and the Crush of Empires

B ISEETE A B EZL R AR HER Emergence of the Qazags and Uzbeks

B 5 55 The Mughal Dynasty

B 22 E A TR #RZ Mongolian Second Conversion of Buddhism

B RN REERTELE R ACAE T AYNEE Inner Asia between the Russian and Qing Empires

B (SEFIEZIEE AN Bl E B A ERASE Islamic Inner Asia and Buddhist Inner Asia
[Reading: Golden, Central Asia in World History, Chap 8; Khalid, Central Asia, Chaps 1-4; Levi and Sela eds.,
Islamic Central Asia, Pt. 5
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Week 12 The Problems of Modernity (1)

B L gIHARY N EE 52, Inner Asia in the Early Nineteenth Century

B (B PO BETANY N G258 Tsarist Central Asia and Qing Inner Asian Frontiers
IReading: Golden, Central Asia in World History, Chap 9; Khalid, Central Asia, Chaps 58
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Week 13 The Problems of Modernity (II)

B L gIHARY NGRS 2, Inner Asia in the Early Twentieth Century

B R o ETEESISE National Delimitation in Soviet Central Asia

B R EBPYALE Inner Asia in the Post-Soviet Era

[Reading: Golden, Central Asia in World History, Chap 9; Khalid, Central Asia, Chaps 9-25; Levi and Sela
eds., Islamic Central Asia, Pt. 6; B KIE ~ JESGIGYR > (oo 7L 5244 )
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Week 15 Discussion: Were Nomadic Empires a Response to Chinese Empires? (*Discussion Report Due)
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[Reading: Barfield, The Perilous Frontiers.
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'Week 16 Final Exam
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Week 17 Independent Study
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Week 18 Independent Study
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