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course descriptions

This course is an introduction to history and historical research. Its purpose is to
offer students a basic knowledge about the nature, theory and methods of history and
historiography. This course is divided into two semesters, and this semester is the first
one. During this semester, this course will cover the object of historical research, the
scale of time and space, topics of historical research, the cause and meanings of
history, and the nature of historical knowledge.
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After you finish this course, you will understand the basic knowledge of
historical research, grasp important issues and perspectives in historiography, develop
a preliminary competence of interpreting and analyzing historical materials, and

cultivate a holistic perspective on the past with temporal depth and spatial breadth.
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instructor’s
information The class will be divided into four groups during the first week. Each group must

choose two historians from a selection of four representing different eras and regions, read
their accounts regarding nomads, and select four of the following six assigned questions for
a comparative analysis:
1.  How do historians from settled societies describe the origins of nomads?
2. Can commonalities be found among different nomadic groups within the
descriptions provided by historians from various settled societies?
3. What is the relationship between nomads and townspeople in the accounts of
settled peoples?
4.  How do historians from settled societies explain the reasons behind the decline or
failure of nomads?
5. According to historians from settled societies, is there a shared humanity between
nomads and settled peoples?
6. How do historians from settled societies view the regularities or patterns of
human history?

Each group is required to give a 20-minute oral presentation in the eighth week. After the

presentation, each group must submit the revised digital version of their report—including a




list of group members and their respective divisions of labor—to my email address
(weictsai@ccu.edu.tw) before the end of class in the ninth week. The file name must follow
the format “Introduction to Historical Studies Group Report - Group Number.” Anyone who
fails to submit before the end of class will be considered late. For each day a report is late,
the grade be graded down one notch (A to A-, etc.). Reports delayed by more than three
days will not be accepted.
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Choose a book from the book list (see the References) and write a book review (3500—

4000 words, Chinese font: PMingLiu, English font: Times New Roman, body size 12pt).

\

For the quotation, it should not exceed 5% of the total length of your book review, i.e. 175—
200 words. If you quote the sentences from the book you choose, just cite the page number
at the end of the sentence. Otherwise, you have to give a detailed citation. The citation
format will follow the Bulletin of IHP. The electronic file (in docx format) of your book
review should be sent to my email (weictsai@ccu.edu.tw) by the end of the due class and
will be graded down one notch for each day that it is late (A to A", etc.). The file name
should be in the format of “book title-student name-student id number.” The email title
should be “student name-midterm book review of Gateway to History (I).” The book review
turned in after class ends will be considered late. No work will be accepted more than three
days after the due date.

B HAR* Final Exam--40% (Week 16)
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Week 1 Course Introduction
B CERRKAEEf#E Explaining the Syllabus
Reading: Page & Maxson; Maza, Introduction; Schrag; FH&EETE » (LEREESE)
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Week 2 & 3 The History of Whom?
B EJEEES T ERHE A fil—2Z2 A History from Above: “Great Men” and a Few Women
B e EisE E757E Social History and Quantification
B EEEE . SRRV E E 4y E. P. Thompson’s Historical Revolution
B (XPiEigEdEN 4 Resistance and Agency
W JELFL A\ 25 Power and the Private Sphere
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Week 4 Film Screening
Reading: {7k AE:E) (Denial) (2016)
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Week 5 & 6 The History of Where?
B RS A AT E 4R 2 How National History Became Unnatural
B RS B EESKEE Oceans, Middle Grounds, Borderlands, and Zomia
B 2IRSAVEGE The Rise of Global History
B gYEUM{C 2 AYERSE Displacing Euro-America
B KL Big History
Reading: Maza, Chap 2; FFfU{E > (IR E®) ; s AR - (Big History KFESE ) 5 3FITLLI4R
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Week 7 The History of What? (I)

B (ST EY) From Ideas to Things

B AESE(LAYER 258 The Changing History of Ideas

B SIEHT - FLBEAYRIEEE 4y Thomas Kuhn’s Scientific Revolution
Reading: Maza, Chap 3; MHFF4H ~ E%F > CEEHER M)
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Week 8 Material Analysis Group Presentation: Historians from Sedentary Societies on Nomads
B RS EETELZE A Herodotus on Scythians
B 5 EERNIELIASE Sima Qian on Xiongnu and Dayuan
B A - FREEGHTEFE Ibn Khaldun on Nomads
B EAERIERES Gibbon on Nomads

Reading: 72518 (FESL) @ SERE (SHEC) A - ighe (S 4im) S A (EEEFEELS)
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Week 9 The History of What? (I) (*Group Presentation Due)
B FESRR4E YR Science in Historical Context
B Y055 The New History of Things
B HAREEEMIE AJE{TEIE Nature and Other Nonhuman Actors

Reading: Maza, Chap 3; HR549 ~ ‘Eh5 > (CLEEEER T
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Week 10 How Is History Produced? (I) (*Book Review Due)
B {EHEFEEREEE From Chroniclers to Academics
B ER -~ AN FEFE SR B SR 2 Popular, Public, and Digital History
Reading: Maza, Chap 4; B7% » CRZARMITIAMFESE ) 5 R - (IS8R 2R 2 ) o RS - (CuRE
BRI AG ) 5 BETIL4R o (R RS2 )
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Week 11 How Is History Produced? (II)
B FEBUEETE - BEadaEiEfEs: 2 Orthodoxy and Revisionism : How Debate Shapes
History
B Rk ZE R AR TRESE 2 Do Sources and Archives Make History?
Reading: Maza, Chap 4; fZEH17 » (ERSER—#ERN(F ) 5 4l - (SR T75 ) 2504 ~ oAt (O
RSB ER T E)
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Week 12 & 13 Causes or Meanings?
B [K5RI{&FIFES Causality and History




BEFHAEAER - HERER AR BEEET In Search of Laws and Patterns: Social Science
History and Comparison
B B F E B AR Marxism and the Annales School
5 T FE SR B EE (Y [B]EF Multicausal History and the Return of the Event
B RS | RS In Search of Meaning: Microhistory
B 4OEZE -~ B T s ks | Clifford Geertz, Michel Foucault, and the “New Cultural History”
Reading: Maza, Chap 5; JG4EHTEF » (RSB 5%) © (A5e - QEABEE S ) RS > (TE5ELEEE]
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Week 14 & 15 Facts or Fictions?
B ZEMEAYELEE The Rise and Fall of Objectivity
B BN EEMFES oA EER 2 K /77E Postmodernism and History: Radical Skepticism
and New Methods
B YRR R T SKEY Everything Is Constructed
B [J0AYETEE A Barbarians at the Gate
B e AR - BT {arE e 4R ? Distortion or Imagination: Where Do We Draw the Line?
Reading: Maza, Chap 6; HZEHTRF - (FESZER15%) © 0kl - 2% (R T) © sl - (1%
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Week 16 Final Exam

FH+tHE BFEH
Week 17 Independent Study

H1E HEeH
Week 18 Independent Study
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