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This course explores the theoretical foundations and practical applications of
online learning, primarily referencing the textbook “Learning Theory and Online
Technologies” by Dr. Linda Harasim. Students will engage with the key learning
theories that have shaped the evolution of online education, including behaviorism,
cognitivism, constructivism, and Harasim’s own theory of Online Collaborative
HEMm Learning (OCL). Through critical readings, analytical discussions, and practical

Course Descriptions

projects, students will examine how these theoretical frameworks guide the design,
implementation, and evaluation of online learning environments, especially in adult
education contexts. The course also addresses contemporary developments and
ongoing challenges in emerging learning technologies, such as generative Al in
education, and remote, virtual, and hybrid teaching, along with educational research
and emerging pedagogical trends.
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Learning Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
o Identify and express key learning theories related to online education, especially
regarding Online Collaborative Learning (OCL).
e Analyze the implications of various theoretical perspectives for integrating
technology in teaching and learning.
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e Evaluate online learning environments and instructional practices using
appropriate theoretical lenses.

e Apply learning theories to the design of effective and engaging online learning
experiences.

e Collaborate in teams to conceptualize, design, and present innovative online
instructional projects.

e Critically reflect on online pedagogy’s theoretical and ethical dimensions,
including equity, accessibility, and learner autonomy.

e Harasim, L. (2017). Learning theory and online technologies (2" ed.).
Routledge.

e Auer, M. E., & May, D. (Eds.). (2025). 2024 Yearbook emerging technologies

HAERELE in learning. Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-80388-8
Textbooks and .

References e Amrane-Cooper, L., Baume, D., Brown, S., Hatzipanagos, S., Powell, P.,
Sherman, S., & Tait, A. (Eds.). (2023). Online and distance education for a
connected world. University College London (UCL) Press.
https://doi.org/10.14324/111.9781800084797.
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Instructor’s Office Hours: Tuesday 13:00 PM - 15:00 PM, by appointment via email.
Information
FEARENE
Weekly Scheduled Contents

W1:9/8 Course Introduction and Warm-up Activities
W2:9/15 9/18 (Fri.) Field-based Learning: 2026 % —J& (#2 &#s4t € 69 Kk R & F % 3T)
W3:9/22 Introduction to Learning Theory and Technology
W4:9/29 Historical Overview of Learning and Technology
W5:10/6 Behaviorist Learning Theory & Cognitivist Learning Theory (Cognitive Load Theory)
Wé6: 10/13 Constructivist Learning Theory & Connectivism as an Online Learning Theory
W7:10/20 Collaborativist Theory (aka Online Collaborative Learning, OCL) & Pedagogies in Practice
W8: 10/27 Collaborativist Theory (aka Online Collaborative Learning, OCL) & Pedagogies in Practice
Wo:11/3 No Class (Midterm Exam Week)




W10: 11/10 | Collaborativist Scenarios
W11: 11/17 | Interactive Social Learning and Fostering Learning Communities
W12:11/24 | Invited Lecture
W13:12/1 Adaptive Learning Theory & Immersive Learning Theory
W14:12/8 No Class (Semester-End Project Preparation)
W15: 12/15 | Semester-End Project Presentation: Team presentations and peer feedback
W16: 12/22 | Semester-End Project Presentation: Team presentations and peer feedback
W17:12/29 | Semester-End Project Presentation (Reserve)
WI18: 1/5 Course Wrap-Up and Reflection
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