Research and Academic Writing (Online)
Instructor: Prof. D. Victoria Rau, Institute of Linguistics
Office hours: 2:00-4:00, Wednesdays and Thursdays or by appointment
Office phone number: 05-2729155
E-mail: Lngrau@ccu.edu.tw
Course Description:

This course provides hands-on training in research methods and writing in education. It is conducted in a workshop style, beginning with the class members’ sharing of individual research projects to be modified with the help of the “community of practice,” and ends with a product close to publishable quality. A high level of interaction to meet individual research needs is expected. Each member will proceed in five steps: (1) presenting an exemplar article directly related to his/her research, (2) designing a research plan with literature review as a background, (3) collecting/transcribing/coding data, (4) testing the hypotheses and/or making generalizations by analyzing the data and interpreting the results, and (5) presenting the results in a form suitable for professional conferences.

Course goals: 
This course prepares graduate students to evaluate the quality of academic research, analyze the structure and style of academic papers, write a research paper of publishable quality in preparation for their MA thesis writing, and practice presenting their research to an academic audience.
Recommended texts:
General

Creswell, John W. (2003). Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches. Second Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.
Mackey, Alison and Susan M. Gass. (2016). Second Language Research: Methodology and Design. Second Edition. Routledge.
Rau, D. Victoria (2022). Social and cultural considerations in curriculum design. Chapter 8, In Kimberly Geeslin (Ed.), The Routledge Handbook of Second Language Acquisition and Sociolinguistics. pp. 97-110. Routledge. 
Qualitative methods

Rossman, Gretchen B. and Rallis, Sharon F. (2003). Learning in the Field: An introduction to qualitative research. Second Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Quantitative methods
Brown, James Dean. (1988). Understanding research in second language learning: A teacher’s guide to statistics and research design. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Hatch, Evelyn and Anne Lazaraton. (1991). The Research Manual: Design and Statistics for Applied Linguistics. Boston, MA: Heinle & Heinle.
Larson-Hall, Jenifer. (2016). A guide to doing statistics in second language research using SPSS and R. Second Edition. Routledge.
Sociolinguistics

Mallinson, Christine, Becky Childs, and Gerard Van Herk. (2013). Data collection in sociolinguistics: Methods and applications. New York: Routledge. http://sociolinguisticdatacollection.com/teaching-tools/ 
Tagliamonte, Sali A. (2006). Analysing sociolinguistic variation. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Writing 
Feak, Christine B. and John M. Swales. (2009). Telling a research story: Writing a literature review, Volume 2 of the revised and expanded edition of English in today’s research world: A writing guide. Ann Arbor, MI: The University of Michigan Press (http://www.press.umich.edu/script/press/elt/compsite/ETRW).
Swales, John M. and Christine B. Feak. (2000). English in today’s research world: A writing guide. Ann Arbor, MI: The University of Michigan Press.
Swales, John M. and Christine B. Feak. (2009). Abstracts and the writing of abstracts, Volume 1 of the revised and expanded edition of English in today’s research world: A writing guide. Ann Arbor, MI: The University of Michigan Press (http://www.press.umich.edu/script/press/elt/compsite/ETRW). 
Swales, John M. and Christine B. Feak. (2004). Academic writing for graduate students: Essential tasks and skills. Second Edition. Ann Arbor, MI: The University of Michigan Press.
TESOL International Association. Qualitative Research: Case Study Guidelines. Retrieved from https://www.tesol.org/read-and-publish/journals/tesol-quarterly/tesol-quarterly-research-guidelines/qualitative-research-case-study-guidelines 
English grammar
Cowan, Ron. (2008). The Teacher’s Grammar of English: A Course Book and Reference Guide. New York: Cambridge University Press.

Oral presentation

Reinhart, Susan M. (2002). Giving Academic Presentations. Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press. 

MOOC: Intercultural communication in international competition
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQn99bzkJv9zeKq_FnLK9oQcyKALWtaoz
Latest addition:

Rau, Gerald (2020) Writing for Engineering and Science Students: Staking your Claim. Routledge. 

E-book available from CCU library, downloadable on CCU network 

PowerPoint audio/visual summaries of each chapter:

Downloadable from Routledge site: 

https://www.routledge.com/Writing-for-Engineering-and-Science-Students-Staking-Your-Claim/Rau/p/book/9781138388253 

Left sidebar = bottom of page: Support material

eResources – Download zip file

MOOC: English technical writing https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQn99bzkJv9x-TL-dVb0r9cWebn7nzkIF   
Assessment:

(A) Advance work: Bring a tentative research topic and an exemplar article to the first meeting of the class.
(B) Participation in class discussion (25%): Each student will write immediate feedback on class discussion at the end of each class and reflect on your class participation at the end of the semester.
(C) Research paper (75%)

You are expected to submit a research paper, 15-20 pages in length including front and back matter. The paper will be submitted as an electronic file and must address all the comments that the instructor and the participants gave in previous drafts. The research activities are divided into five steps during the course:
1. Exemplar article presentation: Oral presentation of a research paper related to your topic, summarizing and critiquing the theoretical questions involved, the methods used in the study, the organization of writing, and interpretations of the results. (15%)
· Identify a research article related to your research topic. 

· Submit a one-page preliminary research proposal. 
· Do an 8-10 minute PowerPoint presentation of a research article related to your research topic in class, summarizing the conceptual framework, design and methods of the study. We will use this activity to practice giving and listening to academic presentations and to learn to analyze the methodology and writing style of a research article in preparation for conducting your own research.
· The research article should come from a refereed scholarly journal in your discipline. Consult the instructor about the quality of the article if you are unsure.

· Send the instructor a pdf file of your article before your oral presentation.

2. Research proposal (including literature review and methodology) (15%)
· Create an inventory of at least 10 research articles for literature review.

· Follow the guidelines provided in Creswell (Chapter 3) to revise your preliminary proposal. You should have at least five references directly related to your topic, half of which are journal articles. Identify the research gap after your literature review (approximately 1-2 pages) of the references. 
· State your research questions and methods.

· Attach relevant information in the Appendixes to illustrate your methodology, e.g., questionnaire, corpus, interview questions, observation protocol, experiment design, etc.
· Do an 8-10 minute PowerPoint presentation of your research proposal in class. 

3. Data collection and analyses (15%)
· Submit 1-2 pages of your data. 
· Submit a 3-5 page analysis of your data, addressing your research questions/hypotheses with illustrations and interpretations. 
· Relate your analysis to your research question(s) and previous studies in your literature review.
· Do an 8-10 minute PowerPoint presentation of your data analysis in class.
4. Draft(s) of the paper (15%)
· Write up your draft (8-10 pages) with four components: (1) Introduction (describing the research background with your literature review and identifying the research gap), (2) Methods, (3) Results & Discussion (Organizing this part by subsections as answers to your research questions and relating your results to your literature review), (4) Conclusion (providing implications from your research, limitations and suggestions to future studies). 
· Do an 8-10 minute PowerPoint presentation of your research in class, summarizing the paper briefly and concentrating on limitations of your methods. 
5. Final version of the paper (15%)
· Revise your paper based on the feedback you received during the course. Add the front and back matter (i.e., abstract, References, and Appendixes) to the body of the paper. 
· Submit your final paper (15-20 pages) in an electronic file and all your data in another electronic file. 
· You are encouraged to submit your abstract to a professional conference and/or your research paper to a refereed journal. Consult your instructor for details.
Grading rubric for academic writing (http://academics.smcvt.edu/cbauer-ramazani/IEP/acad_skills/rubric_acad_writing.htm)
	Grade
	Mark
	Description

	A+
	96-100
	Outstanding: The level of research, thinking, and communication are outstanding.  

	A
	91-95
	Very good: The level of research, thinking, and communication are superior.  Well done!

	A-
	86-90
	Good:  The level of research, thinking, and communication are very good.  

	B+
	81-85
	Satisfactory:  The level of research, thinking, and communication are satisfactory. 

	B
	76-80
	Acceptable but average at best: The level of research, thinking, and communication are acceptable. 

	B-
	71-75
	Acceptable but definitely below average: The level of research, thinking, and communication are barely acceptable. 

	C or below
	70 or below
	Not acceptable: The work is not appropriate for this class.


Schedule: 

1. Introduction; Advance work: Bring your tentative research topic; Decide on your exemplar article; Focus on the abstract
2. Present your exemplar article: Focus on Introduction
3. Present your exemplar article: Focus on Methods
4. Present your exemplar article: Focus on Results 
5. Present your exemplar article: Focus on Discussion
6. Presentations of research proposal
7. Presentations of revised research proposal
8. Spring break, No class
9. Preparation for conducting research (MOOC) 
10. Research progress oral report 1: Introduction & literature review
11. Discussion on revised versions
12. Research progress oral report 2: Data collection and analysis
13. Discussion on revised versions
14. Research progress oral report 3: Results and Discussion 
15. Discussion on revised versions
16. Research progress oral report 4: Draft paper
17. Final presentation
18. Submit revised paper
PAGE  
2

