Crises and Hopes in the Global Development of Democracy
Credits: 2
This course will be conducted in English
Instructor: Dr. Leong Kar Yen 
Course summary
This course aims to introduce students from outside the field of political science the concepts which are the core of one of the most influential forms of government in recent human history which is democracy. In this course students will be exposed to the historical foundations of this form of government and will proceed on into different sections. This includes a survey of the its philosophical groundings and then moving on to contemporary understandings and themes in terms of what it means to have a democracy. The course will then move to categories and varieties of democracy. The course will also be looking at the elements of democracy and ending with an analysis of the of future trends.

Textbook/s to be used for class
Dahl, Robert A. (2015) On democracy Yale University Press 
Teaching Methods 
1. The class will lecture base with pre-prepared Powerpoint slides. Students are expected to respond or react to the contents of the class
2. The class will be highly interactive in nature.

Course Assessment
1. Class attendance (10%)
2. Class participation (20%)
3. Mid-term report (35%)
4. Final report (35%)

Class Schedule
1. Week 1-Introductions (Feb 26)
2. Week 2- The classical foundations of democracy (March 5)
3. Week 3- The philosophical foundations of democracy (March 12)
4. Week 4- Democracy and its revolutions (March 19)
5. Week 5- Democracy; should we trust it? (March 26)
6. Week 6- What we do when we get together; the idea of a civil society (April 2)
7. Week 7- Elections and such (April 9)
8. Week 8- What’s in a democracy; liberal democracies (April 16)
9. Week 9-What’s in a democracy; semi-democracies (April 23)
10. Week 10-What’s in a democracy; totalitarianism (April 30)
11. Week 11-What’s left? Transitional Justice (May 7)
12. Week 12-Contemporary adventures in democracy; populism (May 14)
13. Week 13-Contemporary adventures in democracy; technology (May 21)
14. Week 14-Contemporary adventures in democracy; deliberation (May 28)
15. Week 15-Contempporary adventures in democracy; what’s its future? (June 4)
16. Week 16-Final report due (June 11)
17. Week 17-Flexible week (June 18)
18. Week 18 Flexible week (June 25)
