

Social Theory

Course instructor: Dr. Kar Yen Leong
Classroom: Social Sciences Building Rm. 510 
Class Time: Tuesday 10am-1pm  
Instructor’s office: Social Sciences Building Rm. 510
Instructor Contact: kyleong@ccu.edu.tw
Office Hours: By Appointment

This is a graduate level course open to advance undergraduates

1. Course Objective: 	

Social theory is an all-encompassing field of study essential to all budding social scientists. Regardless of whichever discipline one is from social theory should be considered the building block upon which all manner academic inquiry should stem from. In this course we will be delving into the works of some of the most influential thinkers, forming the foundation of what we refer to today as social thought. Through their readings we will question the very notions of the social world we inhabit. What is the meaning of society? What is the meaning of culture? We will investigate the notions and ideas brought forth by writers such as Karl Marx, Emile Durkheim, Max Weber as well as a whole host of other thinkers to ponder on the ideas that have allowed us to think more deeply about the social worlds we inhabit. As we gain greater familiarity with the material, the class will also engage students in theory building, a core practice in the social sciences. 

2. Course  Materials: 

Elliot, Anthony and Charles Lemert (2022) Introduction to Contemporary Social Theory New York: Routledge

Macraild, Donald and Avram Taylor (2017) Social Theory and Social History London: Bloomsbury Publishing

Parker, John et.al (2003) Social Theory: A Basic Tool Kit London: Palgrave

Chen, Kuan Hsing (2010) Asia as Method: Toward Deimperialisation Durham: Duke University Press

Slater, Dan et. al (2008) Southeast Asia in Political Science: Theory, Region and Qualitative Analysis Stanford: Stanford University Press

Bronner, Stephen E. (2002) Of critical theory and its theorists London: Routledge 

Best, Steven and Douglas Kellner (1991) Postmodern Theory: critical interrogations London: Macmillan

Gandhi, Leela (1998) Postcolonial Theory: A critical introduction London: Routledge

Childs, Peter and Patrick Williams (2014) An Introduction To Post-Colonial Theory London: Routledge


This course will also provide a series of journal articles. The list will be provided at the beginning of the semester

3. Course Assessment: 

This course will be graded according to a midterm which will be worth 40% comprising of a s report. Following the midterm is a final which will be worth 50% in the form of an ethnographic piece of which the student must first discuss with the instructor. Attendance is required and persistent truancy will earn you an F. The remaining 10% will be made up of short presentations and ‘reaction’ papers based on readings which will be assigned in class.

4. Class Schedule: 


Week 1: Course introduction

Week 2: What is Social Theory?

Week 3: What is culture? 

Week 4: What is Society?

Week 5: A World of Structures

Week 6: A World of Agents

Week 7: A World of Conflict

Week 8: A World of Webs	

Week 9: Midterm  

Week 10: The Frankfurt School and its legacy

Week 11: Postmodern theory

Week 12: Critical Theory 

Week 13: Postcolonial Theory

Week 14: Asia as Method 

Week 15: Southeast Asia as Method

Week 16: Science and Technology 

Week 17: Final Report Due 

Week 18: Course Review 

