

Transitional Justice 

Course instructor: Dr. Kar Yen Leong
Classroom: Social Sciences Building Rm. 510 
Class Time: Thusrday 10am-1pm  
Instructor’s office: Social Sciences Building Rm. 510
Instructor Contact: kyleong@ccu.edu.tw
Office Hours: By Appointment

This is a graduate level course open to advance undergraduates

1. Course Objective: 	

As countries move on from widespread violence often due to authoritarian or
totalitarian governments, what is to be done with the legacy they leave behind?
One such option is what many policy makers refer to as transitional justice. Applied
in many post-conflict environments, transitional justice consists of many methods
but mostly concentrates on the need to change both the system as well as the
nature of societies through lustrations, reconciliation and the re-framing of
concepts such as justice. It has now become a major buzzword for international
organizations and agencies.

2. Course  Materials: 

(2004) Elster, Jon "Closing the Books: Transitional Justice in Historical Perspective"
Cambridge University Press

(2002) Teitel, Ruti "Transitional Justice" Oxford University Press

(2001) Minor, Martha "Between Vengeance and Forgiveness: Facing History After
Genocide and Mass Violence" Harvard University Press

(2010) Hayner, Priscilla B. "Unspeakable Truths: Transitional Justice and the challenge of
truth commissions" Routledge

This course will also provide a series of journal articles. The list will be provided at the beginning of the semester

3. Course Assessment: 

This course will be graded according to a midterm which will be worth 40% comprising of a s report. Following the midterm is a final which will be worth 50% in the form of an ethnographic piece of which the student must first discuss with the instructor. Attendance is required and persistent truancy will earn you an F. The remaining 10% will be made up of short presentations and ‘reaction’ papers based on readings which will be assigned in class.




4. Class Schedule: 


Week 1: Introductions 
 
Week 2: Brief encounter with human rights

Week 3: Introduction to Transitional Justice

Week 4: Concepts within the study of transitional justice

Week 5: Historical Overview of efforts in transitional justice: Japan and the International Tribunal

Week 6: Historical Overview of efforts in transitional justice: the case of Germany

Week 7: Historical Overview of efforts in transitional justice: Germany post Cold War

Week 8: Historical Overview of efforts in transitional justice: Eastern Europe post Cold War

Week 9: Historical Overview of efforts in transitional justice: Latin America

Week 10: Historical Overview of efforts in transitional justice: Argentina

Week 11: Historical Overview of efforts in transitional justice:Chile

Week 12: Historical Overview of efforts in transitional justice: Rwanda

Week 13: Historical Overview of efforts in transitional justice: Cambodia

Week 14: Historical Overview of efforts in transitional justice: East Timor

Week 15: Historical Overview of efforts in transitional justice: Indonesia

Week 16: Final Review and Presentations 

Week 17: Final Reports Due
