

Nationalism in Southeast Asia 

Course instructor: Dr. Kar Yen Leong
Classroom: SA 2105 
Class Time: Wednesday 10am-1pm  
Instructor’s office: Social Sciences Building Rm. 510
Instructor Contact: kyleong@ccu.edu.tw
Office Hours: By Appointment

This is a graduate level course open to advance undergraduates

1. Course Objective: 	

For those not familiar with Southeast Asia, there is often a misconception that the
region is chaotic and therefore cannot be analysed as a singular whole. This class is
to dispel that misconception and will be utilising the theoretical lens of
nationalism to paint a fairly unified picture of the region. It will be looking at the
'pre-modern', 'modern'' as well as the contemporary periods of Southeast Asian
history bringing into perspective the experiences of the region's 11 nations as they
slowly evolved into modern nations. This course engages with the powerful societal forces which allows a ‘people’ to conceive of themselves as members of a ‘nation’. What are these forces? How did they come about? What are the different forces they take? This course will encourage students to reflect on this issue as they ponder on the life nationalism has taken in contemporary times. 

2. Course  Materials: 

Hutchinson, John and Anthony D. Smith (1994)  Nationalism London: Oxford

Hobsbawm, Eric and Terence Ranger Eds. (2003) The Invention of Tradition Cambridge: Cambridge University Press

Anderson, Benedict (2003) Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism London: Verve

Gellner, Ernest (2003) Nations and Nationalism Oxford: Blackwell Publishing

This course will also provide a series of journal articles. The list will be provided at the beginning of the semester

3. Course Assessment: 

This course will be graded according to a midterm which will be worth 40% comprising of a s report. Following the midterm is a final which will be worth 50% in the form of an ethnographic piece of which the student must first discuss with the instructor. Attendance is required and persistent truancy will earn you an F. The remaining 10% will be made up of short presentations and ‘reaction’ papers based on readings which will be assigned in class.




4. Class Schedule: 

Week 1: Introduction

Week 2: What is a Nation-Discussions on Renan

Week 3: What is a Nation 2-Further discussions on Renan

Week 4: What is Nationalism-Comparing Eastern Europe

Week 5: Inventing Traditions

Week 6: Looking at Imagined Communities-Anderson's contributions

Week 7: Print Nationalism

Week 8: Entering Southeast Asia: Notions of Kingship

Week 9: Oriental despotism?

Week 10: European Colonialism in Southeast Asia

Week 11: The Japanese Interregnum

Week 12: Independence

Week 13: Variations of Nations

Week 14: The Cold War

Week 15: The Bandung Alternative

Week 16: Modern Nations

Week 17:  Presentations and Final Reports
