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Course Objectives
This course aims to provide students an advanced understanding of the emerging environmental issues in the world. Seven most discussed environmental issues were selected from the Year Book of United Nation Environment Programme (UNEP) published over the past decade. These environmental problems do not always respect national boundaries and they often have impact beyond borders. This course focuses on the emerging environment issues that the world has to face, and how they may be addressed by international society through international convention and regional initiatives. 

Course Design
	The lecture is given in English. Class participants are divided into several teams, depending on the size of the class, and required to speak English in classroom discussion. Six topics are covered in the course, each one of which takes two weeks (four class-hours) to complete. The four class-hours for each topic is divided into two parts, a lecture given by the lecturer and an informal debate run by class participants, each of which takes two hours. The lecture focuses on problem identification and global efforts to address the problem. The informal debate focuses on opposite perspectives on selected issues. No written paper is required for this class. 
 
Grading Policy
	The semester grade will be determined by the following portions:
1. Class Attendance (40%): 
1) Attendance will be taken each week starting from the second week of the semester. 
2) Each attendance will be granted 2.5 points. 
3) Informed absence can be granted 1 point. However, starting from the 3rd informed absence, no point will be given. 
2. Oral Presentation (60%): 
1) Two class participants will be assigned for debate practice on the dates marked in red. Presenters just need to present ideas from the perspective of the side you take and raise questions for class discussions.
2) Each class participant is responsible for two debates, each of which worth 30% of the final grade. Debate performance is assessed by the richness of the content of the presentation and how the dynamics of the class discussion is stirred up. 



Major Topics and Reading Materials
1. Introduction (2/26)
		
2 Mitigating the Effects of Harmful Substances and Hazardous Waste (3/5, 3/12)
1) Reading Materials:
A. Harmful Substances and Hazardous Waste, UNEP Year Book 2009. https://www.uncclearn.org/wp-content/uploads/library/unep06.pdf
B. Harmful Substances and Hazardous Waste, UNEP Year Book 2010. https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/7822
2) Debate Topic: Monsanto Company (sold to Bayer in 2018) helps create a sustainable environment. 

3 Climate Change—Response to the Rapid Change in the Arctic (3/19, 3/26)
1) Reading Materials:
A. Rapid Change in the Arctic, UNEP Year Book 2013. https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/8222
B. Rapid Change in the Arctic, UNEP Year Book 2014. https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/9240
2) Debate Topic: Oil-Drilling in Artic Ocean should be encouraged and allowed. 

4 The geopolitics in Antarctica (4/2, 4/9, 4/16)
1) Documentary: The Last Ocean (The issue about conflicts of interest in Ross Sea)
2) Reading Materials:
A. Introducing Antarctica 
https://discoveringantarctica.org.uk/introducing-antarctica/
B. The geopolitics in Antarctica 
https://pursuit.unimelb.edu.au/articles/the-geopolitics-of-antarctica
3) Debate Topic:  Antarctica should be developed.

5 Stopping Illegal Wildlife Trade (4/23, 4/30)
1) Reading Materials:
A. Illegal Trade in Wildlife, UNEP Year Book 2014. https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/9240  
B. Wild Life and Forest Crime, United Nation Office on Drugs and Crime. http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/wildlife-and-forest-crime/index.html
2) Debate Topic: Wildlife trade should be allowed.

6 Closing and Decommisioning Nuclear Power Reactors (5/7, 5/14)
1) Reading Materials:
A. Closing and Decommisioning Nuclear Power Reactors, UNEP Year Book 2012. 
https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/8019 
2) Debate Topic: Nuclear energy is clean. 

7 The Cross-Border Environmental Issue between China and Myanmar (5/21, 5/28)
1) Reading Materials:
A. China’s Relations with Burma
https://www.usip.org/publications/2015/05/chinas-relations-burma
B. China’s Myanmar Dam Hypocrisy https://thediplomat.com/2017/01/chinas-myanmar-dam-hypocrisy/
C. China Faces Tougher Laws in Myanmar https://thediplomat.com/2016/09/china-faces-tougher-laws-in-myanmar/
2) Debate Topic: Developed countries (rich countries) have an obligation to help developing countries (poor countries). 

9.  Environment, Capitalism, and Free-market (6/4, 6/11)
1) The Revitalization of Polluted Area : The Seto Inland Sea Islands 
2) Good Governance, Neoliberal Hegemony, and Civil Society: An Observation on Rural Villages in Cambodia 
3) [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Debate Topic: Capitalism is a good solution to revitalize decaying areas.  

10. Summary and Conclusion _1 (6/18)
[bookmark: _GoBack]11. Summary and Conclusion _2 (6/25)
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