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Course Descriptions

Step into the world of research and academic writing!

This course offers hands-on experience that can facilitate your personal growth
and career exploration. Whether you’re new to research, considering graduate
study, or planning to pursue a professional career, you’ll find this course
practical and full of opportunities to develop valuable skills.

Who is this course for?

= Thinking about graduate school? Gain first-hand experience with
academic research and develop a clearer understanding of what it means to
work as a researcher.

= Planning to apply to graduate programs? Learn essential research and
academic writing skills, and produce work that may support future
applications.

=  Preparing for professional careers after graduation? Strengthen
problem-solving, critical thinking, and effective communication skills
through research-based tasks.

By the end of this course, you will understand core research and academic
writing practices and develop practical skills applicable to academic study,
professional contexts, and independent projects.

* Class size: Enrollment is limited to 10 students to ensure interactive
discussions and personalized guidance.
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Learning Objectives

Through hands-on exercises and real-world examples, you will develop essential
skills, including research, critical thinking, problem-solving, and effective
communication, all of which are useful both in school and in the workplace. By
the end of this course, you will have the tools and confidence to tackle research
projects, present your findings, and apply what you learn beyond the classroom.

We will focus on six core topics and work toward composing an academic genre,
the research report. Each topic is designed to guide you step by step through a
research project:

Topic 1: What is the topic and the driving question? (Week 2-3)

Topic 2: Why is the topic and the question important? (Week 2-3)

Topic 3: What do people know and not know about the topic? (Week 4-6)
Topic 4: What do we do to answer the question? (Week 9-10)

Topic 5: How to make sense of the collected information? (Week 11-13)
Topic 6: What can we take away from all of this? (Week 14)
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Textbooks and References

Materials prepared by the instructor can be downloaded from ecourse.
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Assessment and Grade
Distribution

Attendance & Participation 20%
Research report 40%
Presentation of research report 10%
Oral reflection 30%




Bonus

About Attendance & Participation:

< Regular attendance is required. Please write the instructor an email to explain
your reasons for leave of absence. The email should be sent before class or
within 24 hours after class. You do NOT need to submit any paper-based
evidence or documents to apply for leave.

<> You can take leave for 2 times per semester. After that, points will be deducted

from the grade of Attendance & Participation (3 points for each hour missed).
If you miss a class, you need to figure out what happened in class by yourself
(e.g., assignment deadline)

About the writing assignments:

<>

Al tools (such as ChatGPT) may be used for brainstorming, organizing ideas
or proofreading, but directly copying and pasting Al-generated content into
your work is not allowed.
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Teaching Resources
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Instructor’s
Information

Office hour: By appointment
Office location: Room 356

Please join our class Facebook:
(to be provided in class).
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(The course schedule may be adjusted when necessary to ensure the smooth progress of the course.
Some sessions may be conducted online if necessary.)

Course introduction
Week 1 | 2/24 Oral reflection 1: What do we know?
Week 2 | 3/3 Topic 1: What is the topic and the driving question?
Topic 2: Why is the topic and the question important?
Week 3 | 3/10 Mini-lessons & learning games
Writing introduction
Week 4 | 3/17 Topic 3: What do people know and not know about the topic?
Week 5 | 3/24 Mini-lessons & learning games
Week 6 | 3/31 Writing literature review
Week 7 | 4/7 University holiday; no class
Week 8 | 4/14 Oral reflection 2: What have we learned?
Week 9 | 4/21 Topic 4: What do we do to answer the question?
Mini-lessons
Week 10 | 4/28 Writing research methods
Week 11 | 5/5 Topic 5: How to make sense of the collected information?
Week 12 | 5/12 Mini-lessons
Week 13 | 5/19 Writing findings
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week 14 | 5126 qu!c 6: What can we take away from all of this"
Mini-lessons




Writing conclusion

Week 15 | 6/2 Oral reflection 3: What have we learned?
Week 16 | 6/9 Presentation of your research report
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