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Course Descriptions

This course introduces students to basic quantitative and qualitative research
methods in TEFL and second language acquisition. Students will also learn the
basics of conducting a study in the field of TEFL or second language acquisition,
starting from forming the research questions, selecting the methods, collecting the
data, analyzing the data, and presenting the results.
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Learning Objectives

Assessment:

- A 20-min oral presentation on the Research Questions, the Methods, and the
Discussion of an article is required in this class, emphasizing more on the
Methods. You will be asked to select an article during Week 2.

- A 5-page (minimum and maximum, font Times New Roman, size 12, single
space) research proposal is required for this class. You will be evaluated based on
its draft and its final version. There will be an online individual meeting after you
submit your draft.

The attendance will be officially recorded starting from Week 2. One unexcused
absence will result in 2 points off your attendance grade (10 points in total).
Grade Distribution:

- Attendance: 10%

- Participation: 20%

- Student Presentation: 20%
Research Proposal Draft: 20%
Research Proposal Final: 30%
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References

The course materials contain selected chapters in books or journal articles, which
will be provided by the instructor. No textbook is required. The references used in this
course are listed in the course schedule and may subject to change.

Note: Please bring a laptop or a tablet to class if possible, for the convenience of

searching for information and practicing in class.
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& ¥ #Azp % Weekly Scheduled Contents

Overview of Research Methods
References:

Brown (2004)

Ddornyei (2007) ch2

Week 1

Designing Your Research
References:

Sunderland 2010

Mackey & Gass (2005) chl
Brown & Lally (2019)

Week 2

Basic Statistical Analyses
References:
Rasinger (2013) ch8

Week 3

Classroom Research

References:

Loewen & Philp (2012)

Hulstijn (1997)

Mackey (2006) (for student presentation)

Bitchener & Knoch (2009) (for student presentation)

Week 4

Action Research

References:

Burns (2015)

Calvert & Sheen (2015) (for student presentation)
Khairallah & Adra (2022) (for student presentation)

Week 5

Comprehension & Production Tasks
References:

lonin (2012)

Mackey & Gass (2005) ch3

Lin & Lee (2019) (for student presentation)
Wang & Shih (2011) (for student presentation)

Week 6

Week 7 | No Class

Questionnaires
References:
Dornyei & Csizér (2012)

Week 8

Questionnaires

References:

Chen & Kraklow (2015) (for student presentation)
Kang & Kim (2021) (for student presentation)

Week 9

Week 10 | Interviews




References:
Richards (2009)

Interviews

References:

Week 11 | Lo (2014) (for student presentation)

Sun et al. (2022) (for student presentation)
Calafato (2021) (for student presentation)

Case Studies

References:

Week 12 | Duff (2012)

Acosta et al. (2021) (for student presentation)
Ko (2013) (for student presentation)

Research Ethics & Data Management
References:

Mackey & Gass (2005) ch2

Research Proposal Draft Due 5/22 (Fri.)

Week 13

Week 14 | In-person Individual Meetings (Discussion of Your Draft)

Writing up Methods, Results, & Discussion
References:

Mackey & Gass (2005) ch10

Norris et al. (2015)

Week 15

Writing up Methods, Results, & Discussion (Cont.)

References:
Week 16 | 5o (2003)
Research Proposal Final Due 6/19 (Fri.)
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