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Prerequisites
This course introduces critical reading and writing as essential skills for engaging
with contemporary sociocultural issues. Drawing on methods from literary and
cultural studies, students analyze how cultural meanings are produced, circulated,
and contested through texts and everyday practices. Through essays, fiction,
academic articles, and films, the course examines sociocultural issues related to
language and representation, identity and subjectivity, media and popular culture,
RAZME AL and the cultural politics of power. Emphasizing humanities-based inquiry, the course

Course Descriptions

helps students develop their ability to evaluate arguments, recognize different
perspectives, and produce evidence-based writing to express informed positions on
current sociocultural topics.

Please make sure to arrive on time during the first week of the semester for
enrollment confirmation and course announcements.
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Learning Objectives

By the end of the course, students will be able to:

= Critically read and analyze a range of contemporary texts by identifying key
arguments, assumptions, and rhetorical strategies.

= Evaluate and compare evidence and perspectives in discussions of
contemporary sociocultural issues.

= Conduct introductory academic research using credible sources and integrate
evidence effectively into written arguments.

= Produce clear, well-structured analytical and argumentative writing grounded
in close reading and research.
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Teaching Resources
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Assessment and Grade
Distribution

Attendance and participation: 20%
Quizzes and assignments: 20%
Writing tasks: 60%
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Additional
Information

Attendance and participation: Your consistent participation in class sessions is the
most critical component of a successful course. You are expected to come to each
class prepared and ready to participate in class activities. Each student is allowed two
absences without penalty. Any additional absences, whether excused or unexcused,
will lower your final grade by 5 points. Repeated tardiness disrupts class discussion
and will negatively affect your participation grade.

Classroom etiquette: The foundation of our learning environment is built on
respect. It’s crucial that you familiarize yourself with basic classroom etiquette and
take responsibility for your actions as a college student. Your adherence to these
guidelines will contribute to a positive and respectful classroom atmosphere for all of
us.

Academic integrity: Academic integrity is a cornerstone of educational and
scholarly activity. Cheating and plagiarism, which involves using someone else’s
ideas, words, or work without proper acknowledgment, will be treated as a severe
offense and penalized.

Guidance on the use of generative AI: We will be using Al tools to assist with your
writing and research process. It’s important to remember that these tools should be
used as aids, not substitutes for your own work. In other words, the responses you get
from Al should only serve as a starting point, not the final product. If you submit or
present Al-generated materials as your own without substantive rewriting and proper
acknowledgment, it may be considered a violation of academic integrity, potentially
resulting in a zero grade for the assignment.

The weekly schedule will be updated as the semester approaches.



