Seminar in Correctional Issues
(English Instructed Course)
Spring 2026
Instructor: Edward Yung-lien Lai (賴擁連)
Class Hours: Wednesday 14:10 - 17:00 p.m.
Classroom: Educational Building 601 R
Office: Educational Building 514 R
Office Hours: Wednesday 13:00 p.m. – 14 :00 p.m. (and by appointment)
Office phone: 05-2720411 ext. 36325 
Email: YXL005@gmail.com or crmlyl@ccu.edu.tw

Course Description and Objectives
This class is designed to provide the graduate students with a better understanding of correctional systems and practices including probation, parole, incarceration, juvenile justice, and the death penalty. Also, the objective will be to analyze the current procedures and practices in the field of corrections, help the students to think critically and logically, and provide the ability to plan for the future of corrections. The overall course objective is to help students develop the ability to think critically about the logic of the evidence for effective correctional programs and policies, situated in the “what works” philosophy of action in corrections. Accordingly, the course objectives as follows: 
1. Learning fundamental principles, generalizations, or theories concerning corrections. 
2. Describe the history and background of corrections, specifically in Taiwan. 
3. To increase understanding of the correctional environment and how it impacts our lives and society as a whole. 
4. Learning to analyze and critically evaluate ideas, arguments, and points of view concerning corrections. 
5. To learn different methodologies concerning handling security incidents in a correctional environment. 

(continuous) 
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Attendance Policy:
Attendance is expected and will be taken weekly. Each student enrolled in this class allows 3 times of missed class time. I do not require any notification of why you will miss those classes. However, if you choose to miss a test date (including assigned presentations) without a viable excuse, you will receive a zero on the test. If you are sick, or have some sort of emergency or any other reasonable situation and need to miss a class, please contact me (if possible, please in advance). Please keep in mind, no leaving class early without permission policy. Furthermore, if a student wishes to dispute a grade on any exam, the student must provide the instructor with a typed description of the dispute within five school days of the date when you notice the grading scores. Aside from excused absences, those absences above the allowed three times will be penalized 20% of your grade that is allotted to participation. Also, class participation is expected and students must be prepared to discuss the reading assignments for each class. Students will be called upon to discuss the readings and share thoughts/ideas/experiences we cover in class. 

Make-up Exam Policy:  
There will be NO make-up exams (including extra assigned presentations) in the absence of an extreme documented medical or personal emergency. In the case of such an emergency, the instructor must be notified prior to the date of the exam. Early notification and/or proper documentation does not necessarily guarantee that a make-up exam will be granted. This decision will be at my discretion. In the event that a make-up is granted, there will be one cumulative exam administered during the last week of the semester.

Cell Phones, Laptop, and Tablet, Etc.:
All communication style or general noise-making devices should be off or on silent during class. If you have an emergency or if you are on call from a professional position, please let me know before class begins. If you must send or receive a call, for any reason, please leave the classroom to do so. This rule is in place to show respect for each student in the class, who may want to hear the lecture or discussion. However, due to study, you can use those electronic devices to search, write, check, and confirm some information. No chatting with electronic devices in class. 
Academic Honesty:
Students are expected to maintain complete honesty and integrity in their academic experiences both in and out of the classroom. Any student found guilty of dishonesty in any phase of academic work will be subject to disciplinary action. The university and its official representatives may initiate disciplinary proceedings against a student accused of any form of academic dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, and abuse of resource materials. 

Performance and Evaluation 
Your performance will be evaluated based on attendance and participation in discussions, one midterm paper, and one presentation (including the final written term paper). For the midterm paper, each student must submit a draft that includes: the topic/issue title, statistical trends related to the topic/issue, relevant models or theories of explanation, strengths and weaknesses of the topic/issue, and policy implications. The midterm paper should be approximately 500 words. On April 22, each student will give a 20‑minute presentation outlining the topic they intend to pursue, based on the abstract submitted on April 15. For the final exam, the presentation serves as the evaluation method. Each student will present their topic/issue with a 25‑minute paper on June 5. A Q&A session is encouraged. The total time for each presentation will be about 20–30 minutes. Grades will be based on the appropriateness, adequacy, and completeness of the presentation. Additionally, your final written term paper (15–20 pages, double‑spaced, 12‑point font, with references in APA format) must be submitted via email no later than June 12.

Grades:
Final grades will be weighed as follows:
Presentation in class                     30%
Midterm paper/                         30%
Term written paper/presentation            40%
 Total                                 100%



Course Schedule
Please note that this schedule is tentative as we may spend more or less time on certain subjects.
	Week
	Date
	Assignment

	1
	2/25
	Introduction and Course Overview. Research methods

	2
	3/4
	Basic concept of statistics; Research methods 

	3
	3/11
	Article #1

	4
	3/18
	Article #2

	5
	3/25
	Article #3

	6
	4/1
	Article #4 

	7
	4/8
	Spring Break, No class!

	8
	4/15
	Article #5

	9
	4/22
	Midterm paper presentation 

	10
	4/29
	Article #6

	11
	5/6
	Visit Chia-Yi Prison

	12
	5/13
	Article #7

	13
	5/20
	Department’s Conference, No class! 

	14
	5/27
	Article #8

	15
	6/3
	Article #9

	16
	6/5
	Term paper presentation

	17
	6/12
	Written term paper due 
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