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Course Descriptions

This course explores how writers and filmmakers envision artificial intelligence,
robots, and the evolving relationship between humans and machines. Through short
stories, selected literary excerpts, and films, students will explore key themes such as
technology, creativity, emotion, and identity. By engaging in close reading,
discussion, and critical analysis, students will deepen their understanding of these
ideas while strengthening their English skills and critical thinking abilities.
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1. Identify key themes of Al in literature and film (creation, ethics, emotion,

Compare human and machine perspectives in texts.
Build related vocabulary as well as express opinions and write short reflections
on technology and life.
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Textbooks and

Relevant handouts will be distributed during class sessions.
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Teaching Resources




dUak AR T One point will be deducted from your final grade for each hour of absence, and half a
Attendance  [point for each instance of late arrival. No leave of absence will be excused; you are fully
Requirements |responsible for your attendance record.

& ¥ AP 7 Weekly Scheduled Contents (Tentative—subject to revision as the semester progresses)

Week 1 Introduction: What Is Artificial Intelligence?

Week 2 Creation and Responsibility: Mary Shelley, Frankenstein

Week 3 The Monster Speaks: Mary Shelley, Frankenstein

Week 4 The Birth of Robots: Karel Capek, R.U.R.

Week 5 Human vs. Machine Logic: Isaac Asimov, “Robbie”

Week 6 Ethics and the Three Laws: I, Robot (Film)

Week 7 Ethics and the Three Laws: I, Robot (Film)

Week 8 Midterm Review and Report

Week 9 What Makes Us Human?: Philip K. Dick, Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?

Week 10 | Al and Emotion: Her (Film)

Week 11 | Al and Emotion: Her (Film)

Week 12 | Artificial Friendship: Kazuo Ishiguro, Klara and the Sun

Week 13 | Machine Creativity: Ted Chiang: The Lifecycle of Software Objects

Week 14 Posthuman Future: Galatea 2.2

Week 15 | Al in Society: Hope or Fear?: News articles and short film clips

Week 16 Final Review and Presentation
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