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Learning Objectives

This course is a general survey of British Victorian literature. Although the era was
distinguished by novels, we will focus on poetry, prose, and drama instead. While
reading texts of different genres, we will pay special attention to some important
Victorian issues, such as gender, industrialism, science, imperialism and social
critique. It is expected that students will be equipped with a basic understanding of
Victorian literature and culture. The engagement in reading and critical analysis of
literary texts and the exploration of Victorian issues will also sharpen students’
overall keenness in reading comprehension, logical reasoning and insights into the
issues in the past and the present, between the West and the East.
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Course Requirements

1. Students are required to attend the class regularly and encouraged to
participate in class discussion.

2. Attendance policy:

B Proof of leave must be submitted via the Student Leave Management System
leave notices are not accepted.

B The course allows four leaves, regardless of any reason. One point will be
deducted from the final grade for each hour of absence without online leave
submission within three working days after the absence.

B Three points will be deducted from the final grade starting with the fifth
absence, even if the absence is only one hour.

B Two instances of being 15 minutes late will be counted as one absence.

B All leave regulations are effective from the first week of the term. If, for any
reason, you cannot attend the class for the first two weeks since the term
begins, you are strongly advised to withdraw from the course.

3. To ensure fairness, no makeups will be allowed for exams and group
presentations.

4. Cheating in exams will result in a zero.




5. Please be aware of academic ethics and the proper use of Al tools. Direct
copying and pasting from generative Al for any assessment (oral and written)
is not allowed.
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Textbooks and

Greenblatt, Stephen, et al, eds. The Norton Anthology of English Literature. Vol.2.
Norton, 2018 or 2024.
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Teaching Resources
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Instructor’s
Information

Office hour: Tue 16.00-17.00 & Thur 13.10-14.10
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Grade Distribution

Subject to change
Mid-term exam: 30%
Final exam: 30%

Attendance & Participation: 10%
Group Presentation: 30%
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subject to change latest updated 2026.02.23

Week | Date Content
1 2/25 | Introduction to the course + the Victorian age
2 3/4 | The Victorian age
3 3/11 | The Victorian age + Victorian issue: Evolution
4 3/18 V?ctor?an ?ssue: Evqutic.)n. . _
Victorian issue: Industrialism + Elizabeth Barrett Browning
5 3/25 El'izabgth Earrett Brgwning ‘ .
Victorian issue: Empire and National Identity
6 4/1 | Victorian issue: Empire and National Identity + Rudyard Kipling
7 4/8 | No class
8 4/15 | Mid-term exam
Discussion
9 4/22 Victorian issue: The Woman Question
10 4/29 | Victorian issue: The Woman Question
11 5/6 Victorian issug: The Woman Question
Robert Browning
12 | 5/13 | Christina Rossetti
13 | 5/20 | Christina Rossetti + Lord, Alfred Tennyson
14 5/27 | Lord, Alfred Tennyson + John Stuart Mill
15 | 6/3 | Group presentation
16 | 6/10 | Final exam
17 | 6/17 | Self-study week
18 6/24 | The end
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