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The course is a chronological survey of Western historiography. Western
historiography has a long tradition since the Homeric epics. By the sixth century BC,
the Greek revolution initiated by Herodotus and Thucydides opened a new direction for
Western historiography and secular history based on facts appeared since then. Later
Greek historiography influenced Roman historians and Greco-Roman history laid the
classical tradition for Western historiography. As Christianity prevailed in the West, it
became the spiritual tie for the Western world. Christian historiography in this era
viewed destiny as the driving force of historical change, and Bede in England was the
most important monk-historian at that time.

During the fifteenth century, modern historiography began to rise in Europe. The
Renaissance, Scientific Revolution, and Enlightenment had great influence to Western
historiography. Medieval ecclesiastical history was gradually abandoned, and early
modern historians called for returning to Greco-Roman ideal of history while being
critical of classical tradition. In the end of the eighteenth century, the American
Revolution became an important subject in history. American historiography began to
take shape and became a different but important branch of Western historiography. In
the nineteenth century, European historiography kept on responding to Enlightenment
ideals, and different schools of thoughts formed around major historical theories. Four
of the most influential ideologies shaping European and American historiography at
that time were Idealism, Marxism, Empiricism, and Romanticism. Empiricism
ultimately became the most influential for later development of modern Western
historiography. In this era, American historiography was mainly influenced by
Romanticism and nationalism, and moved toward professionalization.

In the early twentieth century, modern historiography in the US was influenced
by Relativism, Pragmatism, and Progressivism. By the 1960s, Marxism, the French
Annales school, British New Leftism became the most important inspirations for

American historians. Since the 1970s, New Social History became popular in America

and the application of social sciences to history was the main trend. The French theories




of structuralism, postmodernism, literature, and cultural anthropology, prevailed in
Europe in the 1960s, began to catch American historians’ attention in the 1980s. During
this era, there were a series of the Linguistic Turn, Postmodernism, Literary Turn,
Anthropological Turn, and Cultural Turn.

Since the WWII, the focus of American historians gradually moved from national
history toward non-Western and global history. Postcolonialism, comparative history,
and regional history became popular in the 1990s. The rise of global history in the
1960s became more and more dominant in the 1990s and the mainstream in the early
twenty-first century. As human-animal and human-natural relationships have become
important issues for contemporary human societies, the responses to those issues will

guide the directions of future Western historiography.
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The framework of this course is mainly a series of lectures with discussions.
Students will read textbooks, references and excerpts of historical sources. Following
introductory lectures and reading selected works of Western historiography, students

will have a good grasp on the development of Western historiography.
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Textbook

Hoefferle, Caroline, ed. The Essential Historiography Reader, Upper Saddle River, NJ:
Prentice Hall, 2011. (EHR)
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B RfE2E CEREHFEELS S ) In-class Participation (Attendance and discussion)--20%
B :EE# Reading Report--40% (Week 6 & 10)
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BEWA & BTV RIEEAORIBERE R » [0 5% BT RsEA & A b Y 85
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Choose one topic readings from two units of topics (First Unit: Week 2—5; Second
Unit: 6-9) and answer the Questions for Consideration to write your reading report (two
reading reports in total, each 3000—4000 words; Chinese Font: PMingLiu; English Font:
Times New Roman, Body Size 12pt). All cited works need to be given citations. The
citations do not count as the total word count of the report. The citation format will
follow the Bulletin of IHP. The quotation should not exceed 5% (ie. 150-200 words) of
the total length of the report. The electronic copies (in docx format) of your reading
reports should be sent to my email (weictsai@ccu.edu.tw) and will be graded down one
notch for each day that it is late (A to BT, etc.). The reading reports turned in after class

will be considered late. No work will be accepted more than three days after the due date.
B Hi°R¥ Final Exam--40% (Week 16)
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weekly scheduled contents

F—E  EREE
Week 1  Course Introduction
B RFEK4H:EAE Explaining the Syllabus

fa[zg & > A fa[EELE = ? What Is Historiography and Why Study It?

frTEEFE 52 2 What Is History?

FESEAY R & The Scope of History

JEES2#TEZ The Philosophy of History

Y[ B2 1 E2 9 How to Study Historiography?

Y {a] ] s BB R THEH 534 2 How to Do Critical Analysis of Historical Monographs




B EESTERENT Sample Historiographical Review
Reading: Syllabus; EHR, Introduction and Appendix A, B
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Week 2 Early Histories
B g E S Ay The Greek Revolution
B ZEFE S8 Roman Historiography
B EHARCE 2 Early Christian Historiography
Reading: EHR, Chapter 1
I e 0E - ()
Herodotus, The Histories
2. BEERME  (HEFTehEE L)
Thucydides, The History of the Peloponnesian War
3. EbfE  (EEEHHE L)
Bede, The Ecclesiastical History of the English Nation

B AT, SEAYEE ¢ 1400 F 1800 4F
Week 3 The Evolution of “Modern” History: 1400—1800
B U EEEY57 Renaissance Historians
B EHAIT{CSE Early Modern Histor
B FoERE R oy History and Scientific Revolution
B E5Z9 5% Enlightenment Historians
B SEEGEYSEE] E @y The American Revolution in Historiography
Reading: EHR, Chapter 2
1 EEFEEE - (BEXm)
Machiavelli, The Prince
2. M CRrEER)
Vico, The New Science
3. FLZEE ¢ ( NG D SR A )
Condorcet, Sketch for a Historical Picture of the Progress of the Human Mind
4. FEPG - Kfw : (EREIFEaH)

Mercy Otis Warren, History of the Rise, Progress and Termination of the American Revolution
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Week 4 & 5 Nineteenth-Century European Historiography
B S5 Idealism
B ETTE T FE Marxism
B KEs T Z Empiricism
B JH)2 T3 Romanticism
Belzg@ il © EHR, Chapter 3
1 By (g5 - BH2EENZEAT/AH)
Karl Marx, The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonapart
2. v (SRR BT TR 52 )
Leopold von Ranke, History of the Reformation in Germany
3. ZEFEH TSRS ) Bl (1688 F5an )
Thomas Babington Macaulay, “The Task of the Modern Historian” and “The Revolution of 1688”
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Week 6 American History in the Nineteenth Century & The Progressive Challenge to American History and
the Consensus Response (*First Reading Report Due)
EE T EBRET ZE Romanticism and Nationalism
fkZ(L Professionalization
EIVE—HLEEZE52Z The Nation’s First Professional Historians
FHE FF - HH F&EBLESD FF Relativism, Pragmatism, and Progressivism
B [0[F]3E, A Return to Consensus
Reading: EHR, Chapter 4 & 5
I A% - snE L (GEEE RSB g KES)
Herbert Baxter Adams, “Saxon Tithing-Men in America”
2. FLEETEE S - fErdiE - A - OBEAESSRERE L EAVEZM: )
Frederick Jackson Turner, “The Significance of the Frontier in American History”
3. Ea - PhoddE RNy ¢ (REEE)
George Bancroft, History of the United States of America from the Discovery of the Continent
4. FEE - B{EEE o QRS - MO - (2 AAYEESR ) W. E. Burghardt Du Bois, The Souls of Black
Folk
5. BRI - LERTETIHERE - CERTE © (EECCIHRYEGE)
Charles and Mary Beard, The Rise of American Civilization
6. FHER - Al - (ZEBUEHERE)

Daniel J. Boorstin, The Genius of American Politics

FtHE B EFEHR-X
Week 7 Spring Break. No Class Meeting.
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Week 8 & 9 Marxism, Annales and the New Left
B gt B I F 22 Marxist Historiography in the Twentieth Century
B EEFEHEER The French Annales
B FEFH /SR The English New Left
B EFE/SIREZ New Left Historians in the United States
Reading: EHR, Chapter 6
1. ZRHHET - f55 (5 (GEJTH M Ay i Rt ch R T )
Fernand Braudel, The Mediterranean and the Mediterranean World in the Age of Philip 11
2. Ak - (CREITAFSRHETIERD)
E. P. Thompson, The Making of the English Working Class
3. T - HORM - (THEERVRSRERE & )

Jesse Lemisch, “Jack Tar in the Streets”
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Week 10 & 11 New Social History (*Second Reading Report Due)
B FfEjE5E Race Histories
fE2.8t Women’s History
M Psychohstory
JEE st &2 Historical Sociology
17t 5 Oral History
B =552 Cliometrics
Reading: EHR, Chapter 7
1. ZE(EEF - JBR - tEAS R ALHTE A - L RS 2 ¢ GBI - SEREGRHIEORER)




Robert William Fogel and Stanley L. Engerman, 7ime on the Cross
2. Gl o S — AR (BRI

Carroll Smith-Rosenberg, “The Hysterical Woman”
3. & B - BRIy - (SERIBEDTEIRYETEEE )

John Hope Franklin, “The Moral Legacy of the Founding Fathers”
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Week 12 & 13 The Linguistic Turn, Postmodernism, and New Cultural History
B iE o fH% 3% The Turn toward Relativism
B =8 The Linguistic Turn
%I T FE Postmodernism
Y EE#H# ] The Literary Turn
ANJEEEHE H] The Anthropological Turn
YAL#EE The Cultural Turn
B [EREBLE 5330 E 5 Gender and Identity Histories
Reading: EHR, Chapter 8
1. fEfa] o (FRENIEL ST )
Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish
2. oy - ERUH - (T AR - EEMMEIEIITED
Robert Darnton, “Workers Revolt”
3. BE&h - AWEM ¢ (CEFEATT S P RERE )
Ruth H. Bloch, “The Construction of Gender in a Republican World”
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Week 14 & 15 World Histories & Epilogue
B 1960 FELLETHYEE S Bt 5Lt Regional and World Histories prior to 1960
B Z2JHEFS Postcolonial Histories
B [[#75 Comparative History
B 1960 FELIFEAYEE S Regional History since 1960
B 2 FEk5 Global Histories
Reading: EHR, Chapter 9 & Epilogue
1 BfEEE - R (RITER)
Edward W. Said, Orientalism
2. R - SeFHREZ © CARES FRAVTHESRSE )
David Christian, “World History in Context”
3. FEREHT  AGE  (EE—FS ¢ SERIEE RS EAYsfr )

Thomas Bender, 4 Nation among Nations

ENE BHREE
Week 16 Final Exam

F+tHE BFEH
Week 17 Independent Study

£+/E BEEH
Week 18 Independent Study
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