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This course is designed as a general introduction to American history. Its main
purpose is to explore the historical process of America as a global superpower and its
dynamics behind. In this process, we will highlight not only the contributions of
different ethnic groups, but also the influences of other global factors. We should not
take environmental factors for granted since it sets the stage for the development of
America.

This course is designed to be divided into two parts for two semesters. The fall
semester will begin with the ancient civilizations of America, then the encounter of
Europeans and American indigenes, first European settlements in North America, the
American Revolutionary War, and end with the age of Jackson. The spring semester
will start with the Peculiar Institution, then the Civil War, Reconstruction, Glided Age,
Progressive Era, World War I, Great Depression, New Deal, World War II, Cold War,
and Globalization Era. Ultimately, the course ends with the War on Terrorism. This

course will be the second part.
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After finishing this course, students will understand the periodization of the
development of American history, learn the important issues and perspectives in the
field of American history, have primary abilities of reading and analyzing the materials,

and develop a broader global perspective.
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Requirements and Grading

B CPEFHE I ELE S In-class Participation (Attendance and discussion)--20%
B ={f/\*% Chronology Quiz--10% (Week 4)
B EET Book Review--30% (Week 10)
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Choose a book from the book list (see the References) and write a book review (4000—
4500 words, Chinese font: PMingLiu, English font: Times New Roman, body size 12pt). For
the quotation, it should not exceed 5% of the total length of your book review, i.e. 200-225
words. If you quote the sentences from the book you choose, just cite the page number at the
end of the sentence. Otherwise, you have to give a detailed citation. The citation format will
follow the Bulletin of IHP. The electronic file (in docx format) of your book review should
be sent to my email (weictsai@ccu.edu.tw) by the end of the due class and will be graded
down one notch for each day that it is late (A to A", etc.). The file name should be in the
format of “book title-student name-student id number.” The email title should be “student
name-History of the USA (II) midterm book review.” The book review turned in after class
ends will be considered late. No work will be accepted more than three days after the due
date.

B HAK*% Final Exam--40% (Week 16)

BEREAR

weekly scheduled contents

B SRR R R
Week 1 Course Introduction & The Peculiar Institution
B R R4EEE Explaining the Syllabus
B EF§ /5 The Old South
B UG NHY4EE Life under Slavery
B UEEASZAE Slave Culture

HEREIFY R BT Resistance to Slavery

Reading: Foner, Chap 11

BE SRRV (1820-1840)
Week 2 An Age of Reform, 1820-1840
B EEAYEE) The Reform Impulse
B ZEGEHITTEEEL The Crusade Against Slavery
u NBLH A\ EECUEE) Black and White Abolitionism
B ZPEEZEAVHER The Origins of Feminism
Reading: Foner, Chap 12; Zinn, Chap 7
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Week 3

T ZE (1840-1861)

A House Divided, 1840-1861

HEHA K d YR B Fruits of Manifest Destiny
—7httFE A Dose of Arsenic

HFIEAELGE The Rise of the Republican Party
MEHIHERL The Emergence of Lincoln

BB R EEAY 1% The Impending Crisis

Reading: Foner, Chap 13; Zinn, Chap 8; Bender Chap 3
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Week 4
|

HEHAYHTAE - BIILERE (1861-1865) (*EE(f/NH5)

A New Birth of Freedom: The Civil War, 1861-1865 (*Chronology Quiz)
HF—I5IHREL=F The First Modern War

PEREILAYE|ZE The Coming of Emancipation

5 EHFEdy The Second American Revolution

Fa Sl FL#EI 22 The Confederate Nation

HEHREE Turning Points

RV TE R BB P 9455 Rehearsals for Reconstruction and the End of the War

Reading: Foner, Chap 14; Zinn, Chap 9
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Week 5
|
|
|
|

"EEEEE ? ) EEEA (1865-1877)
“What Is Freedom?”: Reconstruction, 1865—1877
HHAY& = The Meaning of Freedom
WOEEEERYIZEE The Making of Radical Reconstruction
A 7AYo EE 73 Radical Reconstruction in the South
HE72 572 The Overthrow of Reconstruction

Reading: Foner, Chap 15; Zinn, Chap 10
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Week 6
|
|
|
|

EEHYHE eI (1870-1890 )

America’s Gilded Age, 1870-1890

BT FEA The Second Industrial Revolution
PSR E M Freedom in the Gilded Age

A% T EB4ERIE Labor and the Republic
PEERAYEES% The Transformation of the West

Reading: Foner, Chap 16; Zinn, Chap 11; Bender, Chap 4

FETE
Week 7

B FFR—K
Spring Break. No Class Meeting.
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Week 8
|
|
|
|

H HAE RN B S MY 5L4R (1890-1900 )

Freedom’s Boundaries, at Home and Abroad, 1890-1900
‘FERE ARYPEEL The Populist Challenge

B R EIR YRS /7 The Segregated South

EHH 547 Redrawing the Boundaries

% Byt FilogfE Becoming a World Power

Reading: Foner, Chap 17; Zinn, Chap 12
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Week 9
|
|
|
|

G (1900-1916)

The Progressive Era, 1900-1916

H B R EE 1t E An Urban Age and a Consumer Society
BB ERYHESD 138 Varieties of Progressivism

HED FFAYEUE The Politics of Progressivism
HESDHF(CHY4E4E The Progressive Presidents

Reading: Foner, Chap 18; Zinn, Chap 13; Bender Chap 5




A ROrEERTMmE - BRI FOREY (1916-1920)  (*EZHRPEE)
Week 10 Safe for Democracy: The United States and World War I, 1916—-1920 (*Book Review Due)
B 7EAYEE(C An Era of Intervention
B EREEE 5 KEE America and the Great War
B —HE/FE|N The War at Home
B 1919 4 1919
Reading: Foner, Chap 19; Zinn, Chap 14

F R EREFEULEIRA R © 1920 4K (1920-1932)
Week 11 From Business Culture to Great Depression: The Twenties, 1920—1932
B EFAJpEZ The Business of America
B PEESAEUET Business and Government
B NEHHWHEA The Birth of Civil Liberties
B {bEEZF The Cultural Wars
B KFEE{% The Great Depression
Reading: Foner, Chap 20; Zinn, Chap 15

B F=F 0 FE (1932-1940) B IR FURER (1941-1945)

Week 12 & 13 The New Deal (1932—-1940) and World War II (1941-1945)
B 55 —{E¥EL The First New Deal

A EEREHYHT The Grassroots Revolt

5 {E@#Er The Second New Deal

BEHAYETE A Reckoning with Liberty

ERYFRE The Limits of Change

—FEHHYERME S A New Conception of America

)1 _E§ Fighting World War II

B[N Ek4% The Home Front

EFIALEE The American Dilemma

Y FAV45 % The End of the War

Reading: Foner, Chap 21-22; Zinn, Chap 15-16

B AE ESEREIEEF (1945-2001)

Week 14 & 15 From the Cold War to the War on Terrorism, 1945-2001
B SERAVEE)E Origins of the Cold War

A ERELE FME2 The Cold War and the Idea of Freedom

F-EFIEUF The Truman Presidency

fz HLi##Ef) The Anticommunist Crusade

= HFL The Golden Age

U #H =05 The Eisenhower Era

H f###f) The Freedom Movement

1960 Y4845 A The Election of 1960

H i #HE (. The Kennedy Years

E#AEUNF Lyndon Johnson’s Presidency

(b Ay 2 A #f) The Changing Black Movement

ERER BT /2R Vietnam and the New Left

HrEENEBLEF S AT The New Movement and Rights Revolution

1968 4 1968

[ETEAR4847% President Nixon

kB /KF92E Vietnam and Watergate

FRSFEZJE RIS The Rising Tide of Conservatism

TEHFRHE Ay The Reagan Revolution




B 2 5EHF Post-Cold War World

B 2E{EEHE RN Globalization and its Discontents

B {bEEZF Cultural Wars

B 911 S4B ZLEL S The Attacks of September 11 and the War on Terrorism
Reading: Foner, Chap 23-27; Zinn, Chap 17-23

FEHNE HIRFER
Week 16 Final Exam

F+tHE BEEE
Week 17 Independent Study

£+/E BEEH
Week 18 Independent Study
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