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This course explores the development of travel literature in China
from ancient times to the modern era. Contrary to the conventional
view that traditional Chinese literati were always "attached to the
soil" and rooted in their rural homes, these writers frequently
ventured beyond their familiar homelands to embark on journeys of both
body and spirit. These experiences not only expanded the territory of
classical literary writing but also gave shape to a rich and complex
tapestry of travel narratives.

Aligning with the scholarly proposal of a "History of Chinese
Literature through the Lens of JYou (Travel)," this course introduces
and analyzes diverse literary texts in chronological order. Through
the perspective of "travel," students will be guided to systematically
construct a framework of knowledge regarding Chinese travel literature

and broaden their horizons in literary interpretation.




The course also features a practical writing assignment. Students will
be guided to integrate their academic findings with a traveler s
perspective to compose a "Hometown Travel Guide," applying classical
insights to a modern, personal context.
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