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Description
This course introduces students to study international relations from both theoretical and historical perspectives. The course will first examine major theoretical approaches in international relations and apply them to a wide range of past and present world politics events. The main aim of the course is to help students to think about international politics with perspective dimensions, include interstate conflicts, international trade and finance, nuclear proliferation, terrorism, globalization, and other issues of global importance. Our primary textbook will be World Politics: Trend and Transformation by Charles W. Kegley, Jr. Supplemental reading materials will also be provide by the professors.
Evaluation
Completion of all required readings and attendance of all classes 40%
Mid-term exam 20%
Final exam 20%
Term paper 20%
Additional Note
-Students are expected to have read all required and two-three additional readings in advance of each class.
-Students who cannot make class, for whatever reason, should inform professor in advance. 

Texts 
Charles W. Kegley, Jr., World Politics: Trend and Transformation, Belmont, California: Thomson Wadsworth, 2007/2008.

Recommended
Blumenfeld Yorick, ed. Scanning the Future: Prospects for Tomorrow. London: Thames & Hudson 1999.

Cusimano, Maryann K., ed. Beyond Sovereignty: Issues for a Global Agenda second edition. Belmont: Wadsworth, 2003.

Dougherty, James E., and Robert L. Pfaltzgraff, Jr. Contending Theories of International Relations, 5th ed. New York: Addison-Wesley-Longman, 2001.

Head, David, Anthony McGraw, David Goldblatt, and Jonathan Perraton. Global Transformations. Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 1999.

Holsti, Ole R., Randolph M. Siverson, and Alexander L. George, eds. Change in the International System. Boulder, Colo.: Westview Press, 1980.

Hoffman, Stanley. World Disorders: Troubled Peace in the Post-Cold War Era. Lanham, Md.: Rowman & Littlefield, 1998.

Hughes, Barry B. International Futures: Choices in the Face of Uncertainty, 3rd ed. Boulder, Colo.: Westview Press, 1999.

Jackson, Robert, and Georg Sorenen. Introduction to International Relations. Oxford, Eng.: Oxford University Press, 1999.

Jarvis, D. S. L. International Relations and the Challenge of Postmodernism: Defending the Discipline. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2000.

Jervis, Robert. "Realism, Neoliberalism, and Cooperation: Understanding the Debate," International Security 24 (Summer 1999): 42-63.

Kegley, Charles W, and Eugene R. Wittkopf, eds. The Global Agenda: Issues and Perspectives, 6th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2001.

Keohane, Robert, and Joseph S. Nye, Jr. Power and Interdependence: World Politics in Transition, 2nd ed. Glenview, 111. Scott, Foresman/Little, Brown, 1989.

Knutsen, Tørbjøm, L. The Rise and Fall of World Orders. Manchester, Eng.: Manchester University Press, 1999.

National Geographic Society. National Geographic Atlas of the World, 7th ed. Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 2000.

Opello, Walter C., Jr., and Stephen J. Rosow. The Nation-State and Global Order. Boulder, Colo.: Lynne Rienner, 1999.

Rosenau, James N. Along the Domestic-Foreign Frontier: Exploring Governance in a Turbulent World. Cambridge, Eng.: Cambridge University Press, 1997.

Worldwatch Institute. State of the World 2000. New York: Norton, 2000.

Course Outline
Week 1 Introduction  
Week 2 chap 1 
Exploring Twenty-First-Century World Politics
Week 3 chap 2 
Theories of World Politics
Week 4 chap 3 
Foreign Policy Decision Making
Week 5 chap 4 
Great-Power Rivalries and Relations
Week 6 chap 5 
The Global South in a World of Powers
Week 7 chap 6 
Non-state Actors in a System of States
Week 8 chap 7 
Humanitarian Challenges and the Protection of Human Rights
Week 9 Chaps 1-7 
Midterm exam
Week 10 chap 8 
Globalization and the Prospects for Global Governance
Week 11 chap 9 
Markets and Money in the Global Political Economy
Week 12 chap 10 
Population and Resource Pressures on the Global Environment
Week 13 chaps 11 
The Transformation of Armed Conflict
Week 14 chap 12 
Military Power, Coercive Diplomacy, and National Security
Week 15 chap 13 
The Realist Road to Security Through Alliances, Arms Control, and the Balance of Power
Week 16 chap 14 
The Liberal Institutional Paths to Peace

Week 17 Chaps 8-14

Final exam
Week 18 Presentation of Term Papers and Conclusion
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