Introduction to Philosophy Course syllabus (Spring 2026)
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Topic: God, evidence, and evil
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*** |mportant note: This course will be taught primarily in Chinese.
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Instructor (#7z826m): Kevin Kimble

Class time ( -z80%04) © Tuesdays (3 —) 10:10-12:00

Class room (=) : To be decided (&)

My office (#3¢2): 423 Humanities Building (4F) email:

Office hours (FRéHrFRT): Tuesdays (38 —) 13:00-15:00  kekimble@ccu.edu.tw

I. Course Description and Objectives  ZRFZfE/Ei H i

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the selected topic (above) and
to help students think philosophically about the issues and problems to be
discussed. Students will be expected to grasp the key issues and theories involved,
as well as critically evaluate the main arguments for and against various positions.
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Here is a brief summary of the topics and schedule:
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GOD _E%F (02/23 -03/17)

What concept of God should we adopt? Does God have a nature, and if so, what
are the key attributes of that nature? Is the standard concept of God coherent, or is
it problematic in some way?
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EVIDENCE &8#8 (03/24 —04/14, 04/28)

Are there any evidence or arguments (philosophical, scientific, etc.) to support the
existence of God, and if so, what are those arguments? Are those arguments
plausible? Is it necessary for a person to have evidence or arguments for the
existence of God, in order for that person’s belief/ faith to be rational? Can a
person know God or rationally believe in God without having any evidence or
arguments at all? Is scientific knowledge compatible with rationally believing in
the Christian God?
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EVIL ZFEE (05/05 - 06/02)

Is the existence of evil and suffering compatible with believing in God? Does the
presence of the large quantities of evil and suffering we see in the world render the
existence of God, such as the Christian God, improbable or implausible? What are
some of the explanations or solutions philosophers have proposed for why God
allows evil and suffering, and are these solutions tenable?
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Il. Required course reading 5 ERE

The course reading consists of selected chapters from the following textbook:
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Chad Meister, Introducing Philosophy of Religion. NY: Routledge, 20009.

(The volume of required reading will not be a lot; roughly 8 pages per week on
average.) (RiEEAZ > FHIHHELI8H - )



The reading assigned for a given week should be completed by the time class
begins each Tuesday, as preparation for class discussion.
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I1l. Requirements and Grading  =RFEZEKEIETEE =

1. An “objective-style” midterm exam  (04/21) 15 35%
=

2. An “objective-style” final exam (06/09) 15 35%
HIR=

3. Periodic small group discussions 15 30%
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(“Objective-style” exam = T/F questions, multiple choice questions, fill-in-the-
blank questions, and short-answer questions )
“Objective - style” FavETE @ BIEE ~ HEIEE - IHZ S E

Other notes:

HAMERHA:

The instructor will provide written class notes in English each week, which can be
downloaded from Ecourse; the instructor will primarily use Chinese for the in-class

teaching.
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The exam questions will be given in English, but students may write their answers

in Chinese. =&k H R DA HHRE » HEEAE 0] R SRS,



