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This course aims to help students understand the phonological systems of
Chinese across different historical periods and grasp the principles underlying their
evolution. It also explores the characteristics of ancient and modern Chinese and the
origins of modern Chinese dialects. Due to the limited duration of the course, the focus
is placed on medieval, modern, and contemporary pronunciations.

The course covers the historical evolution of Chinese phonology, the structure of
its phonological systems, the divergence of Chinese dialects, and the application of
phonological knowledge to literary genres such as poetry and songs. Students are
expected to develop a solid foundation in phonology from various Chinese dynasties
and acquire practical skills to apply this knowledge. These skills will enhance their
ability to interpret and appreciate traditional literary works. Additionally, the course
seeks to connect phonological knowledge with other linguistic disciplines, build
essential language research skills, and foster critical thinking and inferential reasoning
in linguistics and phonology.
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