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Course Descriptions

This seminar provides students with a comprehensive understanding of the
process of writing a Master’s thesis, using Nella Larsen’s novels as primary
examples. Students will first engage in close reading of Larsen’s works, followed by
a critical analysis of her works. Afterward, students will explore existing literature
on Larsen to learn various aspects of thesis writing, including selecting a topic,
formulating a thesis statement, conducting a literature review, gathering scholarship
on the thesis topic, critical analysis, argumentation, and structure. By the end of the
course, students will have developed all the necessary knowledge about the thesis
writing process and will be equipped with the skills needed to start their own
projects.

gY i
Learning Objectives

Course Objectives:

1. To familiarize students with the components and structure of a Master’s thesis.

2. To Foster an understanding of the historical and cultural background of Nella
Larsen’s works.

3. To analyze Nella Larsen’s novels as exemplary texts for understanding key
elements of thesis writing, such as research questions, methodology, and
theoretical frameworks.

4. To guide students through the process of formulating research questions and
conducting effective research.

5. To teach students how to construct compelling arguments and support them with
evidence from primary and secondary sources.

What will happen if I miss class, arrive late for class, etc.?

Attendance
| expect you to attend all class sessions. You are granted with 3 hours of
absence with good excuse and proof. Excused absences will not count against you.
After 3 missed hours of class, your final grade will be lowered by 2 points for each

additional absence.




Please note: Absence slips are not necessary. If you are asking for an excused
absence, just email me and write about 150 words in English explaining in detail why
you need an absence.
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Late Persons

While there are no bells on campus, class begins at the time listed in the
timetable. You may be late once due to weather; however, repeatedly walking into
class late will affect your final grade. Coming to class late is not constructive: it is
disrespectful, and it interferes with students’ ability to learn in a conducive and
positive environment.

You are late to class if you arrive after | have finished calling roll. Two late
arrivals will be the equivalent of one absence.

If you legitimately miss a class, | suggest asking a classmate for any notes,

schedule revisions, or handouts. | do not keep extra copies of handouts from day to
day and will not be able to supply you with what you’ve missed.
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Textbooks and

Required Texts

You may use any editions of the novels you prefer, but using the same edition as
the instructor’s will help locate the passages we are discussing in class.

1. Passing (penguin edition)

References 2. Quicksand (penguin edition)
3. A course pack
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Assessment and
Grade Distribution

How will I be graded?

Oral presentation & assignments 20 %
Final term paper 80 %
TOTAL 100%

Note: Grading policies and assignments are subject to change with due notification, and
additional homework or in-class writing may be assigned as needed.

Weekly Scheduled Contents

#< This schedule is flexible and may be updated during the semester.

Week 1

Introduction to course

Week 2 Passing

Part |




Week 3  Passing Part 11 (Chapter 2) Presentation 1

Week 4  September 27-29: Teacher’s Day Holiday Extension

Week 5 October 6: Mid-Autumn Festival

Week 6  Passing Part 11 Presentation (Chapter 1) 2

Week 7 Passing Part 111 Presentation (Chapter4) 3
In-Class Writing: How to Use Textual Evidence in Your Essays

Week 8 “Mirror on the Wall: What Nella Larsen’s Ambiguous Novel Reveals About Passing.”
Presentation 4
1. Paraphrase Skills
2. The process of choosing a topic for thesis writing

Week 9 “Subjugation and Self-Validation in Nella Larsen’s Passing”  Presentation 5
Mini-essay due in class

Week 10  Quicksand Chapters 1~7

Week 11  Quicksand Chapters 8-13 Presentation 11~13 1

Week 12  Quicksand Chapters 14-19 Presentation 17~19 2
From Idea to Argument: Writing a Thesis Statement

Week 13  Quicksand Chapters 19-25 Presentation 23~25 3

Week 14 “Nella Larsen’s “Quicksand”: A Narrative of Difference” by Yves W. A. Clemmen
Presentation 4
1. Submit a clear and focused thesis statement for your final term paper.
2. In-Class Writing Practice: Provide a list of sources you plan to use for your final essay.

Week 15 Cheryl A. Wall, “Passing for What? Aspects of Identity in Nella Larsen’s Novels.”
Presentation 5

Assignment: List five dissertations related to your topic.

Week 16 Final Paper presentation

Week 17  Final Term Paper due

Week 18  Wrap Up
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