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Spontaneous

class discussion

This class helps students understand what factors facilitate a prosperous and harmonious
country. It discusses how a country can be free of other country’s dominance or
exploitation; how a country protects its natural and social environment. Also, it
KEpHE2 ?" ¥l |discusses why fair and just institutes are essential for national development; how culture
and ideology affect a country’s population and productivity; how citizens can discipline
government’s efficiency and integrity. Moreover, it discusses how a country allies with
other countries for its economic interests and security.
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1 State capacity and its accumulation

2 | Natural environment and sustainable development

3 | Technology independence and national strength

4 | Population and human capital; how social value
affects birthrate and population size.

5 | Education and human capital

6 | Cultural formation, working ethics and national

wealth

7 | Social justice and national development
8 | Midterm report

9 | Social mobility and vested interests

S A 10 | Internal decay, external interference and national
(F 425 %% wellbeing
AP TP 11 | International trade and geopolitical constraints

12 | Scarcity, cooperation, and conflict

13 | Why protecting and promoting human rights is
everyone’s best interest

14 | How citizens can improve domestic and international
politics

15 | Rise and fall of nations

16 | How to prevent technology from becoming weapons
for collective extinction

17 | Human enlightenment and the use of Al

18 | Final report
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1. Fanon, Frantz, The Wretched of the Earth, translated by Constance Farrington,
Grove Press, New York, 1963.

2. Acemoglu, D. and J.A. Robinson, Why Nations Fail: The Origin of Power,
Prosperity, and Poverty, Crown Publisher, New York, 2012.

3. Piketty, T., Capital in the Twenty-First Century, Harvard University Press, 2014.

4. Kissinger, H., World Order: Reflections on the Character of Nations and the Course

Fofid | !
i r of History, Penguln Books, 201§ . . . .
5. De Tocqueville, A., Democracy in America, translated, edited, and with an
introduction by H. C. Mansfield and D. Winthrop, University of Chicago Press,
2000.
6. Landes, D., The Wealth and Poverty of Nations, why some are so rich and some so
poor, Norton 1999.
7. Up to date academic literature( will introduce in class).
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#.p : Class participation includes attendance and spontaneous discussion in class.
e m s Midterm and Final reports are written reports. Can write alone or coauthor.
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¥+ % Name : Shyh-Fang Ueng, 5+ >
W =%k & k(97 ¢ <) Economics Department
B%bfﬁ_ : Associate Professor
[4 =% PRIZFH ¢ B
& % © Education: National Taiwan University, BA; Texas A&M University (USA),
FHRFEF T phD
Experience: Assistant Research Fellow, Academia Sinica; Associate Research Fellow,
Academia Sinica.

% ¥ /8% Game Theory; International Political Economy; Industrial Organization;
Institutional Economy.







