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Course Overview: Ronald Dworkin and His Critics

This seminar centers on the philosophical thought of Ronald Dworkin. Dworkin 1s
regarded as one of the most important contemporary moral, political, and legal
philosophers because of his original and profound contributions to jurisprudence, political
philosophy, and moral theory. His interpretive theory and the idea of “law as integrity”
have reshaped legal philosophy, and his systematic view of equality and justice has sparked
significant scholarly debate. Together with John Rawls, Dworkin 1s considered one of the
most representative philosophers within contemporary liberalism. While Rawls 1s better
characterized as a defender of “fairness-based liberalism,” Dworkin is known as a
proponent of “equality-based liberalism.”

This course focuses on two central themes:

(1) Dworkin® s philosophical theory of interpretation and the views of his critics;

(2) Dworkin’ s theory of equality and the critiques from theorists of relational
equality.

Part I: Philosophical Theory of Interpretation

We will examine in detail how Dworkin conceives of law as a branch of morality and
how interpretation functions as a philosophical method. We will also introduce various
critical responses that aim to challenge or revise Dworkin’ s interpretive theory.

Part II: Equality and Relational Equality

We will analyze Dworkin’ s understanding of equality and his liberal egalitarian
theory. We will then turn to critics who emphasize relational equality, exploring how and
why they believe Dworkin’ s view is inadequate, and discuss the substance of their
critiques.
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