Philosophy of Mind  Fall 2025 Course syllabus

Instructor: Kevin Kimble Office: 423 Humanities Building
Time: Tuesdays 10:10 —1:00 email: kekimble@ccu.edu.tw
Room: Humanities Building 139 office hours: Wednesdays 10-12

TA: filak  email: ap204155@gmail.com

I. Course Description and Objectives #7258l H &

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the most important
concepts and problems in contemporary philosophy of mind. Foremost among
the issues we will discuss are the mind-body problem, recent theories of mind,
mental causation, mental content, and consciousness.
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Students will be expected to attain a grasp of the key concepts, theories, and
arguments pertaining to each topic. Students will also be expected to critically
engage and evaluate the ideas and arguments presented, critiquing and
defending various positions on the core topics.
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Il1. Course Reading iR

Required text: Jack Crumley, A Brief Introduction to Philosophy of Mind.
Rowman & Littlefield, 2006.

(Prefer a more challenging text?? Then you are welcome to read Jaegwon Kim,
Philosophy of Mind. Westview Press, 2011.)

Selections from the Crumley text will be assigned regularly, as preparation for
class lecture and discussion.
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[11. Written Requirements and Grading {E£ZER flaT i

1. Two “objective-style” exams in class (5 zx)

each exam is worth 25% of course grade;
FRFE AR E LA 25%, 2SR HAELEREERY 50% -

exam #1-- 11/04; exam #2-- 12/23

2. Weekly quizzes /N

Brief quizzes (10-15 minutes) will be given in class each week, typically covering
current reading material. &HEAYERE /NS s 2% EAY R EE ELE.

All quizzes must be written on smooth clean-cut 18k paper. No exceptions.
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Typically, instructor will allow students to consult textbook during the quiz.
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A total of 10 quizzes will be given, your 8 highest quiz grades will be counted.
Wt 10 JUNE, HUEL R 8 24y

(5 points each quiz = 20% of course grade) (FZ/N% 545 = 4ERpLLEN 20%)

3. Class participation/ small group discussions Fiaz B [ /NHET 5

The class will form small groups, and we will use approximately 30-45 minutes of
class each week to discuss questions pertaining to issues in the assigned readings. The
results of each discussion will be written up and handed in, one report per group.
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10 discussion reports worth 4 points each; your lowest 2 scores will not be
counted; 8 REVFREF AL 457 > BB BRI -

(8 group discussions = 30% of course grade) (8 ZtETEh = 4&RK4ENY 30%)

Each grade will be based on group participation as well as the written summaries.
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V. Other Course Policies A zpitHE

- Class notes will be posted regularly on Ecourse. Students may download and print out the
notes, or view them on an electronic device. :RfE:EF @ E©HIZEAG(F Ecourse |-

- all assigned work (tests, quizzes, summaries) may be written in Chinese. Quizzes must be
written on smooth clean-cut 18K paper. No exceptions. Written answers must be clear and in

your own words. FEfSEMNIIER ik ~ /N% ~ k) Ml LA SCGEE. /NE
DMEE FSEEERY 18 BHARIRE 5, N1SHIh.

- Missed exams can be made up only in the event of serious illness or other emergencies.
(Instructor reserves the right to decide on case by case basis.) #% LG mE AR E
HAHY TR N AT LA - CRETOR B IRMEZE BT EI TR E AIRER - )

- Missed quizzes/ discussions typically cannot be made up. The purpose of counting 8 out of
10 quizzes and discussions is to provide you with a “safety net” for missed classes.
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- Textbook policy-- each student must have access to the course text book/ readings to use
during class time and small group discussions. (An electronic textbook may be used, but not

during quizzes.) BN AR ENIRE-- B L ER EEREF AR ERA (BGaZE1EE
FEAER ) FIERE E -

No sharing of textbook is allowed during quizzes or group discussions. Anyone who fails to
have his/her own textbook (Ebook or paper copy) during group discussions will receive 0

credit for the discussion that week. /NEESFEmEEA1F] A S FHERARE R #E 70 EFaY;
(F e T e A (B Rl B A Eh Y [E] 22, 3% 80/ NH & s R B 77

- Food policy-- students are not permitted to eat during class.
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- Instructor reserves the right to deduct points from the discussion/participation grade due to
any form of class disruption. This applies to individuals, groups, and the entire class. (Points
deducted for this reason are not eligible for substitution.)
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- In assigning final course grades, | reserve the right to judge borderline cases on the basis of
attitude, effort, and attendance. {EF{RAVAEET /7 L > ZENPREAFIEGEZERILEE ~ 25
1, RE 2B, DL R i PErIRER] -

| strongly encourage students to ask questions and offer comments in class at any time, as
well as visit me during office hours. FRIFH GEIFIEAFERE L HEIG2EM], FRAEE R, (i
H[EIEELE office hours A R FR s BhZL.



V. Course outline

I. Introduction and background issues (Crumley, introduction)

Il. Theories of mind

A.) Dualist theories (Crumley ch. 1)

B.) Philosophical behaviorism (Ravenscroft ch. 2)

C.) Identity theory (Crumley ch. 3)

D.) Functionalism (ch. 4, 5)

E.) Instrumentalism and Eliminativism (ch. 6)

[11. Central problems in philosophy of mind

A.) Mental content (ch. 8)

B.) Mental causation (ch. 9)

C.) Consciousness (ch. 10)



