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course descriptions

This course is an introduction to history and historical research. Its purpose is to
offer students a basic knowledge about the nature, theory and methods of history and
historiography. This course is divided into two semesters, and this semester is the first
one. During this semester, this course will cover the object of historical research, the
scale of time and space, topics of historical research, the cause and meanings of

history, and the nature of historical knowledge.
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After you finish this course, you will understand the basic knowledge of
historical research, grasp important issues and perspectives in historiography, develop
a preliminary competence of interpreting and analyzing historical materials, and

cultivate a holistic perspective on the past with temporal depth and spatial breadth.
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Requirements and Grading

B CPHEHEfI2BiE s In-class Participation (Attendance and Discussion)--20%
B Hfjf=% Midterm Exam--30% (Week 9)

B EETF Book Review--20% (Week 10)

HE-AFE LNETES -REY (BR=2THAEZENTT ) 2EFHHES A
SRANEY T BRI ERSEEH ) By OCFRSHAHINES - 9150588 Times New
Roman - 12 575 5[ #[f S YRR B ER S E 5% (B 175-200 ) -
H5 FPTREENANS > EFREARUETVEEESBE > HapEHRASNE - 5P
s RER (RO SEE R S EE S e R T]) FUERSN o ERFIVETAE (doex #8=0)
e 58 H FFVERE &S R AT E A FIRETEFE (weictsai@ccu.edu.tw) » FEAIETy
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HEME  [E5F. c SRES RIS BT RIE - B —RpldEE—5% (AlER A DU
instructor’s  [ff) < BB =KL B HETHRAEEIL -
information Choose a book from the book list (see the References) and write a book review (3500—

4000 words, Chinese font: PMingLiu, English font: Times New Roman, body size 12pt).

For the quotation, it should not exceed 5% of the total length of your book review, i.e. 175—
200 words. If you quote the sentences from the book you choose, just cite the page number
at the end of the sentence. Otherwise, you have to give a detailed citation. The citation
format will follow the Bulletin of IHP. The electronic file (in docx format) of your book
review should be sent to my email (weictsai@ccu.edu.tw) by the end of the due class and
will be graded down one notch for each day that it is late (A to A", etc.). The file name
should be in the format of “book title-student name-student id number.” The email title
should be “student name-midterm book review.” The book review turned in after class ends

will be considered late. No work will be accepted more than three days after the due date.
B Hi°K*% Final Exam--30% (Week 15)

BRERAERS
weekly scheduled contents

B SRR
Week 1 Course Introduction
B SRR R4iEEfE Explaining the Syllabus
Reading: Page & Maxson; Maza, Introduction; Schrag; (P& » (EEkHES)

B REIESR? (—)

Week 2 The History of Whom? (1)
B S T ERIE A Fl—£EZc A History from Above: “Great Men” and a Few Women
B tEsEiE(E77E Social History and Quantification
B EEEE . SRV E Y 4y E. P. Thompson’s Historical Revolution

Reading: Maza, Chap 1; {RJGK > (FESZAVEEER )  {H5e - (FRSLE2EITEHEg ) » 0Ran - 2% (8
Ham T )

E=FE O BERVERSE ()
Week 3 The History of Whom? (II)
B {PiEigEEN 4 Resistance and Agency
W FEEEFL A ZE[ Power and the Private Sphere




Reading: Maza, Chap 1; FHHF] » ( f7 B s B2 H g B2 7 Y

SEUURE A ERAVEESE (—)
Week 4 The History of Where? (I)
B RSB S N EEETE SR 2 How National History Became Unnatural
B EF - PROHES ~ BB KSR Oceans, Middle Grounds, Borderlands, and Zomia
B 2IRSAVEGE The Rise of Global History
Reading: Maza, Chap 2; FFHU{E > (IR E®) ; s HAREK - (Big History AFESE ) 5 5 TILI4R
(& U S sh )

EE EEAVEESE ()

Week 5 The History of Where? (I1)
B Y HUM S 2 AVERSE Displacing Euro-America
B KJFES Big History

Reading: Maza, Chap 2; FEfU{E » (BEREAVEE ) » 7w EHrER - (Big History KFESE) 5 #7TLLI4R -
(CERREESEZHiEs)

BN Sk - RS OEE EAYHE A MEB R R

Week 6 Material Analysis: Common Humanity and Cultural Difference on the Sedentary-Nomadic Frontier
B FS T AZE A Herodotus on Scythians
B 5] EEHmyiEi s Sima Qian on Xiongnu and Dayuan
B A - iEEGETEFZE Ibn Khaldun on Nomads

[T
L = SERAVECH T - B ERAEETR Ry fr] 2
2. BB r A FIRE R R AT - BESSERARNEN R Z MR G AR E 2k ?
3. FE=frSEZRHVRCHI - B RS BLEE RAVRE R Ry f] 2
4. =z SEocan e R e B R IA 2
5. HRE=ERNES @ BRREEERZEEGAEHEAME?

6. A SEEAAIE R SR SEHAR 2
Reading: 7ZEZ 18 (FESL) @ SIEHE (S2E0) 5 OPAC - leeh CFEs&dim)

FEE REFTRIE L
Week 7 Guest Lecture: Professor Ching-Fang Wu
B ISR T LB | DURASES (WECEETEtE - HEttas Bk
IRE ) Ry BIRYET 3
Reading: FEAZEAEE » SEFSEE » (WRECBELTRIE © 1L HHE R (22 : b
Ak 0 2025)
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Week 8 The History of What?

TS 2(ZEY) From Ideas to Things

RETE(EAYE S5 The Changing History of Ideas

SEERR « FLEAYRMER S 65 Thomas Kuhn’s Scientific Revolution
JE SR R4 g RIEE Science in Historical Context

st The New History of Things

B EZRELIEAMIE AJE{TE)E Nature and Other Nonhuman Actors
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Reading: Maza, Chap 3; MHFF4N ~ &5 > (HEEH G F)

FEE HFE
Week 9 Midterm Exam
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Week 10 How Is History Produced? (I) (*Book Review Due)

B {EETEREEE From Chroniclers to Academics

B EG -~ N FEFE SR B S22 Popular, Public, and Digital History

Reading: Maza, Chap 4; BL7% » (CRFRMIIAESE ) 5 FERTTH > (S EREE 2 ) 5 RS > (GuRE
BRHVEHHEIGAG ) 5 BITILER - (CE RS0 )

B —E ESRAEEEE ? ()

Week 11 How Is History Produced? (II)

B FBUEEEFE © BEadfaEiERES 2 Orthodoxy and Revisionism : How Debate Shapes
History

B OREREZEE SR TS 2 Do Sources and Archives Make History?

Reading: Maza, Chap 4; fZEH17 » (ERSER—#ERI(F ) 5 4l - (SR T75 ) 250 ~ oAt (O

RSB ER TS %)

F+2FE REREEFER? (—)
Week 12 Causes or Meanings? (I)
B [NREIAFIFES Causality and History
B EEHENES e YRR R BiEEET In Search of Laws and Patterns: Social Science
History and Comparison
m EEETE ,Lifliﬁ%i%ii}f Marxism and the Annales School
Reading: Maza, Chap 5; HZEHFy - (FESREE+5%) A% - CEBISREnan) o FEEE » (185 B R
BEATHTFR )

B+=F FER=SEZ? (2
Week 13 Causes or Meanings? (II)
B %R EE 15 AAY[E]EF Multicausal History and the Return of the Event
B E=EEFE S In Search of Meaning: Microhistory
B 4R~ B T3S ks | Clifford Geertz, Michel Foucault, and the “New Cultural History”

Reading: Maza, Chap 5; =7 > CRr>{b52) © el ~ &% > (SLEREEEm )

ETUE EEEERER?
Week 14 Facts or Fictions?
B ZEMEAYELEE The Rise and Fall of Objectivity
B BN EFRAE S ek EEEE £ & S /57E Postmodernism and History: Radical Skepticism
and New Methods
B U EYE RN EME T KA Everything Is Constructed
B [J0AVETEE A Barbarians at the Gate
B AR e G B E] e 54 2 Distortion or Imagination: Where Do We Draw the Line?
Reading: Maza, Chap 6; HZEHTRF - (FESRER5%) © iRl - 2% (LB T) © s - (1%
PR T RS AT )

F+AE HRER
Week 15 Final Exam
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Week 16 Constltutlon Day. No Class Meeting
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Week 17 Independent Study
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Week 18  Independent Study
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