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Learning Objectives

This seminar studies Henrik Ibsen’s prose dramas, tracing the progression of the
playwright’s literary focus from social problems to personal/psychological
dilemmas. Special attention will be given to Ibsen’s representations of the Woman
Question, particularly in relation to the fin-de-siecle New Woman, as well as to
themes such as truth, freedom, ethics, duty, idealism, and capitalism. Among the
so-called “Ibsen Cycle,” we will focus primarily on six plays, including The Pillars of
Society (1877), A Doll’s House (1879), Ghosts (1881), An Enemy of the People (1882),
Rosmersholm (1886), and John Gabriel Borkman (1896). The seminar aims to
deepen students’ understanding of the socio-historical context of Ibsen’s time,
explore how his influence transcends temporal and geographical boundaries, and
examine how his works have become integral to the canon of world literature.
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Course Requirements

1. Students are required to attend the class regularly and are encouraged to

participate in class discussions.

2. Attendance policy:

B Students are permitted up to three absences in this course, regardless of any
reason, provided that request of leave is submitted to the Student Leave
Management System (5 #
(2 — » r ) within one week. Emailing notice is not accepted

B Students who exceed three absences—even for legitimate medical reasons—
will be strongly advised to withdraw from the course.

B Two points from the final grade will be deducted for each absence without
an approved leave.

B Being late to class may be considered an unexcused absence.

3. Students are required to complete their assignments independently. Plagiarism

or unauthorized collaboration will lead to course failure.

4. Each student will give reports, take on co-chairing, and submit a 3000-word

research paper (1500 words for undergraduates).
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5. Late submissions are only accepted if a valid proof of an excused absence is
submitted with the paper within three working days since the due date. One
day’s delay result in a 20-point deduction from the original grade of the paper.
Late submission over three days will not be graded.
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Information
B Y=g &2 Y e s | Subject to change
Assessment and Reports & Co-chairing: 20% 1 Term Paper: 70%
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Week | Date Content
1 9/9 Introduction to the course + Realistic/Naturalistic theatre and drama + Bio: Henrik Ibsen (F)
9/16
2-3 9/23 DH Act 1-3 MFC
4 9/30 | Ghosts Act 1-2 OR: Nick
Ghosts Act 3 OR (UG): Julie
5 10/7 — , ,
Criticism/discussion
6 10/14 | Rosmersholm Act 1-2 OR: Ash*
7 10/21 | Rosmersholm Act 3-4 OR: Ash
8 10/28 | Pillars Act 1-2 OR: Ray
9 11/4 Pillars Act 3-4 OR: Nick*
10 11/11 EOP Act 1-2 OR: Susan
11 11/18 | EOP Act 3-4 OR: Tony
EOP Act 5 OR (UG): Julie
12 11/25 ; ; 3 .
Abstract & outline discussion & submission
13 12/2 JGB Act 1-2 OR: Nick*
14 12/9 JGB Act 3-4 OR: Tony*
15 12/16 | T-S conference
16 12/23 | final paper due
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