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Course Descriptions

Humans are born with the ability to use language. While language processing seems
effortless and easy, we often forget that it's actually a complex process requiring
significant mental effort. In this class, we will explore how human beings use language.

The course covers four key areas in psycholinguistics: language processing (speech
perception, lexical processing, sentence processing, language production, etc.),
experimental methods (experiments and basic statistics, etc.), brain-related research
(brain anatomy, aphasia, related brain research, etc.), and language acquisition (first
language acquisition, multilingual acquisition, and disordered language acquisition,
including two guest lectures). We will be reading current research to understand these
different areas.

Attendance Policy:
e A maximum of 6 hours of unexcused absences are allowed per semester.
o Three instances of being 10 minutes late will count as one hour of absence.
e After 6 hours of unexcused absences, 2 points will be deducted from your final
grade for each additional hour of absence.
o For emergencies or necessary absences, please inform the lecturer via email
(hc_chen@ccu.edu.tw) and provide supporting documentation.
Make-up exercise will be given ONLY to those with an official (medical) leave.

Assessment and Grade Distribution (tentative):

Attendance: 20%
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Assignments: 30%
Essay: 25% (The guideline is provided on the platform)
Midterm: 25%
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Learning Objectives

This class explores the complexity of language processing through key research areas
in psycholinguistics: language production, experimental methods, brain-related
research, and language acquisition.

HRIENZEE Language in Mind: An Introduction to Psycholinguistics by Julie Sedivy Second
Textbooks and Edition (required chapters listed in syllabus); Additional readings (provided on the
References platform)
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Information
BAZRTEANZA Weekly Scheduled Contents
Week 1 | Introduction
Week 2 | Experiments method
Week 3 | Experiments method
Week 4 | Speech Perception (Mattys 2013)
Week 5 | Lexical processing (C.7 Word Recognition)
Week 6 | Sentence Processing (C.8 Understanding sentence structure and meaning)
Brain and Language (Chapter 8 of Section 4 of the online textbook Neuroscience Online
(University of Texas): https://nba.uth.tmc.edu/neuroscience/s4/chapter08.html (by Anthony
Week 7 | Wright)
Recalled to life: A neurologist’s notebook Link:
https://research.ebsco.com/c/zd6obb/viewer/html/2jzkky7f45)
Week 8 | Review
Week 9 | Midterm
Language Acquisition (Jackendoff 1994: C.3 The argument for innate knowledge; C.6 Learning
Week 10 the structure of sentences)
Week 11 | Language acquisition sound (C.4 Learning Sound patterns)
Week 12 | Guest lecture (Dr. Rowena Garcia)- Time will be different than the scheduled class time
Week 13 | Eye-tracking method (Including Lab Tour)
Week 14 | Language production (C.9 Speaking from planning to articulation)
Week 15 | Guest lecture (Dr. Liang Se Yuan)
Week 16 | Bilingualism/Multilingualism (Essay due)
Week 17
Week 18
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