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Prerequisites

Introduction to Linguistics (recommended)
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Course Descriptions

This course introduces students to several topics and theories in second language
acquisition. Students will also learn about how research in second language
acquisition is generally conducted. The content of the course can be of interest to
students who wish to pursue studies in (applied) linguistics, psychology, cognitive
science, or other related fields in the future.
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Learning Objectives

Objectives:
- Students will learn about the basic theories and experimental techniques relevant

to the field of second language acquisition.

- Students will think critically regarding what they have learned in assignments and
exams.

Assessment:

- There is a midterm and a final exam (non-cumulative). Both exams will take place
in the classroom, but you are allowed to bring paper notes with you (no electronic
device allowed). You may answer the questions in either Mandarin or English.

- There are three assignments including short essay questions on explaining your
experience in learning languages or critiquing the content of the course. You may
answer the questions in either Mandarin or English. Points will be deducted from
late submissions (10% off per day), and the use of ChatGPT or plagiarism will
result in a grade of zero.

- The participation grade will be counted via your submission of a small piece of
note after each class, informing me in a few sentences of what you have learned
during the class. Your note may be in either Mandarin or English.

- The attendance will be officially recorded starting from Week 3. One unexcused
absence will result in 2 points off your attendance grade (10 points in total).

Grade Distribution:

- Attendance: 10%

- Participation: 20%




- Assignments: 30% (10% each)
- Midterm Exam: 20%
- Final Exam: 20%
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Textbooks and

The course materials contain selected chapters in books or journal articles, which will
be provided by the instructor. No textbook is required. If you would like access to

References the references used in the course materials, please contact the instructor.
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Teaching Resources
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Instructor’s office hours by appointment
Information
& ¥ #Azp % Weekly Scheduled Contents

Week 1 | Introduction to Second Language (L2) Acquisition & Critical Periods for L2 Acquisition
Week 2 | Critical Periods for L2 Acquisition & Crosslinguistic Influences in L2 Acquisition
Week 3 | Crosslinguistic Influences in L2 Acquisition
Week 4 | No Class (National Holiday)
Week 5 | No Class (National Holiday)
Week 6 | Instruction & L2 Acquisition

Instruction & L2 Acquisition
Week 7 Assignment 1 Due |
Week 8 | Foreign Language Aptitude & Motivation
Week 9 | Midterm Exam
Week 10 | L2 Cognition & Bilingual Processing
Week 11 | L2 Cognition & Bilingual Processing
Week 12 'I&is,iéécnqnligsr:ilgnDcheMorphology & Syntax
Week 13 | L2 Acquisition of Semantics & Pragmatics
Week 14 | Heritage Language Acquisition
Week 15 | Third Language (L3) Acquisition
Week 16 Final Exam

Assignment 3 Due
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