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Course Description:

This course seeks to help students understand the cultural and historical background of English
literature--the Romantic Period. We will read representative works by the great Romantic
writers (William Blake, William Wordsworth, Samuel Coleridge, Percy Shelley, John Keats, and
Mary Shelly). The reading topics include: romantic imagination, natural/supernatural visions and
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ecology, sublime beauty of nature, social criticism, romantic aesthetics. Our primary questions
are: What is romantic literature? What is the role of imagination in representing the writers’ view
of nature, and how can romantic imagination serve as political revolution? Can the supernatural
mirror the reality of nature or of humanity, even enhancing our ecological thinking of our living
environment?
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learning objectives

(1)Introducing the cultural and historical background; (2) locating the major critical issues in
the work under discussion; (3) approaching the work from new perspectives.
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textbooks and

Abrahms, M. H. et al, eds. The Norton Anthology of English Literature. Vol. 2. 8th ed.

A profile of extra-reading materials will be offered.

references
HEBE R

M i ,

(1B #EH (ppt) WAEREE CBHmAFE
teaching

COHEEBER CBHEHEBER CE
materials
HEBRHE

| g [ AEERE PEELEOBERS [ EEEEE R
teaching

CEZEHF CIE
methods
AETEH [EEi4=E WK =E B = R85 CIMEZE(EE
Evaluation (JFREEE CHP RS CHEAR IS S
tools CFFERR CEfth
HEBER
teaching | IFRi24804 B EFIEHTH CEB AL
resources

ZUEm
R R
instructor’s

information

1.Each student must attend the class regularly. I will call your name when the class starts after
five minutes

2. Each student just has four times to apply leaving throughout the whole semester; over the
quota, except for family or medial emergency, you should not be absent without providing any
proofs of leaving within two weeks. > § #f ¥ r/ 3w = - 2 {3 g‘fg—fﬁ)’f,f 1 RbEE %51%‘ "
FERE R (F o) R EAPMFEN S &2 EE o Proof of leave must be submitted
(within a week) with a 250-word report in English to explain your absence. Lateness for class
may be considered as absence without leave.

3. To ensure the teaching quality, only 35 students are allowed to enroll in this class. No more
extra numbers will be added.

4.Assessment and Grade Distribution
Participation: 10%. Mid-term Exam: 30%




Group Report: 30% Final Exam: 30%
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weekly scheduled contents

Week 1 9/09-9/11 Introduction: The Romantic Period 1785-1830, p. 1-22
Week 2 9/16-9/18 William Blake, Songs of Innocence: “The Lamb,” “The Chimney Sweeper,”
“Nurse’s Song”
William Blake, Songs of Experience, “The Tyger”; “The Chi S 7
Week3  [9/23-9/25 g5 07 =xXP ¥d ¢ Sumney Sweeper
“Nurse’s Song” “London”
William Wordsworth, “We Are Seven”; “I Wondered Lonely as a Cloud”; “My
Week 4 9/30-10/2
Heart Leaps Up”—Group Report 1
10/7 10/7: Class Make-up PM: 14:30-16:00
Week 5 _ Lucy poems series: “Strange Fits of Passion have I known,” “She Dwelt Among the
10/9: Noclass  |untrodden Ways”; “A slumber did my spirit seal”
Class Make-up
10/14: PM: 14:30-16:00
Week 6 10/14-10/16
Samuel Taylor Coleridge—natural/supernatural vision and romantic ecology
The Rime of the Ancient Mariner (I)—Group Report 2
Week 7 10/21-10/23 Samuel Taylor Coleridge, The Rime of the Ancient Mariner—to be continued
10/28: Study break
Week 8 10/28-10/30
10:/30: Mid-term Exam
Week 9 11/4-11/6 Percy Bysshe Shelley, “Mutability”; “Ozymandias”
Week 10 11/10-11/12 “Ode to the West Wind”
Week 11 11/17-11/19 John Keats, “Ode to a Nightingale”; “Ode on a Grecian Urn” —Group Report 3
Week 12 11/24-11/26 “To Autumn”; Film watching: Mary Shelley (2017)
Week 13 12/02-12/04 Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein—Group Report 4
Week 14 12/09-12/11 Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein—Group Report 5
Week 15 12/16-12/18 Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein—to be continued




Week 16 12/23 Final Exam
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