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Course Descriptions

This course explores major works of English literature from the early medieval period
through the late Middle Ages. Students will examine literary genres such as epic,
romance, allegory, and religious writing, with a focus on historical context and
cultural themes. Key texts may include Beowulf, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight,
Arthurian romances, and selections from The Canterbury Tales. Film adaptations of a
few literary works and several documentaries will be used to acquaint students with
the historical, social, and cultural backgrounds of this period.
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Learning Objectives

1. Toanalyze literary texts in their historical and cultural contexts.

2. To identify key themes, genres, and motifs, such as chivalry, courtly love,
heroism, and moral allegory.

3. To develop skills in close reading, critical thinking, and written communication

through tests and presentations.
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Textbooks and

Textbooks are not required; relevant handouts will be distributed during class
sessions.
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Teaching Resources

E R AR T One point will be deducted from your final grade for each hour of absence, and half a
Attendance  [point for each instance of late arrival. No leave of absence will be excused; you are fully
Requirements [responsible for your attendance record.

& ¥ AP 7 Weekly Scheduled Contents (Tentative—subject to revision as the semester progresses)

Week 1 Introduction: The Middle Ages (to ca. 1485)

Week 2 Introduction: The Middle Ages (to ca. 1485)

Week 3 Beowulf

Week 4 Beowulf

Week 5 Beowulf

Week 6 Geoffrey Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales

Week 7 Geoffrey Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales

Week 8 Geoffrey Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales

Week 9 Geoffrey Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales

Week 10 | Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

Week 11 | Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

Week 12 | The Legend of King Arthur

Week 13 | The Legend of King Arthur

Week 14 | The Legend of King Arthur

Week 15 | Conclusion: Key Ideas of the Middle Ages

Week 16 Final Exam
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