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Prerequisites
This course is designed to help students improve their English communication
skills, with a focus on listening and speaking as practical skills that can be
strengthened through systematic practice. Through regular structured practice and
interactive classroom activities, students will build their listening comprehension
and develop the confidence and the skills needed to express ideas clearly in
English. The ultimate goal is to help students think directly in English—without
relying on translation—and achieve automaticity in real-time communication.
s e b o In the first year, the course focuses on improving pronunciation and intelligibility,
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Course Descriptions

building confidence in speaking, and developing basic conversation and
presentation skills. Students will also learn key strategies for active listening and
acquire essential vocabulary and grammar structures to express themselves in
everyday and academic situations. The goal is to help students build a strong
foundation for effective oral communication in both classroom and real-world
contexts.

Please make sure to arrive on time during the first week of the semester for
enrollment confirmation and course announcements.
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Learning Objectives

By the end of the course, students will be able to:

= demonstrate improved listening comprehension by identifying main ideas
and key details in short conversations and spoken texts on familiar topics

= communicate ideas clearly in basic spoken English using appropriate
vocabulary and simple sentence structures

= participate in everyday conversations and classroom discussions in English
by asking and answering questions, expressing opinions, and using basic
interaction strategies




= deliver short, organized presentations with intelligible pronunciation and
appropriate use of visual or verbal cues
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Textbooks and Pathways 3: Listening, Speaking, and Critical Thinking, 3rd ed. (2025)
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Assessment and Grade
Distribution

Participation, assignments, listening tests 45%
Speaking tasks: 55%
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Additional
Information

Attendance and participation: Your consistent participation in class sessions is
the most critical component of a successful course. You are expected to come to
each class prepared and ready to participate in class activities. Each student is
allowed two absences without penalty. Any additional absences, whether excused
or unexcused, will lower your final grade by 5 points. Repeated tardiness disrupts
class discussion and will negatively affect your participation grade.

Assignments and listening tests: Throughout the semester, you will complete
several assignments designed to strengthen your communication skills. These
assignments and other course content will be integrated into listening-based tests.

Speaking tasks: For each module, you will complete a speaking task related to the
course topic. In-class activities and short assignments throughout the module will
help you build the necessary skills and prepare for the task.

Classroom etiquette: The foundation of our learning environment is built on
respect. It’s crucial that you familiarize yourself with basic classroom etiquette and
take responsibility for your actions as a college student. Your adherence to these
guidelines will contribute to a positive and respectful classroom atmosphere for all
of us.

Academic integrity: Academic integrity is a cornerstone of educational and
scholarly activity. Cheating and plagiarism, which involves using someone else’s
ideas, words, or work without proper acknowledgment, will be treated as a severe
offense and penalized.
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NB: This schedule is tentative and subject to change based on student progress.

Week 1 9/11 Course Orientation
Week 2 9/18
Week 3 9/25 Module #1: Squpd and_ Rhythm Qf Engl‘ish '
e Pronunciation basics, stress, intonation, rhythm, thought groups, chunking
Week 4 10/2 e . S o :
o Basic listening skills (listening for main ideas and details)
Week 5 10/% o Shadowing and echo method at the sentence/dialogue level
Week 6 10/16
Week 7 10/23 Module #2: Building Comprehension and Structured Output
Week 8 10/30 o Note-taking strategies (outlining, identifying supporting info); listening for
Week 9 11/6 signal phrases and contrasts




Week 10 11/13 e Building “muscle memory” with word banks, useful sentence structures and
patterns for communication
Week 11 11720 e Process and respond to information in real time
Week 12 11/27
Week 13 12/4 Module 3: Developing Fluency in Real-Time Interaction
Week 14 211 e Active listening strategies (predicting, paraphrasing, clarifying)
e Short spontaneous responses, turn-taking, answering questions
xeet 12 g; ;2 o Delivering short presentations, using signal phrases, supporting with details
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