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Learning Objectives

This course focuses on classical mythology, a starting point where freshmen of
English majors may find it easier and more interesting to engage with western
civilization. In addition to introducing students to mythological stories and figures,
the course also includes reading ancient texts such as Homeric epics and Greek
drama to explore how they provided the foundation of western literature and
culture. Given its introductory nature, it aims to help students engage with, and
gradually become accustomed to, both literal and literary reading of English texts,
while cultivating their skills in interpretation, analysis, and critical thinking.
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Course Requirements

1. Students are required to attend the class regularly and are encouraged to
participate in class discussion.

2. Attendance policy:

B Two points from the final grade will be deducted for each absence without
an approved leave.

B Proof of leave must be submitted via the Student Leave Management System

B The course allows up to four absences, regardless of any reason. A fifth
absence will result in course failure. This policy applies to anyone who
registers at the beginning of the term. If, for any reason, you are unable to
attend the class during the first two weeks after the term begins, you are
strongly advised to withdraw from the course.

B Being late to class may be considered an unexcused absence.

3. Students are required to complete their assignments independently. Plagiarism

or unauthorized collaboration will lead to course failure.

4. Makeup midterm/final exams will only be allowed with a valid proof of an

excused absence due to unforeseen circumstances.
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1. Hamilton, Edith. Mythology: Timeless Tales of Gods and Heroes. Taipei:

Bookman, 1942.
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Teaching Resources

FOEF AP B 2L G
Instructor’s
Information

Office hour: Wed 12.00-13.00 & 16.00-17.00
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Assessment and
Grade Distribution

Subject to change
Mid-term exam: 40% Final exam: 40%
Participation and Attendance: 20%
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subject to change latest updated 2025.09.26

Week | Date Content
1 9/11 | Introduction to the course + the ancient world + the classical mythology
2 9/18 | Ch1: The Gods (24-43) + ch3: How the World and Mankind were Created (63-67)
3 9/25 | Ch2: The Two Great Gods of Earth + Ovid: Metamorphoses* (593-603)
Ch4: The Earliest Heroes: Prometheus & lo, Europa, Flower-myths: Narcissus, Hyacinth,
Adonis
4 10/2 | Ch5: Cupid & Psyche
Ch6: Tales of Lovers: Orpheus & Eurydice, Pygmalion & Galatea, Daphne & Apollo
Ch12: Atalanta
10/9 Ch7: The Quest of the Golden Fleece (F178)
Introduction to Ancient Athenian Drama
5-7 | 10/16 o *
10/23 Eur.lpld.es. Medea ‘ ‘
Guideline: how to write essays for literature exams
8 10/30 | Mid-term exam
11/6 Discussion of mid-term exam paper
9-10 11/13 Ch3: How the World and Mankind Were Created (67-74)
Aeschylus: Prometheus Bound*
11/20 | Ch13: The Trojan War (F162)
11-13 | 11/27 | Ch14: The Fall of Troy
12/4 | Homer: The lliad*
ch15: The Adventures of Odysseus
12/11 .
14-15 12/18 ch4: The Earliest Heroes: the Cyclops Polyphemus
Homer: The Odyssey*
16 | 12/25 | Final exam
17-18 1;; Self-study: Ch18: The Royal House of Thebes + Sophocles: Oedipus the King*
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