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Course Descriptions

This course introduces students to the principles and practices of writing descriptive,
narrative, and reading-based essays. It is designed to help freshmen strengthen their
English writing skills while learning the full writing process: prewriting, planning,
drafting, revising, editing, and peer review. In addition, students will develop
effective reading strategies to support college-level writing through group
discussions, presentations, and individual consultations.
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Learning Objectives

By the end of the course, students should be able to:
* Formulate a clear thesis appropriate to the purpose of writing.
* Write essays in a variety of styles for different audiences.
* Improve their writing process through drafting, revising, and rewriting.
» Effectively use Al tools to assist in the writing process.
* Develop critical thinking skills.
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Textbooks and
References

Required:
e Brandon, Lee, and Kelly Brandon. At a Glance: Writing Paragraphs and
Beyond, with Integrated Readings, 6th ed. Cengage Learning, 2015.

References:
* Bullock, Richard. The Norton Field Guide to Writing. W. W. Norton, 2006.
e McWhorter, Kathleen. Successful College Writing, 8th ed. Macmillan Higher

Education, 2020.
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Teaching Resources

Class Participation

Regular attendance and active participation in class discussions are required.
Students are permitted two unexcused absences. Each additional absence will reduce
the final course grade by 4 points.

*Attendance will be taken beginning with the first class session. The first and second
classes are counted as part of the attendance record.

Academic Honesty

Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s work, ideas, or expressions as your own
without proper acknowledgment. This includes using another person’s words, ideas,
research, organizational structure, or presentation style without credit. Any student
found to be academically dishonest will receive a failing grade on the assignment.

Use of Al Tools

e RS In this class, you are encouraged to incorporate Al tools for revision and editing
, support. However, Al should be considered a supplement to your own work. All
Instructor’s . .. . .. ..
] submissions must represent your own original writing and critical thinking.
Information
General Requirement
Class participation 15%
Group presentation 15%
Paragraph practice 15% (draft 5% + revision 5% + last submission 5%)
Descriptive essay 20% (draft 5% + revision 5% + 2nd revision 5% + last submission 5%)
Narrative essay 20% (draft 5% + revision 5% + 2nd revision 5% + last submission 5%)
Reading-based essay 15% (summary 5% + reaction essay 5% + two-part response 5%)
*Late submissions will result in a 3-point deduction from the assignment grade.
Course Materials
You can purchase the assigned textbook at the campus bookstore. Other assigned
readings will be posted on E-course2. Please note that all course materials are
protected by copyright law and are provided for educational use only.
FHEERFENZ Weekly Scheduled Contents
(subject to change)
e Introduction
Week 1 e Prewriting techniques (Brainstorming, outlining, drafting)
e In-class practice: paragraph writing
Week 2 e \Writing and revising (At a Glance, Ch. 2)




e Paragraph structure, topic sentence, outline, and audience
e In-class practice: revision
e Paragraph development and supporting ideas
Week 3 e Grammar and style review
e Workshop: Peer-review techniques and practice
e Reading techniques (At a Glance, Ch. 4)
Week 4 e Reading: Stever} Heller, “A Cgld Eye”
e In-class discussion and analysis
(#1 paragraph writing practice due)
Descriptive essay
e Introduction to descriptive essay (At a Glance, Ch. 7)
Week 5 e Reading: Alice Walker, “The Flowers” ; Stephen King, “On Writing” (excerpt); Adam
Gopnik, “Times Regained”
e In-class group presentation and writing practice (title, outline, and draft)
e Reading: David Foster Wallace, “Consider the Lobster” (excerpt)
Week 6 e In-class discussion
e In-class writing: expand Week 5 draft into a five-paragraph descriptive essay
e \Workshop: Peer-review exercise
Week 7 e Reading: Matthew Hutson, “How does ChatGPT ‘think’? Psychology and neuroscience
crack open Al large language models”
e In-class discussion
e Workshop: using Al for feedback
Week 8 e Reading: \_/anessa Bates Ramirez, “ChatGPT Is Changing the Words We Use in
Conversation”
e Editing, proofreading and in-class discussion
Independent discussion
Week 9 (#2 descriptive essay due)
Narrative essay
Week 10 e Introduction to narrative essay (At a Glance, Ch. 6)
e Reading: Richard Rodriguez, “Aria: A Memoir of a Bilingual Childhood”
e In-class group presentation and analysis
e Reading: George Orwell, “Shooting an Elephant”
Week 11 e In-class discussion
e In-class practice: first draft of narrative essay
e Grammar and paragraph structure
Week 12 e In-class practice: Al feedback + revise
Individual discussion
Week 13 (#3 narrative essay due)
Reading-based essay
Week 14 e Introduction to Reading-based writing (At a Glance, Ch. 5)
e Reading: William Faulkner, “A Rose for Emily”
e In-class practice: writing summary
e In-class screening
Week 15 e In-class practice: summary + reaction essay
Week 16 e Introduction to research methods o
e In-class practice: two-part response and finding research sources
Week 17 | Individual discussion
Week 18 Independent study

(#4 reading-based essay due)

#%0:8E 17 Core Competency



https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-01314-y
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-01314-y
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/chatgpt-is-changing-the-words-we-use-in-conversation
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/chatgpt-is-changing-the-words-we-use-in-conversation
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Core competency Competence
1 2 3 4 5
(1) /ﬁﬁ%@,ﬁﬁ% )%Ejj ( Effective Communication and Language Skills ) -

g ar (2) £ZBAE SLA#AFTRE JJ ( Classics Comprehension and Analysis ) -
gﬁ(&fl?l c (3) MRE=EHHEARTFEAE S) (Problem-Solving and Research ) -
Competenc (4) AIEELRIHTEETT (Creativity and Innovation ) u
y (5) BHFEFIAE JJBF % 2% (Technology Application and Literacy ) -
(6) BRAFEFELZ T S ALEEAIBE S (Global Vision and Awareness of .

Cultural Diversity )

it © BRI IR ERIEDR - LRoR AR - 5 FondEE AR -




