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Rationality and Irrationality
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We talk about irrationality when behaviour defies explanation or
prediction, when decisions are driven by emotions or instinct rather than
by reflection, when reasoning fails to conform to basic principles of
logic and probability, and when beliefs lack coherence or empirical
support. Depending on the context, agents exhibiting irrational
behaviour may be described as foolish, ignorant, unwise or even insane.

This course will introduce current debates on irrationality. We will
examine the standards against which we measure human behaviour, and
review the often serious implications of judgements of irrationality for
ethics and policy. We’ll survey recent philosophical and psychological
studies on rationality and irrationality.
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Week1. Introduction

Week2. LBL1.1; D. Dennett (1987) “True Believers”, in The Intentional
Stance.

Week3. LB1.2; T. Zawidzki (2018) “The Many Roles of the
Intentional Stance”, in The Philosophy of Daniel Dennett.

Week4. LB1.3; R. Stenberg & K. Stenberg (2017), (% 12 % /4 ¥ &2
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Week5. LB1.4; G. Gigerenzer (2006) “Bounded and Rational”, in
Contemporary Debates in Cognitive Science.

Week6. LBL1.5; L. Bortolotti and K. Miyazono (2015) “Recent Work
on the Nature and Development of Delusions”, Philosophy
Compass (10)9: 636-645.

Week7. LB2.1-2.3; H. Pikard (2009) “Mental Illness is Indeed a
Myth”, in Psychiatry as Cognitive Science: Philosophical
Perspectives.

Week8. LB2.4; L. Bortolotti et al. (2014) “Delusions and
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Responsibility for Action: Insights from the Breivik Case”,
Neuroethics (7): 377-382;

Week9. LB2.5;J. Craigie & L. Bortolotti (2015) “Rationality,
Diagnosis, and Patient Autonomy in Psychiatry”, in Oxford
Handbook of Psychiatric Ethics.

Week10. Midterm Exam

Week11. LB3.1; H. Pfister & G. Béhm (2008) “The Multiplicity of
Emotions: A Framework of Emotional Functions in Decision
Making”, Judgment and Decision Making.

Week12. LB3.2; J. Haidt & F. Bjorklund (2008) “Social Intuitionists
Answer Six Questions about Moral Psychology” in Moral
Psychology vol.2.

Week13. LB3.3; V. Tiberius (2013) “In Defense of Reflection”,
Philosophical Issues (23)1: 223-243.

Week14. LB3.4; J. Sutton et al. (2011) “Applying Intelligence to the
Reflexes: Embodied Skills and Habits between Dreyfus and
Descartes”, Journal of the British Society for Phenomenology
(42)1.

Week15. LB4.2; R. McKay & D. Dennett (2009) “The Evolution of
Misbelief” Behavioral and Brain Sciences (32)6: 493-510.

Week16. LB4.3; M. Conway (2005) “Memory and the Self”, Journal of
Memory and Language (53)4: 594-628.

Week17. A. Mele (2004) “Motivated Irrationality” in Oxford Handbook
of Rationality.

Week18. Final Exam

Lisa Bortolotti [LB], Irrationality, Polity, 2014.
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»  Class Participation: 20%
FHFE 254 | > Homework: 40% (8 homework * 5%)
»  Midterm and Final Exam: 40% (20% each)
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