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Class 13

Keep Writing!
 Mentioned as important by two people

 “Today, the empty time is so much”
 Because I want you to have time to keep writing

Coherent and Concise
 “Much needs to be done for the coherence of our 

introduction. I think collecting more references would 
make this task easier for us.”
 Yes! Remember a typical Introduction has 30+ citations

 “My English skill is not as good, so maybe I don't know 
how to make the paragraphs coherent and concise.”
 Keep practicing

Connections Connotations Work Time Assignment

Clarifying the Argument
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Section 22.1
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Balance 
 Details = clear
 Details = not concise

Clear Concise

Precise

7Cs of Change
 Rewriting

 1. Coherence
 2. Conciseness
 3. Connection
 4. Connotation

 Revising
 5. Consistency
 6. Correctness
 7. Collaboration

Organization

Clarification

Finalization

8

3. Connection
 Markers 

 Contribution
 Achievement
 Application

 Connectors 
 Continuity
 Logical
 Time sequence

Connection within the article

Connection to previous research

Section 22.2.1

First Claim, Restated
 Your work connects with and makes an important 

contribution to the overall body of knowledge in your 
field

Contribution vs. Achievement
 Table 22.2: Connection marker types

 Correction of textbook:
 Marker types: 

(Connection) Contribution/Achievement/Application

 Examples shown in Supplemental material
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Supplemental material
 Download file from Ecourse: 

Chapter 22 Supplemental material

Contribution markers
 From supplemental material for Ch. 22:

Achievement markers
 From supplemental material for Ch. 22:

Contribution vs. Achievement
 What is the difference?

 Contribution: Verbs
 Achievement: Adjectives or adverbs

 Which is more common in research articles?

Exercise 22.1

Achievement:

Contribution

13 14
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Section 22.2.2

Logical Connectors

Time Sequence Connectors

Continuity Connectors

Logical Connectors – Types 
(Table 22.3)

 Addition A and B
 Contrast A vs. B
 Result A causes B
 Cause A caused by B
 Unexpected result A does not cause B
 Unexpected cause A not caused by B
 Clarification A restated as B
 Illustration A exemplified by B

Logical connectors: addition
 From supplemental material:

Within a type, connectors 
are grammatically identical

Use 
described

Logical connectors: addition
 From supplemental material: Example(s) 

of how to use 
each type

Emphasis

New sentence

Change other 
words

Basic
Section 22.3

24
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4) Connotation
 Making supportable claims
 Establishing Causation 
 Qualifiers

 Likelihood
 Frequency
 Similarity
 Modal Verbs
 Delimiters, Hedges
 Verb connotations

Make claims easier to support

25

Tailored suit
 Fasteners 

 Necessary
 At end
 Cannot make up for

poor fabric
poor stitching

26

Section 22.3.1

27

Why would you modify claims?
 My work is

 Best? 
 Second best?
 Best in a particular situation

 A caused B
 Are you 100% sure?
 A appears to have caused B

Why should it be published?

The current best may be your reviewer

Never

28

Modifying your claim
 Original

 This is the first paper to present an optimal solution.

 Revised
 To the best of our knowledge, this is the first paper to 

present a method that optimizes value B for all values of 
A within range A1-A2.

Can I really 
support 

that?

29

Section 22.3.2-3

30
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Significantly
 Specific technical meaning related to statistics
 If no statistical test has been performed, use other words

 A was much larger than B.
 A was significantly larger than B.
 A was larger than B.

 Substantially, appreciably, noticeably, considerably

31

Weak

No statisticssignificantly

Section  22.3.4

32

How often does it happen?
 Data do not speak for themselves

 Highlight what you want readers to conclude
 This occurred in 23% of the cases

 This occurred rarely, in 23% of the cases
 This occurred frequently, in 23% of the cases

33

Is that a lot or a little?

How close to expectations?
 How similar are your data to expectations?

 Predicted values based on hypothesis
 Expected values based on model

 Eight occurrences were detected in a single trial.
 As many as 8 occurrences were detected in a single trial,

so the results were essentially the same as predicted.
 No more than 8 occurrences were detected in a single trial, 

which is appreciably less than formerly reported.

34

Modals: modifying ‘Truth value’
 How likely is something to be true?

 The rise in temperature was due to …
 Fact, with evidence to back up the claim

 The rise in temperature must have been due to …
 Virtually certain, but no direct evidence

 The rise in temperature ought to have been due to …
 Probable, but no evidence

 The rise in temperature may have been due to …
 Possible, but no evidence

35

Hedges
 Ours is the best solution! It is far better 

than the previous one proposed by Chen.

 Our solution appears to be better than 
the one proposed by Chen, within the 
range x-y.

36

That may be, but I am 
reviewing your paper, 
which will never be 

published

Ok, I can accept that
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Verb connotations:
How strong is the claim?
 Our results demonstrate that …
 The tests show that …
 This finding indicates that …
 We conclude that …
 The outcome suggests that …
 The observation implies that …
 It appears that …

37

Presentation
11/14 Planning your writing (Ch 10, 19.1-2) Charles

Exercise 19.1 Argument structure outline

11/21 Brainstorming and linearizing (Ch 18, 19.3-4) Tran
Exercise 19.3 Topic sentence outline

11/28 Writing and organizing (Ch 20, 21) Neo
Exercise 21.1, 2 Coherence and conciseness

12/5 Clarifying your argument (Ch 22)   Hai
 Exercises 22.1, 2, 3 Connection and connotation

12/12 Final revision and final parts (Ch 23, 26.1-3) Charleen
Exercises 26.1, 3 Abstract and title

38
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Share what you have written
 For each paragraph:

 Is there a clear topic sentence? 
 Is the component claim clear?
 Is the support clear and sufficient?

 Could connections within the paragraph be improved?
 Could connotation be improved? 

1. Write and rewrite
 Continue to write, adding citations
 Reorganize to make a clearer argument
 Add connectors, qualifiers to strengthen argument
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2. Turn in 
 Peer Review 2

 Just like Peer Review 1

Peer Review 2
 Help one another do better on “First draft”:

 Check topic sentences
 Check components in each paragraph

1. Do your Assignment
 Send assignment to your partner by Friday night
 AND Upload your assignment to Ecourse

2. Score their assignment, and give comments
 Send comments back to your partner by Sunday night
 AND Upload your comments/score to Ecourse 

44

Graphically

45

Your
Overall 

structure
+ Three 

Divisions
Partner (email)

Partner 
Overall 

structure 
+ Three 

Divisions

U
pload

From Partner (email)

Return to Partner (email)

Peer Review 
(score and 
comment)

U
pload

Friday
Sunday Turn in: Two documents

46

Their work

Your
comments

Your work

Your 
score 

is 
based 

on

Scoring your partner’s work

47

 Use the scoring sheet for “First draft”
 Score your partner’s work for each category
 Give helpful comments on how to improve

 Purpose of peer review
 Help one another improve before submitting

“Partners”

48

 Since we have an odd number of people: 

 Tran
 Charles
 Neo
 Hai
 Charleen

Send your work to the next person on the class list
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3. Read
 Chapter 23.3 Rewriting: Finalization (Correctness)
 Chapter 26.2-3 Title, Abstract

 One more article 
(focus on what you need for your Introduction)

49

4. Bring
 Full draft with comments

 From me and from your partner

Presentation
11/14 Planning your writing (Ch 10, 19.1-2) Charles

Exercise 19.1 Argument structure outline

11/21 Brainstorming and linearizing (Ch 18, 19.3-4) Tran
Exercise 19.3 Topic sentence outline

11/28 Writing and organizing (Ch 20, 21) Neo
Exercise 21.1, 2 Coherence and conciseness

12/5 Clarifying your argument (Ch 22) Hai
Exercises 22.1, 2, 3 Connection and connotation 

12/12 Final revision and final parts (Ch 23, 26.1-3)  Charleen
 Exercises 26.1, 3 Abstract and title
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