19.5 Topic sentences
In academic writing, it is helpful to both your readers and yourself to begin each paragraph with a topic sentence.
	Helpful to you to stay focused
	Helps the reader follow the direction you are going
A topic sentence has two parts, the topic and the direction. 
	Topic gives the main point or focus of the paragraph
	Direction describes how you will approach that topic in this paragraph
There are two different basic directions an author can go, describing or making a claim.
	Describing is used in providing background information, describing your research design
	Claims are common for main paragraphs for each component
For a descriptive paragraph, the topic sentence is a summary of the paragraph.
	Examples
If the topic sentence makes a claim, the rest of the paragraph will support that claim. 
	Examples
Topic sentences also provide transitions or connections between related paragraphs
	Examples


19.5 Topic sentences
In academic writing, it is helpful to both you and your readers to begin each paragraph with a topic sentence. Topic sentences help you stay focused on the topic while you write. They help break the document into smaller steps, so you can tackle them one at a time. They also help your readers know which direction you are going, so they can read more easily and quickly. By reading each topic sentence, the reader should be able to determine the overall direction of the argument. 
A topic sentence has two parts, the topic and the direction. The topic gives them main point or focus of the paragraph. For any topic, there are many things you could say about it, so the direction tells your readers which direction you are going in the current paragraph. 
There are two basic directions a paragraph can go, describing or making a claim. Describing is used to provide general background information or introduce the framework. It is also common when describing the current research. Each paragraph will describe one small portion of that research, so the topic sentences will identify what part you will talk about in that paragraph. On the other hand, for every component, there should be at least one paragraph with a topic sentence that makes a claim. 
For a descriptive paragraph, the topic sentence is a summary of the paragraph. It identifies what aspect of the topic you will address in that paragraph. The following are examples of topic sentences of this type. 
	Examples
If the topic sentence makes a claim, the rest of the paragraph will support that claim. For some components, like the research goal, there may be only one paragraph per component. For others, like comparisons, there may be several paragraphs, each making a different comparison. 
	Examples
Topic sentences can also provide transitions or connections between related paragraphs, particularly where one claim is carried over several paragraphs. 
	Examples
Summary paragraphs, which may occur in describing the organization of the article or at the beginning of a section, may not have a clear topic sentence. In these paragraphs, each sentence may be a separate topic, showing the organization of the following section. 






[Future revision of textbook: Split exercise 19.3 – parts 4, 5 with this subsection.]
